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callect.  Extravagances and evils, according to President Fdwards’
testimony, mixed with much that was good. A censorious spirit was
rampant.  Whiteficld himsel( publicly judged and denounced ministers
of standing and experience, and many leading churches also, for their
supineness or opposition—so much so that the prstor of Northamptox,
while sympathizing with the movement and throwing the great weight
of his example and preaching in favor of it, deplored the excesses of
intemperate zeal, and specially exposed and condemned the censorious
and self-vighteous spirit which characteriwc ! a portion of its promoters.
Evea Whitefield himself he censured and personally rebuked ! |

Surely, when old and staid ministers—ministers of learning, piety
and recognized standing—were led away for the time being from the
meckness and sweet gentleness of Christ, and in speech and manner, in
preaching and praying, implied that all who were not of their way of
preaching and praying—all who cast not out devils after their fashion
—all who failed to enter heartily into their measures, or who dared to
oppose them, were hypocrites or graceless professors—the young and
zealous sophomore who had caught the contagion and entered into the
excitement and took an active part in the revival, which changed the
character of the college and numbered 1many of its students among its
converts, might have been pardoned the hot, thouglitless words spoken
m private concernmg the lack of picty in one of the tutors who hud
just been ¢ pathetically ” praying before the students! What college
law was broken? That was there in the nature and extent of the
¢ " -nse to call for college discipline? Were there not many palliating
¢ .siderations in the times and in the circumstances of the case?
W ould not & reprimand have been all that the offense called for? (n
what principle of justice or fairness could they visit upon him, a student
too of blameless virtne and exemplary piety, condign punishment, blast
his future prospects and consign him to disgrace, so far at least as their
action had caect? Fortunately it did not seriously injure the character
of Brainerd, even at the time, or lessen the high esteem in which he
was held ny his frien Is, while it served to rally to his support many of
the mos. erainent ministers of his time, and called forth great sympathy
and L.terest in his career, not only over all New England, but alsoin
Nuw York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  And God s, overruled the
matter that, beyond all question, it was one of the chief causes which
led to the establishment of Princeton College.

The first point suggested by these memoirs that is worthy of careful
consideration by all the friends of missions at the present time relates
to the methods and the machinery of missionary operations. We do not
propose to discuss this important and vital question here, but simply to
note the example of this eminent Christian and missionary and the
results of his labors.




