410

THE CANADIAN MONTHLY.

entered into every social pleasantry with
genuine sympathy.

The genial heartiness and fine social
sympathies of Dr. Strachan helped him
through many difficulties ; and secured
the good will of his sturdiest opponents at
the last. He could use his humour also at
times with a quiet effectiveness that dis-
pensed with argument; as in his reply to a
rustic deputation entrusted with the griev-
ances of a whole parish. Their clergyman
was wholly unacceptable to them; and
among other reasons, they protested that
only last Sunday he preached a sermon they
had heard half a dozen times before. ¢ And
what was the text?” demanded the Bishop
in his broadest Doric ; following the trouble-
some question round, as one deputy after
another scratched his head in vain effort to
recall the forgotten words. * Very good,”
responded the Bishop, “ I'll write him to
preach it over again!” And so the dele-
gates were bowed out of the episcopal
library. The story is still repeated with great
gusto by admirers of the Bishop’s fatherly
rule, It seems such an unanswerable reply
to the impertinence of parishioners ventur-
ing to sit in judgment on their clergyman.
Yet, it is just possible that neither the
deputation nor the parish appreciated the
fine wit of the argument, or e¢stimated any
more highly their rector's unimpressive
homilies. Perhaps, indeed, if the truth were
known, the pews of the neighbouring Pres-
byterian or Methedist congregations were a
little better filled in consequence ; for men
do not, after all, like to Dbe treated as
children. But it was the Bishop’s way.
“Not only,” says Mr. Fennings Taylor, “was
he a - Father in God’ by his office, but he
was by habit and experience inclined, on all
seasonable occasions, to display the at-
tributes of paternity. When he saw fit to
admonish a brother, or to give a Synod a
plece of his mind, it was done in a fatherly
way: thatis sententicusly, and to the point ;
and a very sharp point it was as many can

testify who felt its pungency.” Few more
enthusiastic admirers of the old Bishop
could be appealed to: yet such “fatherly
rebukes” appear even to him to have oc-
casionally had a little too much of the fa-
ther in them, possibly owing to personal
experience of their sharpness; and so he
adds : “considering that he was dealing
with men and not with boys, it must be
allowed that he too frequently feathered his
contempt with what could scarcely be dis-
tinguished from rudeness.”

But we anticipate the events of Dr.
Strachan’s eventful life. He was a man of
such indomitable energy and courage, so
fertile in expedients, so firm and self-reliant,
that wherever his lot was cast he must have
made his influence felt. But introduced as
he was to a new country, just emerging
from its cradle, he found a boundless career
opened to his ambition ; and no one can
study, without the liveliest interest, the
strangely chequered career of the inexperi-
enced Scottish lad, transferred at the age of
twenty-one from the parish school of a Fife-
shire village, and its income £30, to
what was then the uncleared wilderness of
Upper Canada. Itis far from improbable
that the destined organizer of its Episcopal
church had never even seen a Bishop.
Episcopacy could be known to him onlyasa
little non-juring community of Scottish sepa-
ratists, existing outside the pale of legal toler-
ation ; and carrying their zeal for the divine
right of the exiled Stuarts so far that, so long
as Prince Charles Edward lived, they per-
sistently refused to recognize the reigning
family cven in their prayers. The death of
the prince placed them in a new dilemma.
Roman Catholic though he was, his “royal”
confirmation had been asked on the conse-
cration of every non-juring bishop. But
now their king de jure, and the head of
their Protestant Church, was 2 Romish Cardi-
nal, Henry Benedict, Cardinal York, on
i whose tomb in St. Peter’s, is inscribed the
. apocryphal title of Henry IX. King of Eng-




