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tians. et in secrgby, a8 they often did, to perform an ot of. homige to
him who'died for their-offences and rose again for their justification, und
40 ' feast on the remgmbrances of his love, it never occurredto. them o
think; whetherthe validity of their simple act of duty and- gratitude! do.
pended on: the Brotirer who -officinied. The"great object in claiming for
priésts:qualifications necessary to render sacraments valid, isto-endreass
power;” and- history tells: us that to augment the power of the: church by
making - the efficiency of ordinances depend upon her ministers, is to de-
stroy:the gospel, It ishigh-time that the institutions of the new economy,
at once so:sublime and so simple, were sfript of every thing like supersti-
tion ‘and priesteraft, and observed agreeably to their original intention, as
means of presennmr the Lord Jésus to the faith and the love of believers&
OF BAPTSN,

- "Fhe foregomu- remarks have been made respecting Saommems gener
ally. ‘Those that follow respect baptism in particular. .

The parties concerned in the baptism of a child are thice, the Chmch.
-the parent or parems-—-und the ohiid. To all tbree, bapnsm has z‘m
important’ refetence;-© - 3

' ' Of Baptism-s6 fvas the Church is eoncered,su’s . .

It has been alrendy stated that baptism, as being a sncramem,
gyinbolizes certain; important truths. Without aiming.at great mintiténgas,
the .truths enshringd ‘i the sacrament mey be .stated ay the twq

following, . .. o O o HEA
1. The Baptism of a child symbohz@s thp unxversal corrupnom.nf
human natwees - v i N

- Nothing can more clcarly set: forth thc docmne of onguml szn:than thé:
bapnsm of an infant, An infunt, -it is obvious, can have nd sin ‘ofirits.
own,.committing):it is not capableof entertaining a sinful thoight, -ogms
sinfal'jyish, or of performing.a sinful.act, It is, so far as itsiown personab
actiogs: are concerned, .an innaocent creature, aad yet thas little innogent
needs. to-be washed.. . There is. about. it, something. which needs to ba:
removed;:ard that something can He ibuioved 6nly by-the blood which was
glied £or the.femission of sins, . Fo attempt.to:éxplain “how sin:isin ax
infant is not at present intended, what.we have chiefly to.do.;with ig'the
fadt,rthat ol rhen are byznature;cortuptéd, and that this'cortuption can: ‘be
removed onjy by-tlie atoning bloed of Christ. What is:matter of fact.now,,
has been matter of. fact all the way hick -to the fiust birthi' The. beptisai,
of an infant-is.a:publig:recognition of this-fuet by ‘thechurch, Weredvér
to.search-forpraofd in.support.of the.dodtrinerof :driginal sin, where.conldi
we fihd anpmore conchisive, any moredimpressive. than’ these which-aze®
farnishediby irifand bdptism. [These prooft do.not partake so. much «ofs
the nature of arguments, as of facts, which cannot be-contradieted.:y.

The doctrine of originel sin lies at the f~undation of christian theology,
and also of practical goodness ; and an avowal of it is the first thmg done
when a person is declm‘ed t6 balong tothe family of Clirist. The sicrhimient



