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silice the world began, to inatigurate t.he
reigll of universal p)eace."

Ouir acconiplishoed toivisinat, the iRev.
Dr. Rand, thius expresses, iii the «bbci,
ivliat ive believe is the predoillinant sen-
tintient iii Canada.

INTERNATIONAL Ait IITRATION.

Bfllin, booml, ye nîello%% joybolls, like the

Peace, peace oit cartit, "uodl--vili (and al
!bell gatpes!

Yet iimieinorial saduie.ss ever drapes
The upwvard way of far'hunit,
Ail prolue tlnonigh ar alid t.i]eh

Thon cani'st ini blood, a cluster of trodl
gm'apes !

O hruised race, wliose wail ýoseirgeful
shazpes

MJelodious sorrow's aw'ful thimenedvl

Late, late, love's Areepagiui uuiftrled

CDheighit, aierrlith

Wliile rage the Furies ini titeir cave he-
neath.

Ilusl, itusli, it is the daybreixk of te ~o
2dNl.l's ivarringi skyv is passilig out of iniglt

.And stark, black dentons ilit with swvord in
shleathi.

The king"dottî.of God cotaiethi net %vithi
observation. A great battie, witlî the
siaugyliter of thousands of our felloiw-
ereatures, Nvould be hieralded to ail the
winds, anîd would ho hailed witli Te cmis
of the vietors. But titis victory of peace
and brotherhood is as unlîeeded as the
suioNvflake, but it lias iii it the promtise of
the poteney of the higyliest Cliristian civ-
ilization for the future.

IRELIGOIUS PaeaO;RESS IN 1896.
The .New York Inulependint mîakes a

very notable report, in iLs first itunîiber
for the year, of the progress of the
Chiurches of the Utnited States during
1896-an increase of 743,333. It is oee
te inspire devouit gratitude to God. Ti
numnber of ehurch es is upwards of 180,000>,
the gain durinç, 181W wvas îxearly 3,M00,
or over tell for every day iti the 3'ear.
This is a sufficient reply to Colonel Ittger-
SOU and bis sehlool on tue decline of
Cltristianity.

l3ïshop Ulurst reports the ineibersbip
of the Methodist Episeepal Cîutclt as
2,776,656, a gain in four vears of 47î4,042.
It lias over twe and a italf millions of
scholars in its 30,264 Sunday-scltools,
iwitlt 352,62Î oflicers and teacîtors. Not-
wvitlistalnding its lîissionary debt, the
ixteome of the Socety for the quad-

renniwn ivas $244,295 beyond the pie-
vious quadrenniumn; îîearly ?5,000,000 iii
all.

The Roman Catitolies elaitu a îîeiiber-
ship of 8,271,309. The next iest nu-
nerous is the Methodists, with 5,653,289.

But the adhercnts of the latter are pro-
bably twice as miany more. Next followv
the Baptists, with a total menierslîip cf
4,153,857. Mion the Presbyterians, ;vith
1,463,346.

Dr. Hodges, of te Protestant Epis-
copal Chiureit, says: 'lThe worldl lias
moved silice tue day when Bishiop Sea-
bury ordered a mitre tliat hoe migltt the
botter confound the pretensions of the
audaeious Congregational ministeî's of
his diocese, wlto said that they were as
oed bishops as lie."

The representative of the Roman Cathî-
olie Chureli frankfy says: 1'Cathoics
believe that Protestantisii is a damnnable
lioresy, xomrse tItan any tlîat lias yet
arisen* in tho Chiureli. They thinik it is
eliarity to tell Protéstants so ; te labour
te cotîvince themn tlhat it is se.")

Even, soine of tue mincr seets are,
nîakiug earnest miissionary offorts. The
Duinkards, for instance, have seventeen
is.sio-nries abroad. The Mormons clamai

te have soent out over 1,400 naissionaries
during tîte year-toneand fereigyn-nany
of tlwse are rather emigrant agents, tItan
what we understand as imissionaries. The
Mennoniites have sixteen agents in the
foreign. field, cliiefly in China.

The )'ndcpcadcnt notes tîtat iii the Gil-
bert Islands Pather Boentemîps is distri-
buting by the thousand copies of the

G;ospels anid Christian books. One of
tîtese is practically a reprint of an issue
of the Atierican Bible Society.

The Chiristian Sentists ]lave orected,
iii Boston) a churchi wliiclî cost, evor
Ç_220),000, and dlaimi a niomnbership of
200,000 iii tlîo United States anîd Canada.

-1 FORIVARD MOVEMF.ST IN MISSIOS.
Thie subjeet of Christiaun mîissions is

reeiving, in tîtis yoar of grace, pro-
foundfer ,comsideration tlian evoer before.
Thte New Year's International Sunday-
seheeol Lessons, studied by over fourtooni
mtillionis of teachors and scîtolars in nîany
laids, was on our Lea'd's cotuiissionl to
His followers to "preacli the Gospel to
every creaiture." The lessons for the
year are dlevotedl te the grewth of the
carly Clitirel and the îulissionary labeurs
()f ie Apostie of te Gentiles. The great
issieniary socioties appeinted tîto first

iweek of the year te a forwvard mov-elent
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