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of Dublin, the latest writer on this branch, to place it in a class which he
has arranged to nrovide for this and porrigo (which is now known to be
owing (o a vegetable parusite), under the name of DERMaTOPHYTA. The
transmission of the secds of this plunt is supposed to render the discase
contagivus; and hence there would seem to be sume foundation for the
popular opinion which hus long prevailed, thatit is communicuted by the
razor in shaving, as the name of barder’s vch wonld scem to imply.
‘What relation this vegetable parusite hears to the cutancous aflection,
whether that of cuuse or of eficet, wonld seem to be yetun open question.
It is certnin that mentugr can anse without such direcet contact from a
razor, in sume cuses ut Joast, as T once hud o patient in w hose case cating
of cheese was sure v bring out un eruption of this pature, und have hed
other cases in which the putient had not been shuved by n harber for

cars ; and in the present cuse, indeed, the putient has two brothers who

ave been in the hadat of shuving with the same razor that e has, for
several yeurs, in neither of whom is thore the Jeast traee ot the discase.
I could add, also, that 1 have teeated nnd cured cases without any special
reference to such purasiticnl connection, It would scem, therefure, as
though a favorable nidus mnst exast, in the shape of some predisposition,
either local or general, for the propngation of the discase. as 18 seen in
favus, in which there s evidently a contagions element of sume kind, and
which has alsv its own vegetable parasite, und stillis only contagious une
der certain favoralle circrmstunces, a fuet which renders its communica-
tion of much less frequent ocenrrence than would be the case undcr other
circuastances.

Under the former view of the patholezy of mentagra, the course of
treatment pursied was that of purcatives, Jaxatives, and altcmtives
internally,and eollicnt and sedative appheations externa by, in the early
stage, winl more opless stinulatiner, or wore especially resolvent vintments,
as the divense became more chromes Among the omtments used were
those of wdide of sulphir and aodide of putassinn, of the furmcr 10 10 30
graing to the oince of lard, and of the datter Irom 3 s« 1o 3 o T havealso
used an vintment of 1wdide of tead with advantage, and sometinmes erea-
sote omtimeni.  These imdine omtments are most usefulatter the intlame
matory stuge has passed, when tubereulur pdurtions only are leit.
Bathing the part with warin water, two or three tunes dhaily, aud porticu-
larly a dotche of vapor of hot witer dirceted to the part for fifteen nununtes
or halt an honr, will be fnind to nesist the action ol the resolvent omntmentss
The beard <should be kept closcly ot with seissons, and the use of a razor
rigialy alsluned from. FThe diet should be Lebt and unstimenlating,
The result, undee the use of the best rogulatad means, 18 often quite
nasatisfictory.

The treatment, in accordince with the parasitical view of the diseases
is much more simple, and o reach shortes duration ; and s sud by 1s
advocates to be not enly speedy but certuin, and consequentiy inuch more
sutisfuctory. It consists in renoving cuch individual sais of the ypart
affected, by means of torceps, withont any previous preparation, and ?jlen
making an application to cscstrny the vegetable purasite. The removal of
the ha r in this way is somewhut painful 1n recent cases, but in thowe of
long stunding causes but little inconvenience. As sourn us the hair is re-



