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the Legislature of Ontario to appoint our town counicillors, as it1 is for a
bishop or conference to say who is to be iniister of this church or that.
Noue of our congregations are compelled to accept a miinister that some-
body else chooses to send, and be thankful. Every oie of oui settled
ministers has been the people's choice. And when they asked lim to settle
amîîongst themît, they proiised himi "due subsistence in the Lord." It is
cruel, then,înot to speak of the dishîonesty of the thing, ni anîy congregation, to
ask a mai to be its injuister, and soleinily promise to give him due main-
tenance, and thlen to think no more of the promise givei. Yet there are
always such proini.e breakers in every congregatioin to whomîî we would
sav, in the words of the Preaclier, "When thon vowest a vow iunto God,
defer iot to pay it, for le hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou
hast vowed. Better is it that thon shouldst not vow thai that thou
shouldst vow and not pay." We would ask any mian wlo is able to
earn a living, ainid who only gives a dollar a-year to sulpp iort his minister,
if lie thiunks lie is doing his diity towards fulfilling his solemin proimise. A
dollar a-vear is scarcelv two cents a-week. Althogli each miienber in a
congregation were to give 84 a-year, whiclh is about 7½ cents a-week, no
one would be impoverisied by it. Yet 7½ cents a-week per inember, from
a congregation of 160 inembers, would give the minister a salary of $624
per annumn. Surely it is fron want of tiought or fron want of manage-
ment that people do not fulfil their promises to their ministers. For no
one in a country like ours could say that lie was overtaxed for the preach-
ing of the Gospel, although lie lad to give 10 cents a-week for its support.
Many Churcih miemiîbers spend the double of this every week in treat-
ing at the bar, and never think more of it; but when it comles to be paid
out for preaching, it is a clear loss. Ten cents a-week for preaching would
ruin thein entirely! When the matter is reduced to figures, and the rule
of three brouîglt to bear upon it, it ought to make nany a congregation
blush to think that it is in arrears of salary with its minister. erily the
arithmetic of Gospel support shlouild be tauglt in our common schools, for
there is a sad deficiency of knowledge regarding it. And a lesson occasion-
ally on keeping promises would also bave a salutary effect.

3. Ministers have a right to expect an adequate support from the teachings
of God's word. From the day that Abel led the firstlings of his flock to the
altar, God has required his worshippers to support the Cliurch with their
offerings. By the Mosaic law every wors4hipping Israelite had to give the
tenth of his inconie to the Church. Soiie of vou vould no doubt consider
it hard if, after yon had sold your grain, von lad to give the tenth of your
receipts to the cause of God. You would ‡nd it ..ore tiian 10 cents a-week;
yet this is ihat God asked of his aicienît Chiurch. And there are many
learned men who maintain that this is required still. Were it onily forth-
coning, then icthe Curxch miglit arise, :4hake herself from the dust and siig,

"'er the gloomy hills of darknîess,
Look, my soul, be still and gaze

Al the promises do travail
Witlh a glorious day of grade;

Blessed jubilee,
Let the glorious morning da-wn."

Thre Nw Testament ruile of liberality is to give " as God lias prospe.ed
Voi." But how few there are who iiake titis the standard of tieir giving.

neer lthinlk, when tht v have had gond crops, or a proslerous busi-
ness. that their prosperity ias come froi God, and that according to His own


