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front its barre» uiniformnity wnulà Lc ce uninterost-
ing as an coconm of sanal. Blut it dace more than

1akaee by cifloring tiidivcrsity. It cailla inta play
îiaoiy principicil aind aftctîolcs wvlich airo thc pa.
rente of iunieraus virtues, anda whiclc airc produc.
tive of ranch goocl ta Socecty. Activity lis the soul
uf îappinese; but tLcis would bc wvitaercd, if know-
lecigo acnd its various applications ta tîco purposce
of Tlc woe not progressive. And] why mnay nlot
this rcncark apply ta religions knovledgc as wcll
as to science in gcncral 1 Nay, it scuns more
applicable to this than to any other spccice of
litiowvlccgo. For, silice it is aibove all othcre, the
Maost intcresting and] important, the mina] will most
rcalily engage in the pursuit of it, and] the habits
of investigation which are thus formeci will Le cx-
tendeci ta other branche@, ana] carry thcmt aiea for-
%vard icitlic marli of improvcment. IIow intiniate
tho convcuctioni of humait ana divine science 15e and]
liaw nuch -dvanccmcnt ini ti anc ile calcuhltcd to
ilaprova theo atler, tho history of lîterature since
the 14th ccuturymnay show. Whiat iL.portant ad-
vasages havo witlîin these fcw ycars heurt derivea]
from tis improvemnent ini sciencce ici several of the
arts of lifc! It muet appear, thoeforc, thait it ie
Lest ta acquiro our knowlcdgo of religioni, ais wc
do knowvledge ici gceil-p)rogrcosivcly, and by
labour aind attenition ; ana] incri rer ta this, that
there sicoula] bc a field] of inquiry ccuffccînt tai en-
gage the mosi. exaltea] mincis ic very period of the
world. The christian, revelation ie of this charnu-
ter, aund, titcrefure, the objection wc are iîoiv refait-
ing, tltat it ourdit ta hîave Leec clcar teal ciin
witlcout naucli labour, so far front hein- a valia] ob-1

jectionu iii really ci beauty, and] a proof of its suita.
blencsl ta the condition of main.

Tt ouglit ta e bcrcmemboel, niorcover, tlîat thec
Chiristian revclation wcis icot given to saitisfy a pry-
icîg curiusity, but ta relieve the urgent nces.!ics of
cîcan, ta dicipel luis darkiice, aind tu 6icpply thce de-
ficiciccies ofîcaLturil liglit. Tliat iL isbuflicicnt for
tlicic purpases, tie Lcneficial efets wlîicli it lias
p)roducea]in iG ccnturics, is aproof. Ana]surely it
possesees the înost iîtriking clîarcictcristic of a di-
vinle gift, if it Ccili produce 1c reace oui carth and
good wilI uîaî ci aaucac poo t i re mad ra-
tional worslîip of the truc Cod ; ana] tlîis it lias
douie wlîencver its gelîuiîîe influences have prevaul-
cd. And] wlîy slîould mnnspurn ut sucl a gift bc.
cause itis possible ta coîccive perlîaps tlîut it miglît
hcavecbecn grcatcr? 1Vlîy refuse the pcart because
more is icot bcatowed ! Tt wouild riaîrcly be mucli
nmore consistent wvitlc aur conîditiona ta be tliaiilýfuI
for whlat is given, cad ta use it wiel, and tite niore
.o beause we aire periiiitted to lia-pe Uciat aJfcr

mnifestation ai things ie reserveil for ticose wlo
pioucaly use tlio liglit that lias borin afirale; but
tlîough wu naw know only in part, licrcafter that
wlîîcl is in part shahl bc dona away. The dimnesa
of twiliglit zîow overcipreade rnany a prospect wlîicis
that twîliglit aluna dîscloses. The lighît w.11 Le.
conie mare difibseal, and, thougla like tho rising suac,
it niay occaBionally bc obscured by paissing clouais,
yct tiîo meridian of complote lcnowlcdgo wili
couic, when ail that concerne us, ana] tiat can ex.
aIt thc attributes of Deity will Le brightly dis.
closea].

Tuiera aire maxiy considerations auggcated by
scripture and] suppcîrtcd by million wiîich cheriah
this pleaising hope. The soul of man bcitag arn-
mortal ana] capable af indefinite dogmcesof improvc.
ment i» knowiedgc ana] goodness there is reason te
suppose that sncb a destination awaits it wlicn
disencumberealfrom mortality. Revelation teaches
us ta hope for a more perfect condition cf being,;
and] whcit is sa well calculate] to improve à moral
Leing as ta know ana] admire the character, worcs,
aud proccedure of tho great Creator? Tis admi-
ration ana] praise @coins ta Le the constant cm-.
ploymnent cf the hcavenly hasts of ail orders, andl

ince Deity musit deliglit the more ici hisecaturca
tîce neairer their resenablaince iseta himseîf, bc will
delight Most in tho bornage af Ilis Most inîtelligeuit
warbliippera. Ta suppose thait main hcolcs tiecsuai-
acit of the Ecailo in tha raack uf createa] intellh.
gences, ici ta entertain a mcaa ides cf the mîniverse
cf Codl, ana] ta suppose tijat hie improvcment ie
bounided by ii mrortat existence, ie ta place bie
an anomalous rrnd abortive thing ainong those
creaitures that we know. low muoli more conge.
niai ta the cxalted liopes of tîco soul that iL shali
cidvcuncc an ici rn endcess careor of improvement-
tcait dia lighest attaiiinînts main can mnale in
knowledge and] virtue in the proscrit etate, arc in.
conîparably nmore iiîc.igiîficauit tia» are tue aittain-
iicts of an infant comparca witc those of tue wi-

seast acia]tîco Lestimanis at tie world ever saw. If
sucli a higli destiny Le iudced reserveal for an,
tlicrc is lao mare wonder tcat wc shoula] Le per-
plexied with difficulties un the prosent stage of Our
progress, thau tlat; a more tyro shoula] Le perplex-
cd %vitli sortie of tice higlior ticeorome af geametry,
shcoula hc attempt thecm whcn lie lias jus. coîcinînc-
cd the clemeîîte. Aicd ta adaluce thesc; diffloul-
tics as arguments zigacîct the truth cf the chris-
tiau revclation, troul not Le lIcs absurd than
waulil Letlccoaîduct af the tyru were lic ta main-
taini thei f&lsity of any tlcoremn, incomprehcaisible
ta Iîiai, because liai 1usd îiotyct cicquirea] the lcnow-
leaigo iieccstzary ,to niake icim tuderstanal it 4 for
we îïnuiv only in part and] we proplîecy in part.


