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from its barren uniformity would be as uninterest-
ing as an occan of sand, Butit docs more than
plense by aflording this diversity, It callsinto play
mouy principles and aflictions which aro the pa-
sents of numerous virtucs, and which are produc-
tive of much good to sucicty. Activity 18 the soul
of happiness; but this would be withered if know-
ledge and ats various applications to the purposcs
of Ifo were not progressive, And why may not
this remark apply to rchigious knowledge as well
a8 to science in gencral? Nay, it scems more
applicable to this than to any other specics of
knowledge. For, since it is above all others, the
most intcresting and important, the mind will most
readily engage inthe pursuit of ity and tho habits
of investigation which are thus formed will be ex-
tended to other branches, and carry them also for-
ward in the march of improvement. How intimate
the councction of human and divine scienceis, and
Liow much ndvancement in the onc is calculuted to
improve the other, the history of lterature since
the 24th coeutury may shew, What itaportant ad-
vantages have within these few years been derived
from this improvement in scicnce in several of the
arts of life! It must appear, thercfore, that it is
Lest to acquirc our knowledgo of religion, as we
do knowledge in generaleprogressively, and by
labour and attention ; and in order to this,that
there should be a ficld of inquiry sufficicat te en-
aage the most exalted nunds in every period of the
worlde The cliristian revelation isof this charac-
tcry and, therefore, the objection we are now refut-
ing, that it cught to have been clear to .all men
without much labour, so fur from being a valid ob-
jection is really a beauty, and a proof of its suita-
bleness to the condition of man,

It oﬁght to be remembercd, morcover, that the
christian revelation was not given to satisfy a pry-
ing curiosity, but to relicve the urgent neces:itics of|
man, to dispel his darkness, and to supply the de-
ficicncics of natural Jight. That it is sufficicnt for
these purposes, the beneficial effects which it has
produced in 13 centuries, isa proof.  And surely it
possesses the most striking characteristic of a di-
vine gift, if it can producé ¢pcace on carth and
good will among men,” and promote a purcand ra-
tional worship of the true God ; and this it has
donie whenever its genuine jnfluences have prevail-
ed.  And why should men spurn at such a gift be-
causc itis possible to conceive perhaps that it might
havebeen greater - Why refuse the part because
morc isnot bestowed ! Tt would surcly be much
niore consistent with our condition to be thankful
for whatis given, and to usc it well, and the more
30 because we are permiited to hope thut o fuller

ON SOME OF THE MFFICULTIES 1N TUR STUDY OF THE WORD AND WAYS OF GOD,
’

manifestation of things is rescrved for those whe
piously use tho light that has beon aflorded; but
though wenow know only in pait, hereafter that
which isin part shall be donoaway, The dimness
of twilight now overspreads many a prospeet which
that twilight alono disclosce. The light will bee
como more diffuscd, and, though like the rising sun,
itmay occasionally be obscured by passing clouds,
yet tho meridian of complete knowledge will
comc, when all that coneerns us, and that can ex-
alt the attributes of Deity will be brightly dis.
closed.

There are many considerations suggzcsted by
scripture and supported by reason which cherish
this pleasing hope. The soul of man being im-
mortal and capable of indefinite degrcesof improve.
ment in knowledge and goodness there is reason to
suppose that such a destination awaits it when
disencumbered from mortality. Revelation teaches
us to hope for a more perfect condition of being;
and what is so well calculated to improve 4 morsl
being as to know and admire the character, works,
aud prozedure of the great Creator? This admi.
ration and praisc secms to be the constant em.
ployment of the heavenly hosts of all orders, and
since Deity must delight the more in his creatures
the ncarer their resemblance isto himself, he wil}
delight most in the homage of his most intelligent
worshippers, T'o suppose that man liclds the sum-
it of the scale in the rank of created intelli.
gences, is tocatertain & mean ides of the universe
of God, and to suppose that his improvement is
bounded by his mortal cxistenee, is to place him
an anomalous end abortive thing among those
creatures that we know, How much more conge.
nial to the exalted hopes of the soul that it shall
advance on in rn endless career of improvemente
that the highest attainments man can make in
kaowledge and virtue in the present state, are in-
comparably more insignficant than are the attajn-
mcnts of an infant compared with those of’ the wi-
sest and the best man that the world cver saw. I
sucha high destiny be indeed rescrved for man,
there is no more wonder that we should be per-
plexcd with difficulties in the present stage of’ our
progress, thau that a nicre tyro should bé perplex-
cd with some of the higher theorems of geometry,
should heattempt them when hie has just cornmenc-
ed the clcments.  And to adduce these difficul-
tics as arguments against the truth of the chris-
tian revelation, would not be less absurd than
would be the conduct of the tyrv were hie to main-
tain the fulsity of any theorem, incomprehensible
to lu, because lie had not yet acquired the know-
ledge necessary (to make him understand it § for
we know only in part and we prophecy in part,




