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mnens te read tho Dakota catecbilsm. Mr.
Riggs must not uso as a, toxtbook the ver-
sion of the Bible %% hici lius father propared
wlth s0 mucli patience and chularship. Mr.
Willlamrson rai not wvrite on the black-
board tire Tdîî Comnîandments expressed iii
any words bis Indran boys have ever iîeard
i their %% 1wams or oni the piaygrouind. Tire

book, the pritited page, the written wordb,
are u nder the ban of tire United States Gov-
erniment. Its edîct la, ' Thou shait flot teacli
an Indian boy te read a wvard in his own

er, in bis order, dated Jaîn. le~, lffl, * otier
tlian a natlive Indian tearlier, -%vil] be per-
mittcd to teach in any Iodlan vernacular ;
and tîxese native teachers will only be ai-
lowed in acbols flot stippurted iii %viiolo or
in part by the governmnent, at reinote points
where thero ara ne governinent or contract
schools where the Eng,-ltsh langunge Is
tauglit. ,'

That this higlh-handed and imper-
tinent action vu the part of a gov-
erninent officiai wvi11 be acquiesced i
by the religious public, especially by
our missionary bocieties, we do flot
for one momient believe. The posi-
tion taken by the confet-ence at Mo-
honk Lake last suminer is the only
correct .ine, anîd Our p>t-cupt1uous
Iniian Office wvîlI be f orceti to sec it:

..~,YIicy ca bc enditred which forbids
(Jîristiaa mîeni and icoîîîc to teach C'hristian
truth, or te prepare instruction iii it in any
irey theydeent right, iii any part ef this coin-
maniwcalth, that is consi.stent iwith that civil
anîd relig-ions liberty wliiclî is unhamtipered
iii every other part of our land, and must
liercafter bc unhianîpcred witin ail lndian
reservations."

77e Citri-st-iai Union wveil says:
1It is inonstrous that tiiere slîonid bc' a

square mile et tercltoryv in tire United States
in whbîch the National Governinent sbould
be able by de-rotie decreo tu detertinine tie
conditions under which a frve religions sudi-
ety which asks ao support and iti, favors
tram the goverrnnîent niay carry on its work.
WVe should be glad to have ri ýrions societies
appeal te tire President tu have tlîls order
resclnded. rnet because theêy wisli te use tire
Indian vernacular, but because they de-
mand liberty ta make their own mît-s% aîîd
regulations Nvitliout let or bindmance ef P ny
kind [rom the Indiaxi Bureau."

Says 1'hc C'on gregationalist:
IlThe simple fa:ts are thiat tlio order (if

thn lndian ('omniisoner. whicli lias bpeeui
inodîfird, was absurd and unjust te begin
with, and that whoover lias attemptcd te
înadify it bias bungled lus task su that tire
resuit le not inucli morei ue sfactry tu ii-
telligent and patriotie people-u.lthough It

perhaps lq a Ilttle mnore-than the original
Nvas. It lo a greai puty that s0 Important a
niatter slîouid net be nianaged more sensi-
biy.11

For ourselves we ai-e aiazed at
this "1rebufi fi-om the UJ. S. Govern-
ment." Our m~ort1iy Pr-esîdent cani-
net af'oi-d te 1jave tlis action of lus
subordiiuate stand. It is a grievous
indignity to the missionai'y sentiment
of tlic age and dii-ectly centravenes a
fundaitiental pi ineiple of our institu-
tions. It is quite bad enoughi foi' our
politicians, in national, state and
munit ipal leg-isiation, te bshow mîark-
ed partiality to the Roman Catholie
Clîuî'cli foi' the sake of political influ-
ence;- but Nvhen a government officer
arbitî-arily interposes and forbids our
missionary societies, in sulhools estab-
lishied antI wliolly supported by them,
frein conducting tlîei as thei' wvis-
d(lin dictates, it is quite tinie a liait
wveîe called and the pulse of the peo-
ple feit. The order excluding the
Dakota BiblP fi-ou every school
xvhpî'e( its reading can do any good is
only paî'al1eled by the iî±cent attenipt
of the Turîki.sh Goveriniient te sîîp-
press Anie-ican sehools iii the otto-
man Empire-an attenhpt against
wluith oi' Depaî-tment ef State
thrîoughi i. Stî'aus, oui' ninibter,
so earn2stly protcsted as te defeat
the atternpt. No less eaî'nest should
be the pî-otest of tixe Aunerican people
a-ainbt an arbitî-aryoret-r- whicli dic-
tates te tieji' missionaî'y societies the
methîods whichl t! y must pursue as
a condition of being allowed te work
foi' the conversion cf thc Indian race.
Se long as this ordet' stands tlue De-
partment of tixe Interioî' w'ill be in a
position of direct antagonism te the
Christian sentiment of eut' land.-
J. M. S.

TIIE flNDIÂN BUREAU AND TUIE CATHO-

LIC CIIURCH.

THE Aneî'ican Protestant Cliuî'ch
has another serious îuîatter te settie
wiît1î this saine seci'etary. Sonietlîing
us evidently wrîong in hiq department,
and it i% quite time beme liglit wa-s
let iiiupon it. We quote the follow-

lm.]


