THE CANADA LANCET. T

] Jlate the very limited wound found in the prostate,‘I dark,” as the passing of the knife into the angle
shile the staff is withdrawn and the stone cxtracted | was occasionally termed ; (3) the risk of the knife
A nthe usual way. escaping from the groove ; and, lastly, the supposed
il It will be observed that no incision is made over, danger of wounding the rectum,
q e angle of the staff before it 1s penetrated. To|  There is no doubt but that the first objection is
mke such a preliminary cut only complicates | well founded. It requires care to pass the heel of
matters.  No aid is got from it, and the parallelism | the staff especially through the meatus, even though
q o[ the two cuts is difficult to ensure.  The staff is| the operator catches the staff short (as he should
§ opened at one thrust, and if the precautions above | do), and cxercises cvery care.  So, too, in watch-
] %;scrlibt;;i alre t.;(li{en thcr}e 1S nci dgnger _11111 :llns step. | ing t]he hf]cl, b(g;lmggrs are apt éo.tgct thte point
¢ knife should never be pushed on till the oper-! caught at the subpubic curve, and 1t was to over-
4 ator feels confident that it is in the groove.  This | come this difficulty that I had the staff changed as
i |hcl\grﬁting of 'tille lzfiintl of lhcdknlifc on t?e tgrloolv'c | ..fterwarclls dcst‘_nblecfl. Thﬁ:“seclond1 gbjcctio_ri léas
§ mikes very evident to him, and the assistant hold | not much practical force. he hecl is so easily de-
ing the staff also plainly perceives it. fined by the forefinger and thumb of the left hand
From the above description it will be apparent applied in the way above indicated, that it is
§ (1) That in this method of operating, only one | readily entered. Yet some operators hesitate to at-
] i;éis?on or cut is, as a rule, reqﬁlircd, and nc)> dis- ! temptythis by one movement !)f the knife, and make
section called for.  (2) That the incision lies lowcri a preliminary incision to that by which the point of
down (1‘.2.,§\c1arer the anus)than in Cheselden’s Qger- the blade ‘Ij placgccll n]\ the gromijc.r This slhpulg,
ion.  (3) That the urcthra is opencd consider | however, be avoided, as was before explained.
ably nearer the bladder than it isin the lateral ! The third objection is groundless if the rule I give
operation.  (4) That a straight, short, and direct | is followed—viz., to insert the knife at an angle into
wad is followed to the bladder ; the prostate gland | the groove, and to keep it at a slight angle to the
being reached at the point where it most nearly ap- | horizontal portion of the staff all the \\;.ay into the
M N N v yr 1o €6 »
poaches the surface of the perineum.  (3) That| bladder.  In this way the groove is “felt™ all the
less injury is done to the soft parts of the perincum | way by the point of the knife. The fourth objection
and the arethra than in the ordinary operation, the | is quite untenable. It is suggested by experience
{ incision, though all that is necessary for the pur-|of the curved staff, which, from its shape and the
’ t;o)s?rx]n \'1elw; being mu}(;‘h shorl(ci:r and mforc hmlc?:d. way it is ll:elc11) n llxthot’cli?uy, ex?ggeralues tl;; cur\]ra-
5) That there is much less danger of wounding | ture of the bowel he rectangular staff, on the
mportant blood-vessels, as the incision does not go | contrary, renders the upper surface of the rectum
_ n;a{hthgim. N ’ll‘hat the rcc{tul;l is, b);“ the ::jcu«)S slm:lght, and ntq mjur)t'. \\']1atc<1:vq1;]tqttlxe rll‘)lowcl.at-
§ of the horizontal portion of the staff, rendered | tends an operation performed with 1t. here is a
. str:aight, and is therefore not in the least danger qf tradition in the school that it was once wounded,
being wounded, as at first might be supposed it | but I have never known it happen in my day.
would be.  (8) From the near neighbourhood of| 1t was, however, to overcome the force of the
the anus to the incision the wound is easily | first and second objections that I was led to alter
sretched or dilated, so that it does not require to | the construction of the rectangular staff. ~ After try-
be of great size.  (9) A mcre limited incision is|ing various experiments, I have finally had the
made in the neck of the bladder than is usually in-| staff hinged by a very simple and effective mecha-
fiicted in the lateral operation, and the wound lies | nism, ablylcxecglt?d by Mg H(;lll_ard, ofbthlslmt);i
mthe longest axis of the prostate. (ro) If the|so that when being introduced it can be place
me 1s vbery large and mulch room 1(1ee21ed, the|in the most favourable position for being passed
ht side of the prostate is casily reached, and can | along the canal, and when it is in place, by turning
:incised with a probe pointed bistoury. a screw in the handle, it is firmly fixed in a rectan-
In short, I hold that this mode of operating ! gular position. The pressure of the left forefinger
most perfectly fulfils all the requirements of an|in the rectum brings it to its right-angled position
asy, rapid, and safe access into the Dbladder ; that! (and that it cannot pass), and then two turns of the
the surgeon cannot go wrong who exercises the ' screw fixes .it there. ) By glwis simple plaqmuch is
§ 'ost trifling care ; that there is the least injury to | gained. First, all difficulties of introducing it is
 § iltlructures and the minimum risk of complications ; pve}rcomg. Secon(ll\l)f', the l(llcell 9(} i]}lc staff (w{;xch
4 thatit provides the shortest road for the stone to | is the point we seek for, and which there may be a
travel as it is extracted, and that the most direct | difficulty in finding if ghe staff is a small one), may
and efficient drain for the urine is established. be greatly enlarged (widened and made more easily
In spcaking to hospital surgcons elsewhere of | detected), and so more surely entered.  And,
: !his speration, I have always found that their ob-| thirdly, the removal of the s;aff from the urethra is
4 Jct ms to use it were 2ther, (1) the supposed | also facilitated, as by reversing the screw the hori-
e, dlﬂi( Aty of introducing (especially in clnldyun) a zontal portion is _a]lowcd to fall, :{pd so the angular
“saff of the rectangular fcrm ; (2) ““ the stab in the i shape of the staft is done away with.  So long as
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