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TENAZÂRENE~ MEBSENGER.

as disturbers of the public peace, and escapilg, and knowing that if they
violators of the lavis. The Mfagistrateesehould 8ucceed, according to the laws oà
immediately isued warrants for the IRomne, hie ovin life would ho forfeited,
arrest of the brethren, P'aul snd Silas, ho drew bis sword and vias about to
and apparently withont any form o'f commit suicide, when .the voice of Paul
trial, or permission to allow them to &rom the inner prison cailed out, "Do
speak in their own defence, they were thyseif no harm, for we are ail herq."-
stripped of their outer clothing, and Thona suddeiily convinced *that the,
aubjected to the cruel infliction of the earthquake vias caused by the Divine
lash, in the presence of tha lawless, Beîng, to whom bis He'brew prisonoe
howling mob, and then hurried into had prayed for deliveranco, and boee-
the common gaol, vihere the keeper vis ng also that it vias a providoiitial
strictly charged to guard thom closely. interference which kept bis prisoners
Who, having received such a charge, trom attempting to escapit-, and thus
took them to the innermest parte of isaved bis lufe, lie procured a liglit, rai,
the prison, where they viere bound and into the cell where the :inissionarier.
bad their feet faetened in the stocks. were confined, and after britiging theni

But the sufferimg mssFionsries did out, and perhaps hearing an exposition
not give up their faith and hopes, nor of thoir religious vievis, and now aiso,
Enurmur at tho Providence of God in convinced that lie needod Salvation
perm itting thon, to be thus afflicted by from etornal death, lie a8ked the impor-
wicked mon, but on the contrary rather tant question of our teit, "Sire, vihat
rejoiced that they weie accounted wor- muet I do to be saved,» snd receives the
bhy to, suifer in the same manner as no lese important reply, "lBelieye in the
~hoir master had before thera, ini the Lord Josus and thon shait be savod."
cause of truth, and therefore they en Now the question arises,. what vias
leavoied to boguile thoir sufferings and the previous religious knoFwledge of the
?ass away the hours of darknese, and Phillipian jailor 7 Re seome to, have
tgo, to inipart soma ins;truction to the been an ex-Roman soldier, trsined ini
ther prisonors, by prayer, and einging the arts of viar, as weil as in the dark

lie sacred psalms of their country. and bloody superstition of Pagan Rome,
QVhile thus engagod, about the midnight and took pl6asure in the suiferings of
iour, an earthquake suddenly shook otherg, and. *regarded self murder as a
ie foundations of the prison,.- so that virtue. It:is nat likely that lie paid
-he doors of the dungeons flow open mny attention to the religion of the
Lnd the bonds of the' prisonore were Jews, for those people viere only fevi,
ooeed, and of no politicaI importance at Phul-

The jailor, now rouied from hie eleep, ippi, and mon of the world, who se ek
!eellng the shock, hearing the slaxnming-1 government offices and large salaries,
f doors, and a commotion among the generally look 'with scorn and contompt
?rsèoners, and eupposing that they were on the religion of the poor and lowly,


