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can Revicw, though The Canadi
zine is bcught, by Atnerica
especially, almost as much as
these. The English people buy 1
Magazine priaclpally, and, as
Marie Corielli's novels sell b
anything eise. Ht makes it a ru
every new bock lic puts in, or,
giance aver them, sufficiently ta
answer questions or give rtcomm
American newspapers are warth

e-wrirtcularly if it is possible ta ge
1a date.

Ht would rather do businesï
English people that the America
Englishman," ho says. Ilknow~
wants, and will "ak up, asic for
away;- but the American will tura
counter upside dowzî before hoe de
ta buy.-

Stationers should cansider it pa
business ta bave W band a postal
the information cf their customers
for their awn use in handling nl
and magazines. If there is not
one in their awa iocaiity, ti
Canadian guide cculd be abtain
smali places in Ontario, tht
Pio;Wa Guide" would give al
information as ta rates, foreis
weights, etc.

e**t

Mr. John Hart, a leuth, Ont.
carties, as part cf bis regular st'
ai paints and cils. Ht was a
trade, belote entering tht statia
ness, so lc is quaiied ta dca
goods-better, peshaps. than ur
chants witb whom paints and
stapîts. If there is a particul
which any stationer is competen
whether it is usually associae<
trade or not, there is no good
lie should not handle it. ilesiî
stationers carry a stock ai artists'
watez colors and qils, and it ist
radical departure into ather paint

Mctecd & Stanfleld have con
stationery business in Sydney. N

Tht firra of RusseeU & Co.,
and sttiners, Winnipeg, have

ai o Russell, Lang & Ca.,
'Lang. who bas been cannectcd sc
the firra, entering into it as a pa
during Mr. W. D. Russell's
absence, wiil taire full charge ci
cess. Mr. Lang is very favorali
bath to the public and ta the trad
devate his entire energies ta
rapidly.growing business.

,an Maga

cither cf
lie Strand

IS THE BOOK STORE
DECLININO?7

ta books, HE disappearance af many of the aid
etter than T bookstores in Toronto is a mattc:- ai
le ta read somte comment among those who deal in
at least, ta books to*day. WVïth a greater number ai
bc abie ta books published and a large increase ini the
endations. number of readers, it would be natural ta

kceping, suppose that bookstorcs wauld become
them up more ritmcraus. There is much mont for

speculation as ta the cause cf a decline
when there should be an Increase. 1 asked

%vitb the severat who rcpresent the bock selling

ifl. Il An fraternity ai t1ue present time, ta hear their

swbat bie opinians on the subject, and found themn

it, and go nearly 'jnaminious in beiieving tbat there

the whalc was no roam for the old.time bookstore in

cides what tht trade al to day.
Tht successars ai the former boaksellers

are the dealers la magazines, papers,

urt af their stationery. etc.. who always keeps a side.

guide. for line of baolcs. Ont ot these, Mr. Winni-

i. andi also frith, on Taranto street, believes that there

ewsppers is room ia this city for twa, and possibly

acccss ta thre. gaod bookstores. 1 What kîilled tht

be official aid bookseiler" he said, swas the cheap

ed. or, for edition ci standard works. A number ai

41'Toranto years aga the cnly bocks put up in cheap

ncsa ferra were novels af the penny-dreadfut

rt ais description. AUl goad bocks by reputablemal.authers were issutd in comparatively castly
editions. and these are wbat kept up the book.

sttoe, stores. With tht necessary capital 1 could
staione start a bookstore on King street ta mrow

pca ne and malte it pay. Tht departmnent str.ers
pane y do flot do rnucb trade in really well-bound

nery busi. books by standard authors, but their big
Iin these cuts are an current literature ; and, although

tany mer- ther books lookt well and are often wel
ails are printed, they are not what a goed buyer of

ar fine la bocks would care ta invest in if hie is look-
Lt ta deai, ing for a standard wark or some popular

-witb the book oi to-day te place in bis library. 1
~3Ol . think if a man went into the bock business

des, man>' and kcpt only standard works andi good
p3a5nts, inl currentliterature, tiîat i.s flot put up in clueap

let a very forra, be cauld drfy the department stores.
J. îuwould taireconsiderabie capital, of course,
C.G. H. and it zight be best ta keep a small Une of

stationery, as tht two aiways are expected
imenced a ta bc sald together. But 1 have no doubt

.S. that it would succeed.-

booksellers
cbanged ta Mr. Robertson. tht manager ci the
Mr. lisgar Upper Canada Tract Society, who do a

long writh large business in theclogical and other
rer, aad, books, was also cf the opinion that the de-

temporary partinent stores were the cause ai tht decline
E the busi- cf the old bookstocs. IlTbcy sel! bocks
ly known, cheaper than any bcckseller can afford ta
e, and will do. 1 do not believe that people go int
the flrnus thent, very much for tht sale purpose o!

.get*ing a book; but tbey get tht crowd in

there for other thlngs, and their low prices
on books imduce people ta buy them. If
we coutl get the people into aur store we
couid sell a large nutuber af books too.
But we bave nothtng but books, and 1 think
the present gerieratian buy' books on the
moment. At least, that applies to all but
sorte popular novel that i5 bcing wldely
talked about.

IThere was a time wvhen thealogical
works wauid seli %vell for yezrs, but now
they have their day-a pretty short one toa
-and then arc forgotten. 1 tbink the
public tend as many books as ever, thaugh
1 have naticetl, sarry as 1 arn ta say sa, that
the falling off in books is chiefly in thle Une
of Bibles. Tht book trade bas gat inta se
niany hands now that there is only a lirited
amount of business ta be donc. The
statianers are the Iargest booksellers.
Farmerly thc bookscller generally ktpt a
side fine af stationtry ; now it is the
statianer wvho kecps the side line of books.
There arc a number cf authors wha wcre
very popular for a long time whcn 1 was a
ycung man, but the reading people of ta.
day knaw next ta nothing about thcm. It
is harder every ycar ta knaw what books ta
buy."

Another manager of a large bookstore,
is Mr. Anderson, of the Fleming H. RevelI
business, an 'longe street. He takes a
different view of tbangs ta the others. "No,
i do nat believe that the department stores
have done much toward putting the aid
bookseller out of b usiness. They have a
good deal of the trade hoe did, but thg.y gat
it aniy alter hie had lost it. The trorhle, 1
tbink. is that the class of rcading donc now
is totally différent ta what it used ta be.
There is a large demand for papular noveis
in cheap farra, and the cheap magazines arc
read by a great many people in prefèrence
ta a book. They want short staries now-
adayz. People. especially the younger
clas will flot be bothered reading a long
book - if they do. they pass over ail the
introductary or descriptive partions and read
the story alone. 1 think this is anc reasan
wby many af the aid writers are flot read
so much-tbeir books are toc long.

-The public libraries bave a good deai ta
do with the question. The majority cf
people, when they wish ta rend a standard
work iéill make use of the public lihrary
instead af buying the book. There was a
time 'Vien it was most rcading rnen's pride
ta posses a privatc library, but it is flot so
now, and the rnaking af private Iibraries
gave ta the aid boakselier a large part ai his
trade.

-On the whalc, tbough. there is really
no particular place ta put the blamne. It's
sirnply the change that is always taking


