
BOOK REVIEWS.

ably short-lived. The single exception to this rule is Gray's
Anatony. In the fifty years since the author's early death it
lias grown beyond even the leadership in its own subject, and
has become the foremost medical book in all English literature.
As English is now the world-language, this is equivalent to prim-
aey in the medical literature of the world.

Eighteen editions have been demanded in the course of its
half century, and they have enlisted many of the ablest anaton-
ists of this period. The principles on which Gray built his book
have been followed, and it is not too much to say that during two
generations it bas guided the teaching of its subject in Aierica
as w'ell as England. An army of students bas conned its pages,
and lias carried it away into practice, for it is equally valuable to
the physician and surgeon for reference on underlying points. In
fact, the editor has male the applications of aiatomy, in medi-
cine as well as surgery, a special feature.

Of all the editions, this new one represents the most thorough
revision. Every line has been scanned for possible improvemnent.
Anything in the nature of a possible obseurity lias been clarified,
passages have beeu rewritten, and new developments have been
ineorporated. Rearrangement has elimîninated man y duplications,
and thuis, together with condensation in style, lias rendcered it
possible to present more information in one hundred pages less
space, to the readers obvious advantage. Professor Spitzka, the
editor, is one of the foremost anatomists in the world, and lie
joins to this the apt qualification of being himself an artist as
well. so that the drawings from his own band present lis know-
ledge directly to thle mind of the reader. Another of Gray's
fundamuental improvements, in wlich his book bas always been
unique, was the engraving of the naimes of the parts directly on
thei, so that the student learned at one not only their nomiien-
Clature, but also their position, extent and relations, the four
cardinal points. The advantage of this graphie methîod over the
elsemwere customuary ines and reference letters is obvious.
Gray's bcok -was also the first to contain illustrations in colors.
In tihis new edition, besides all the improvements in the text, the
splendid series of eharacteristie illustrations bas been equally
revised, many euts being replaced and more added, and the use-
of colors is more lavisli than ever. No student in any profession,
or in any branch of mnedicine, has offered to bim any instrument
of instruction comparable to Gray 's A natomy. It suffices to say
that the new edition will excel any of its predecessors.
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