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M RPRESIDENT AND GENTLEME,-About two years agro 1 read a
paper hefore this society on the -Open Method of rrreating,

Fractures." In the course of that papel' 1 related a series of cases in
whichi by various mnanipulations, it wvas impossible to ,ecure accurate
approximation of the broken fraginenti, and bccause of this 1 hiad eut
dowvn upon the recent fracture, brought the fragments together, and
secured tlîem by mneans of silver wvire. O3f course it, was urged against
thi'; pi ocedure, that 1 liad converted a simiple fracture into a conipound,
and that sucli pý-actice is to be deplored. With a stili further experience
in sucli cases, .1 desire to repeat here what I tien contended, that an
a.septie compound fracture with accurate apposition tends to à iîîuelh
better resulitL than a simple fracture left to, unite in a faulty position, witlî
ail its associated deforniiity and losi of use.

While I think I shall never be guilty of advising the open miethod
of treatment for ail fractures of the patella, 1 ain inclined to advocate
this method in ail cases, and for the following reasons: erst, the fact
that by this mnethod one secures bony union. Second, that the period
of convalescence is shortened froni three, or even six triontts, to froîii
three to six Nveeks. Third, that bony union neyer occurs in case,
treated by the use of the time-honored splint and the varions inechianicai
devices, because of the tension caused by the swelling and blood clot in
the joint, and becausa of the fact that the periosteum. is neyer, or rarel:,
tomn at the saine level that the patella is broken, and it therefore oveî'-
laps the fractured surface. Fourth, that, in cases in whichi fibrous union
occurs there is a tendency for the fragments to become further separated
when the suflerer begins to walk. Fifth, thiat when fibrous union lias

allowed sufficient separation to occur to give rise to awkwardnes in
'walking it is then difflceult to secure good approximation and an ide.-l
result by an open operation, because of the atrophy that lias occurred ini
the broken frag-ments. Sixth, that according to Dr. Power,; (li'the resuits
are satisfactory in .04 per cent. of the cases treated l)y îýhe open method.
Hit observations inc1ude seven hiwndred and eleven cases which lie
was able to colleet

My reason for bringingi this subject before youa is thuat, upon se'veratl
occasionz, when I have advocated the treatnient, 1 b.a<ve been somewhat
severely criticised for suggesting; such a dangerous proced'ure. At the
satiie tiîne I feel that an z7bpology is due to some surgeons hiere for
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