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THE DEPARTURE OF CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON.

BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

The giant cedar of Lebanon has fallen, and the crash of its downfall
has sent a sound of thunder echoing over the continents. Anchored to the
soil by countless and far-spreading roots, who can measure the widespread
desolation and devastation which such a downfall of one of the monarchs
of the forest leaves behind 2 Look at the institutions inseparably bound
up with this marvellous life! A church of nearly six thousand living mem-
bers, with its vast Sunday-schools and missions ; a pastor’s college, with
more than a hundred students in course of training, and eight hundred
scattered over this and other lands preaching the old Gospe’ ; the Stock-
well orphanages, with their hundreds of inmates, and thousands more who
have now Christian howes or are heads of pious families ; the almshouses,
with their aged folk ; all the thousands and teus of thousands of weekly
sermons published in a score of languages, and read not only in homes, but
in places of worship, scattered from the Chinese Sea to the Straits of Gib-
raltar, and still westward from the St. Lawrence to the Pacific, and from
Siberia to the Cape of Good Hope and Terra del Fuego.

Has there been any one death in the century that has left such a vacancy
in the werld ¢ In March, 1791, John Wesley died, just a little more than
a century ago, and history strangely repeats itself. Who can think of
John Wesley and Charles Wesley without thinking of James Spurgeon and
Charles Spurgeon—in each case two brothers intimately associated in their
great work, and singularly fitted to supplement and complement each
other's qualities and activities§ WWesley and Spurgeon, separated as they
were in theology, the one & leader of the Arminians, the other of the Cal-
vinists ; the one a Methodist, the other a Baptist—how strangely do their
careers compare and contrast! Wesley was a reformer, an organizer of
congregations, a builder of chapels ; he appointed lay preachers and sct
them at work ; he formed classes for the instruction and development of
converts and the maintenance of strict and orderly discipline ; he went
sbout tirelessly exhorting and preaching, perpetually travelling, and holding
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