
TI CANADA LAKCIET.

work, the. conditions toward which the energies of our profession h,
striven, when our men miglit be able to, join as active participants
the. mar<ch of progress rather than continue as interested spectators

lIt has been aaid, with some warrant for the statement, that wl
our elinical staffs have discharged creditably their obligations to
sick, that they have as yet contributed littie in the way of researe
of scientifle valuie. But surely if they have f ailed, it has been
f ailur. of acconiplising the impossible, of attaining the end with,
the, means, of turning ont the flnished produet before the ereeti
manning, organization and equipment of the plant, rather than entir
fromn fauit of the, individual.

1 should like, if tiine perniitted, Wo refer to numerous other Iii
along which a rapid evolutionary process is taking place at the, presi
tirne, such as the establishmnent of special institutions for inedical
search, the wonderful aetivity in the domnam of public health, tiie po]
lar crusades against tuberculosis, cancer, venereal disease, infant in
tality, and occapational diseases; the legislative enactmnents in eonn
tien with workmnen's compensation and national insurance, ail of th
questions i which. w. are specially interested and toward the solutý
of whiehi we should use our influence.

lt requires no prophetie vision te see the bearing of all these mattý
on the future of the mnedical profession. It can be said te our cre.
that wve have always been ready to sacrifice persenal interest te 1
common good, so tliat whatever tends te progress is assured of c
sympathy and hearty support.

There is unfortuniately a disposition on the part of some to inistê
mûre novelty and change for progress; and of others, looking at a ,ro
question from a particular angle, te overestimate the relative importai
ef oe aspect et profesuional activity, usiially their own, as cortpar

withaoth. lIt is liere that the. steadying influence and hard comm
nonse of the. profession at large, whose theeries have been tempereJ
the. cool winds ot practiciil experience, siioild maire its influence ff
so that, wileready te try ail things, w. may hold fast to that whiîch
geod, at lenst ntil something better is at hand, and under al i e
stances let us be <aauured that corne what may, the. chief aim and obi,
of oui' profession shall b. kept steadily i view the centrol andi eV
of disease.

But it mut net b. assumed that the future pregress of medicl
is bound Up entirely in the activities ot colleges, hespitals, research
stituites, Boardu of Healtb, and so forth. Thii mportant strategie p
tien occupied by the. general practitioner for attcin many of

prb em of dsease for st.udying the initiation of diseas.. its cu
~pea tiirougii xany years, andi ita final outeome bas net been ftl

appreciated.


