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Oaik Lake Conutry.

A writer in the Free Press Baya: "Tho
%vosterit portion of b1aîitoba is being rapidly
sottlad and already gives promise of being one
of tho meat prosperous sections of the province.
Soma parts of it aie conîparatively littie cnoîvn,
yet mnrt more thau a passing notice out accout
of tho fertility of the soil and gcneral prosperity
attendins, tho efforte of enticrs whlo have g0ne
in thero withiu tho hast feir years. Tite section
of country around Oak Latke station, 165 miles
west of W'innipeg, is a notable in3tince of this.
Six yenrs ago there were few if any settlers ie
that locality, but now thcre i8 the flourishing
villa-e of Oak Lak~e, and a thickly settlcd and

ndprosperous farming community aroinud it.
Tite village which is slîottly to be iaicorporated
is in the îannicipility of Laîulsdowne in the
county of Dennis, anà lhas now a population of
about 500 souts.

The Bail in the vicinity is a fine sandy loim,
the fertility of which lias been fully establishied
by the large quautity of grain that bas beau
marketed at this point, in the l.ast threc yenrs.
Oîîly a few years ago, it iras the winter homte
of vast horde cf buffâlo that soughit shelter- in
its forest glades aud many bluffs, It was ait
historie spot in Indian life, and Hudson Biay
traders yet livingý, recouint intcresting reminis-
cenîes of its oborigines. Tite buffaloare c'xtinct,
Miud tho noniads too, save sonme 600 Sioux
Iîudianawihoare exiles from Dakota as aresult
o! the Caster massacre. Thecir reservation ib a
faw miles northest of Oak Lake, and a few
days ago they had a grat pow.vrow in what is
keown as the dog fanst. The rcgion is known
for its scenic beauty.

The prairie is undulatiag and covercd with
beautiful bluffs. Tite latter are intetspersed
at iîîtervals with xnany beautiful farins covcred,
at this season. ivith couuîtlcss numbers
of staeks cf grain. fIords cf cattle and droves
of sheoji have rcplaced the buffialo, giving
eçidence, that Bottiers are fast realizing the
importance of mnixed farming. The Lelaud
House anid tire other hotels cater to tic needa
cf tho farmers who market their grain at this
point. Thora are two large , evators at the
station; Ogilvie's having a capaicity for 2-5,000
bushols of wheat, and that of Roblie & Ar.
muitage, room for storing 30,000 bushels. Tho
principal feature of the place, however, is the
magnificeet relier miii cf Lcitch Bros., with a
grinding capacity cf 250 barrels a day. This
is cne cf the fluest mille outside o! W'innipeg
le the province, and has ever modern ap-
pliance. Thora is a grain evator adjoining
the miii having a capacity for 35,000 bushels
of whoat, and atiother warehousa tlîat will
store an aidditional 25,000 bushele. Thresh-
ing has alrady bogue, and from 40 te 50
tennis pet day cau be en selling or storng
Nvhcat ai, the elevators. This average will
kep up fur tho next three menthe, during
îrhichi tinie soma 500,000 bushels cf îvheat will
-bu marketed. Thoro are a number cf fine
stores in the village, Mr. B. flickaon, M.P.P.,

for Lansdowno, boing cle cf tho ieadin, tuar-
chants. Oe is forcibly imîîrcssed in watehing
tue farmors drive iota toffn uriti tho fine
herses thîey ewn. Tite MNess. Leitch, too,
have sema excellent heorses. Tite irriter cf
tluis sketch wru treated t<, a drive soine five
miles nortit te thia Assiniboine valley behîind
as fine a pa:ir cf thorouighbred herses 'as ever
trod turf. Theu gait at wliieh they travelled
wira a lively oe, and tho day beieg fine iras
lîeartily enj,)yed, as wrus a subsequeut drive <if

15 miles te \'irdee. Tite Nieste. Loiî.ch set-
tlcd nh Oàk Laîke iii 1897, aud sacceas liais
rcwarded tlicir enterpniso. 1l'eir fine es.
tablislîment is a buion te the Oalk L-1ke coule-
try and a credit te the province of Manitoba.

Tfhe scecry is very licturcshîuo t tic valley
tif Chie Assiniboisia Lui the uorth, ais wivol as
arotind Oak L.ake, a lovely sheet of raîter,
soea six or Bevcn miles soutlswest cf tlîe towu.
Tite latte, e'ow that slîtiii. scason his set in,
is a resort for sportsmien frein a'l piuts of thie
province. (anae, duick and aveit swans ara%-
pleutiiul and the bluffi abound îvitlî chiieken,'
iiiaking the rcgiee a u'eritable huit tera' paratitise.
A singtular incident hais occurned ewiug te
l'lum Crcck having bacorne discoaiectedl iith
thie lake. l>ike or jackfish tViat once %e Fo
îîleuti!ul, are nciv extinct, thea Indiana haviug
fislied allthîatremaiucd. Ni>regret is expressed
at this, for wheu the ccii' fish lîatchery is in
uîperatien, a fine opportuitity ilh bo afferded
for stocking this lake ivith irbitefish, trout,
carp and other od î'arietias cf fooi fiait.
Tite lake is uine miles ini legth by four miles
lu wiâth. Thora is a large Franch ihalf-breed
seutlementh andl Belgian colony li the viciiiity of
Oaik Lake."I

Towii andi Country Residents.

le a country like Manitoba that offers suuch
pcculiaî adrantagas te those who have strength
aed capacity te eujey country life, iL is remark-
able that £u large a lîropo. ieue!f the puplul itionl
rezort to .he chties and teuves. Probably eite-
thuird cf the entire population is t:) bc feued in
buisinesa contres, engatgcd ini varions occu-

1iations, soma cf tha employmaîîts net alîrcys
thîe most secute. The objeat or indîîccmeet is,
le many cases, the hope o! ebtaining immed-
late com!ort or stnddcnhy acquiniug îrealth, and
bur lit.ilo regard is tîad foir future advaetages,
-îvhich this fille agnicultuirA counitry effars se
generously te individuals of industrious habits
irbo desira te nuake comfortable homes and bo-
comte independent IL might bc thought Chbat
thie opportunity that exists ie Manitoba for se-
cîîning ce eay terme, claared farins cf three
hîuedred and twcnty ares caci, caîîable cf pîro-
duciîîg evcry ordinary article cf foodl ini con-
stsuttly iecreasieg abuedance, a'ould be an irre-
sistible Camptation, espccially te youeg main
who love froc life le the open air, ire oen
the exertion of strength is au cejoymout. The
mac io can skilfully and successfully manage
a farmi in Muanitoba abould rank high ln the
social scahe, for hoamcias bis cuve fields, bis cire
bouises, his cuva cattle and herses; hie builda bis
cire stacks anad markets bis ewn grain; his c-
eoinpî,hbmnts are varied ana cf akind thaut
rcqîîires strngth cf body as Wircl as an intelli-
Ret mind. Tite Manitoba farmer ueay cet

talk s0 flhxetly and cerrctly as bis cousin freint
the town, lier act se gracefolly, non droas su
ncatly, but lie eati engage in uîndertakinge that
would apail a resident of the City. Ila can
cîîrb and central the wildcst aenl iost untraet.
able Isoraes; hie eali survey il v'ast field cf grain
and with lus îioîrnul toran and re3dy hincler
lvy the irbole ini wehl bouinc sh3avcs in a re.
mnankablo short space cf timte. Ie adrancing
the settlement and in stimulitting the pregrcss
of a couetry, the fariner takcs a pîlace in the
front rank aud ail othiers follow in his foot.
stops. Trhe <luctor, tue lawyer, tho nierchant,
the uninister, the sehool teacher, the buildeî',
tic blacksînith, the manufacturer, aind aven,
the locomotive on the railuvay, inust folloir or
acconipauy the fariner and his 1,10w, which
fecds the îrld. W~hîen the cost ei the farm.
crs outfit and the varied character o! bis labora
aocl considered, thue agriculturist caunot ho cort-
sitiencd a poor or an unieforiiicd maxi, for îrhen
lie takes his seat on a costly binder te which
Clîrco vainable borses ara attiched, nd pîro-
ceeds8 to eut a hundrcd acre fieldl cf wlieat, ho
really drives a more exîlensive carniage aed a
moe splendid teani, ever a more î'aluablo road,
tlîan that owned or taken by the wealtlîiest
gentleman in the land.-Pilot MNoniud Sentinel.

(rcnifcll, .1l.iiitoba.

Froisi the lirandol'M~1
Thzis is te a large exteet an Eoglish tewe,

and surrounded by an Etiglislî settiement,
tlîotîgl te the north there is a -tyll seteled,

<prosperous Germant settlement. 'î2he Germans,
as a rule, did net bring mens, but tbey are
rapidly acqiring thcma, mauy of tlue number
irili be îrealthy. ln the soutlî are situated the
Fakgiisb settlers for the most, part. Maey cf
the number brouglit in considerablo mianne, aed
are rcciving annual remittances, freni the
land cf sheekles and fat bec!. Every year
augments the numbar sa that tlîoIl roll cf sov'-
etiue continue." Many îo! the latter are fast
acquiring the ways of succaszf ni agriculture in
the country, though still rêtaining the usages
and customis of the Old Country and inclulging
themt haro as vzell as cineurnstanccs ivill per-
mit. 1 The 'are and the 'oaned" is a favorite
amuisemnt.

The teura itself is really oee cf the nîost
progressive along the line. Thora was a
tuao whcn the hotel accommodation uscd te
be a terrer to the travelling public; but this la
noir effectually changcd, as Mr. Il. A. Colle-
land ha-- crceld oe of the best buildings ini
the Caxiadiuun Northwost. Te sixe it is practi-
cally 60x66 feet, tîve.stories high, though the
rear part conusins cf tie 'wie ivith an alley
îray betîrcen. The building is madle cf granite
scolle, and coutains 35 bedroorns, and other
apartments in proportion.

The educational institutions are a good
school under MIr. ÀulcLeod; Englisb, L\ethodist,
Preshyterian and Baptist churchea uînder the
tho Rovs, B3en], Love, %IeLeod and Marshall
respiactivcly

There are ierc lodges cf Oranganien, Tcmp.
lars anîd a floîirishilig Agricultural 1 5ocicty
,with a hall <if tlicir civu and a mnbenhip ef
S0. Messns Lake and H. Cey are prc3idcnt
axîd occrctary-tnoasurcr.
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