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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

memory one or more cases of rulned
credit and bhlasted prospecta owing to
ta the * Jump-on® tactics of the present.
The danger of dnnnge nulta i< uo bar to
such petinn, nnd every day we sve men
forced lnto lnsolvency when by every
right they ahould have been maved the
ntigma. The fenr of one creditor that
anather WL atep Inand (reess i out
Jute rulned more buslness reputations,
il Injured commerce more materially
during the paat ten years than a fair
and equitable bankraptey  law conld
porsibly effeet In n century.” The need
fup national regulntlon of this matter
bar heen more plainly recogulzed n the
neighboring republie during the finan.
cinl eriats that has obtained this year.
Creditoars foreed thelr dohtors to the
lntter's dissdvantage. A proper natlon.
nl tumoloeney Inw would have prevented
this by making any actlon by o credit-
ur sulifect to the approval of all the
ereditors. It Ix as mueh. necded In Can.
mda an In the United Stataew, and far
=hnlinr reasons.

1t I» not falr, much lese ‘n It honest,
that one ereditor shoutd be pald n full
and nnuther get nothing. The creditor
wia would take his delst In full to the
et went of other  creditors "= not
wueh botter than & common thilef in
crerything except In the eyes ol the
Itw, wh'eh makes hl< action legally
proper nnd Juwet. The debtor who gloes
preferences Ix an acecsamory before the
fart in the caurt of Common Justice--
ot o o Ciaadian or Unltead States
court,

MECHANICS' INSTITUTES AND THE
BOOK-SELLING TRADE.

BECHANICS® Institutes  were ex.
tnbllshed o thisx couniry ta
give poor wmechanies  aml the

chilidren of eeh an opportunity to at.
temt night smrhools to secure practical
hinlness traluing and to readd such xel.
entifie works a~ would be astructive
and eclevattug, They were desgned to
furnlabl Inntruction ta the poor.  Ihut
they have wen sabnerted  from thelr
orighnal purpose, and have becone imere
clireulnttug brarles. For thfs reason
thiey have lwecome jusktruments of de-
strietion fn regard to the bhookselllng
trade

The buokeeller now finds Uls trade in
thie bhooks of current fiction reduced to
4V Y loew volume, owing to the {act
thet all the bk« cat b necured at
mich lower cosd through the Mechanlex
Jestitute Library. The patrons of this
1'hrary are ot the mechanics so mueh
nas the vdier wealthiter classes o! the
commanity, people  wWho hiave greater
netinantion and wore ielsire for read:
‘ug The et 'fites are mere cireulat-
tug lihienar em, supported by grant« from
the Provinetal Gmveenments and  the
wmoicipality In which thry are sltuat

ed. Belng thus the reciptents of pubtle
pap they are able to supply books at a
much smaller cont than lndependent
circulnting l'braries and tha booksell-
ers find Jt neconnary to charge.

It !x the curreat flction from which
the hookseller expects to make hin pro-
fit. The clrenlution reports ot the me-
clinnlen' Inntitute libraries show that
nhout RO per cent of the buoks tuken
ont by thelr patrons s ol this clnws.
Instend of buying these hooke for thelr
own uxe um) for the formation of pri-
viie lbrariem, the publiec go to the
lihrnrles and obtaln the {ree reading.
The Institutem hnve fallea wo low In
thelr competdtion with the booksellerw
und newsdenlers that they even keoep
the ftaxhifon wmngazines on thelr flies,

There can be no doubt that thix com-
petition of the mechanices' jnstitute 1ib-
rurles  jlam bLeen an lmmense factor
wh.ch hae  accentunted the de-
cadence of the bhookeelling profession.
The hookneller of to-day Is fast becom-
‘ng u veaidor of the cheapest classen of
I"terature—08, 10, 15, 20 and 25 cent
noveln, The bookseller Is again a suf-
ferer by the extension of pateraal gov-
ernnient.

It the bhouvkweller of Cannda wishes to
remuin a8 bhookeeller, let Wim be jealous
of such encronchments on his doawmin.
The lawyers Jealously guard thelr
spliere of Iabor: the medienl profession
slmllnrly guard against all enacrouch-
mentx; the teaching profession have
thelr snfeguards, and why should aot
the hookselllng profession be careful In
the preservation of thelr legitimate
preserves ? But they must he thele own
gunrdinne, relying on the'r vwn exer.
tlonxs, not o those of other classes.

THE FUTURE OF ALUNINUN.

HE progress mnde in the manufac-
ture of alum:num during the lust
few years Ix an Intereating study.

At the heginuing of thia decade the pro-
cewsd of manufacture was so crude that
the laitlnl coxt of the wmetsl preveated
the goods made ol It belng put upon
the minrket at anythiag like reasonnble
pricex, Experiments, too, In the work.
ing of the metu] seemed at first to be
very dincouraging, the outcome of
wlhich was thut for two or three years
very Lttle har heen heard of Its pro-
ducts. This year, however, u decided
rep forwand seetus to linve been made.
The raw metal rolied into sheets« In Le-
ng turned out of the mill fur less than
one th'rd of the price anked for it two
years ago. The rolling process hus heen
mude w0 perfect
guuge cun be hadl. Thix, ol course,
greatly faci)itates the manufacture of
spec'nlities. The next progressive step
has been u the different moden of or-
unment'ng thewe articles, which, untjl
now, have heen un'versally plain In ap.
pearance, belng left & Jduli matte flao-

that wheets of any .

lsh. Now the eagraver's tuol Is givea
an opportunity to show ita skill, and
very haandsome some of the results are.
The polishing wheel, toou, is belag
brought {nto servioe, glving a bright.
neas even deeper than allver, with the
alvantage that tt does nut tarnish.
There are & number o other modes of
“ br.nging up'' the surface, but we will
cohient ourselves with the ‘‘clouded”
nad mitation * wood-grain,” both ot
wiich wtyles are very pleaning. The
extreme Mghtnew, combined with lts
great strength, are the two {irit esnen-
tiude of nlumlnum, but the rich appeny.
ance, coupled with the fact that It
does not tarnah, are of even greater
Importance In *articles de virtu."
Alloyed with copper, Aluminumn gives
1 =ublmtance muny timea lighter than
any cheap metul, yet ax strong und
ednntic an Bexsemer nteel. If the price
cnnt be lowered and wome satisfactory
methad of soldering discovered, atum-
inum wlll rival nickel as the great
commercial metal of the future. We
have recently »een some beaut!ful fancy
articlen made of pure aluminum la oae
of our Torowtv wholewale housen, The
gouds were »o new aad yet so handsome
that we found it difticult to come nway
without taking some to show * the
fotkx at home.” Belng wolld,-they are,
‘n our oplinion, far shsad of sllver-
plated goods of a smilar nature, acud
caunot but materially injure the status
of platedware with the general publfe.

NEW MUSIC BOOKS.

HEN 2 music bhook sells In Can-
ada ut the rate of from 50 to
100 per day It must be an ex-
ceeldingly popular one., But xuch is the
record of * The ldenl Follo of Musle for
Plano or Organ,” publislied by Whaley,
Royce & (‘u. Oane !mportaat feature s
that every purt of the work of produc-
g the hook was done on the premines
except the binding. The handeome
thographed cover In a4 sample of the
work now produced ln this large es-
tublinhmeait, while the plate work is
muelh abhove the average. From the
printer’s standpoint the work Is firxt-
clusn {n every respect. Not {ewn excel-
lent are the coatents: Eleven waltzes,
four marches, three xchottisches, three
galoe, two polkax, seven transee'p-
tlous, and thirteea miscellaneous pleces.
The book, on account of ita muperlority,
w.ll no doubt increase in favor as the
murcjane loaarn more of its merlts.

A new publication will appear ahout
October 135, eatitled, “ The Favorite
Follo of Comie Songw,” uniform in size
and  price with the Favorite Roag
Follos published by the Toroato News
Co. The Favorite Song Folios have heen
exceed ngly nuccewful, aud the new
com:c collecetion will no doubt be
cqually o, The cover hinx n very taklng
design and the whole work will be of a
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