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a specifie Celtie skull-form, bothi the above forms-to the correct
knovledge of' vicli lie has largelv contributed,-cannot l)e gi'ouped
under it. At least two types of extreme diversity belo n- to the ancient.
Britishi pazan period:- th;e one, the extreniely long skoll of tbe mega-
lithic tombs ; the other, the short aud broad bracLiyceplialic skull
abounding in British barrowvs of Piite-Roman and Roman centuries;
while the ovoid dolichiocephalie skzull of the pagan Saxon is interme-
diate in forma, Nvhen compared ii the two.

MUore than one bypothesis is open to us to, account for sucb diversi-
ties. Thiere is the probability of an Allophylian, possibly Fin'iie,
Turanian, or other prehistorie race, which Nvas in occupation of Britain
before the first Celtic immigration. fletzius from the examination of
two Basque skulls was led to the conviction, wvbichi accorded wvith bis
preconceived opini')ns, that the Basque head-forin is b.-achyceephalie.
M. A. d'Abbadie confirmed this opinion by his observations on the
living head ; and the resuit lias been generally accepted as an estab-
lishied fiict. Buit recently, two meinhers of the Antbiropolog"ical Society
of Paris recovcredl with their.own bands, fron. a Basque cemetery, ini
the province of Guipuscoa, sixty crania, wbicbi are now deposited in the
museurti of' the Sot.ety. 0f' these, M. Paul Broca reniarks, in bis ad-
dress delivered before the Society in 1863 :"0, f the sixty Basque
skulls iii your collection, two or three only are really brachycephalous ;
most of' themn are altogether dolichocephalous ; and, what ivas quite
unexpected, the mean type of the series is mucli more dolichocephal-
ous than that of the French in thie iiorthi." llere it is seen i%. Broca
unhesitatingly styles tbemn "Basque skulls ;" but thougbi the old
Iberian touie survives in tbe Basque district, its race may be, and
probably is, not less r:ied than the Gaelie speaking people of tbe
Lewes, for example, amoag, whom, both Finnie and Norse fèatures and
head-forms are affir med by one recent experienced observer, Captain
Thomas, R.N. to predomiinate.* The unexpected results of the ana-
tomical study of so large a number of crania from a cernetery within
the Basque area, are, bowever, deserving of the most careful study.
They help) to add to the regret that the abundant dark locks of the
Silures l)revented Tacitus froni reporting on tbe forni of head of the
British tribes to wbom an Iberian origin was ascribed.

To the comparative proportions of the head.forrns of Guipuscoa and
the north of France 1 shall again refer. But, returning meanwbile to

1MS. Letters to the author, Prehist. A/nnals, Vol. Il. P. 208.

377


