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2 0xalt tho dust return to tho earth as it was, and
R et s14 yedurn to God who pave itl=Ecclts. xi1. 7.

B My God;  kapw chat I must die,

f Yor s 8 traveller away

Froiz 8 fuz homs, but bueries by,
So kere I Lut a momentstsy;

By £ 0 five that death may L

Ky satrance into blus with Thse!

[y God, I know uot when Il die—

ﬁu sro is only with the past—
PR mcent hiings my death morz nigh,
. The next that comes miay be my last;
B0V, may 1 the s the present take,
1 5208, with Thee, my God 10 make!

{Jod, § know not how 'l die,
BB Foc death has many a varied, mien,
o w6 are called in tempest high,
 43d others 1n the calm zerene;
S thifix alcae I ask from Thee,
gt in my-death prepared 1 be.
s God, T know not where 171 dio,
(2 19-what soil will Le my grave;
e pray that Thou be by
By sox) from endless death to.1ave,
d tken, whete'sr my banes may rest,
 doep wpont my Fatber's Lreast.
skt my Makor, most adored !
Whea 1sball yleid my final breath,
B T sct fall from Thee, my Lord,
fooa3b any of tho pains of death;
i bt foravar I will sing
paave the praisvs of oy King.
Hcliglous Wiscellany,
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ODERN NECRONMANCY.

B it tbe title ofa sermon preached in Trinity
Wathisglon, by tho Rov. Dr. C. M. Butler,

2 it on3 of intorost, leas on account-of any
. ce, than tho prevslence of a belief
terhied ** spiritualism,” to a.degreo which
e to criticise and expose its preten-

is claimed that thero are from twenty-fivo
Moamnd * medisms' in tho city of New
wvaral hugdred thousend in tho United
In this city a new monthly periodical ‘has
-sarted, cntitled Z%e Sacred Circle, and
R b2 advocacy-of tho ¢ Spiritual® theolo-
P my theolosy, fortha pretended communi-
proan immodiate boaring upon questions
with tho futaro state of the sonl, and its
y2he Egpremo Heing. Thay are cither in
g vith Scripture, or in oppasition, ot 2
plete revclstion, and in cither caso it is
(ko Christian to attain soms definite opi-
pedgruent of their procise naturs and cha-
D, Batler of eoureo troath ths sabjoct-on

Judges 4 Lake 81Judzes & 2
pudges ) Laks o‘mdf." ¢ 3
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Spiare is opposed to tho fdéa that the spi-
bt departed lidger hioar and can open ;?n
 » wity our world.” i srgument on
b3 by no aang ;o well sustained.as other
%o discourse.  In apard fo tho lawfol
£2 communicationn, and tho probability of
g made, bo jostly romasks -
®2 lesy pifnifesnt fact, thal thoso =pi:
R It -the body dnd: rettrned o it szain—
g Faul wien’ (whether in the hody or out
B eoold not tell ) he was caught up dnto
gREIven—give no dc’scril:xiuncf thastata of
o 2t warld,  Qur blessed Jord, when
beinrned from ita-sofourn n Paradise, AR
08 kis disciples-of kave caretord ad
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SR tomad.  Ho.arguos that * the whols te--
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account of tho condition of discmbodied spirits.  Ho
addod nothiog from his owa_obsorvations to tho reve-
Iation whick svas mado, and to bv made, in rofer
enco to tho doparted. Bt Paul was cauglt up into
tho thinl hoaven, and tho things which ho gaw thero
wero things * which It was not” lawful to utter.'—
Lazarus, when his spirit retdrned from Hpdes, gavo
no deseription, to bo transmitted to after times, of
that mystorious abode. This yeserve is not without
deop significance. It scows’to intimate, that as
enough was rovealed for kuowledyo, for profit, for
salvation, nothing would bo ruvealed for the gratiG-
cation of mero carnal curiosity.  Gad has told us all
that it is needful and comforting for us to know of
that spitit-world ; but from no spirit that has joined
it have wo over had a weesazo as to the condition,
the pursuits, the joys, or the sorrows of its inba-
bitants."

That thers is no resembloncs between the iuim-
cles of Christianity, and the pretended supernatural-
ism of ‘¢ Spiritual Manifustations,”” Dr. Butler dis-
cuxses on tho ground that tho former reverse natural
laws, whilo tho phenomena of the latter * aro be-
yond any preseat known natural laws **  Though
this distinction may be tenablo in its application to
*¢ Spiritualism,” wo doubt the correctness of a con.
cession which licaat the bottom of the argument—
that is, tho admission of a divioo authority mevely
on tho exhibition of miraculous energy.  We are
plainly teld, ** there shall bo false propliets und falso
Clirists,” who ** shall show preat signs and wonders,
insomuch that if it were possible, thoy shall deceive
tho very cloct ;* and oven if tha day be past for tho
fuliment of that prediction, itis evident in the very
nature of things, that.what we term the supoernatu-
ral, is not of itself tho tost of ihe Eind of agenoy
which i3 acting,—~—doos not necessarily mark it asgood
and trus, instead of evil and falte. Thoreis “a
working of Safan with all power and signs and lying
wonders,” and the true mothod of ascertaining its
character, is to enguire whether its teaching be con-
gruous with the rovealed word of God. Dr. Butler
contrasts very happily tho -+ Miracles™ and ** Spirit-
ual Mdnifestations.”

** [n ono wo sco an agent doing something, and
in tho other wo seo some'iﬁng done, and ask whero
and.what is tho aency ¥ In tho ono wuseo evident,
benefiocat and amazing miracles, wrought for the
great and worthy purpose of rovesling moral trath,
and showing how we may be prepared happily to en-
ter tho solemu realm of souls. Inthe ntﬁor w0 sce
trivial, clurasy, confused, contradittory, unintelli.

ible plicnomena, adduced in proof of truths better

nown before, and teac! ‘ngs which, vhen trus, are
but the clements of higher knowledge alreadyiin pos
session. and which, when fulse, are but tho old and
familiar articles of tho creed which human depravity
and ignoragec have ever adopted.”

Tho testimony of the Sacred Seriptures against di-
vination is detided ; tho practier i3 ropeatedly de-
nounced in tho strongest language, and threatened
with temporal and cterral punisiinent.  Qur author
thus errays the evidences:

v Moses, in tho 184 chapter of Deutcronomy,
thus writes: * Wken thou art come into the land,
which the Fonl thy God givath thee, thou shalt not
learn to do after the abomination of those nations.—
There shall viot be found among you any that aseth
divination or ah observer of limes, or an enchanter,
or a witch, or a charmer, a consulier with faiiliar
g‘:rits. or a wizard, or a necromaiieer.  Foe all theso

ings are an abominntion-unto tho Tond.”>  Hereare
cight different specics of pretended supornatursl
power excried by theso who professed to have ob-
tained ot of them by intercourso with epirits,
which wero dencunced by 3od as an abouiination: to
him. It comes within iny present purpeso to notico
only two gencral modes of pretended communics-
vions with tho spiritaal worli  * Tho consulter of
Himifiur xpirits.’ ¢tho witch,” and *tho wizard,’ oll
profegsed to disito nnd Yo wopk wonders by fho aild
of spirits or demons  Tho same desire to pry icto
tho fotare and o know more than can by koown by
aature, wideli-gives riso 46 the moedern ¢ witeh man’
in.Adfrica, and to all proténders-to superndtaral pow-
crand knowlaldgein heathen' lands, sio donBt gave
riso 10 theso diviners-onsong tho-antient heathén no-
Sions tial surroundod: Iermol.  The Jows were oftén

exticed {ate theseimpistied and aborminations. -God
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denounced thent and affixod to them the wost foarful
ponaities.  Flix law was, * Thou shalt not suffor
witch to live.” ¢ Robellion,’ ho says, *is as thoain
of witcheralt,” thoroly indicating the naturo of the
sin  Itix rebellion ngainst God, secking knowledgo
and nsking aid, and dopending upon tho power, not
of God in tho way of his appointment, but from
othor Levings. It is enuwerated by St Poul as
among tho most gross end fatal works of the flesh.—
* Sorcerers’ aro nlaased by St. Jobn with tho * abo-
winablo and murderors and whorentongers and ido)-
ators,” who aroto have their part in the lako of
firo.” 'Tho Now Testament contains a fow instances
of sorcerers—Simon of 8awmaria, Elymas, the sorcer-
or, at Paphos, and tho damsel that had a spirit of
divination. T do not know that any of the wodern
mediums profess to havo communications with any
gpirits, good orovil, excopt departed buwan spirits
and the spirits of dopartmg animals.  (Spirit Rap-
ping Unveiled, page 143.)

** But this pretension to communicate with and
consult tho spirits of departed humaan beiogs, is class.
cd with and denounced in the samo terms as is that
of the _consulter of familiar spirits. In the passago
from Douteronomy, it is caumerated among thoso
pretensions to divination which are called an abomi-
nation to the Lord. Ttis called necromaney, from
nelros, tho dead, and menteia prophecy. The pro-

r namo then of those who profess to consult tho

cad, 18 not Mediums, but Necromancors. They
are claseed with wizards and thosa that havo familiar
spirits in tho text. ¢ And wher they shall say unto
you ecck unto them that have familiar spirits and
utito wizards, that poep and that mutter: should not
a peaple secks unto their God 2 For tho living unto
the dead?* That is, * should the living resort for
kuowlodgro anto tho doad 2 Should they not reson
unto their God T'rom this language it is evident
-that tho wizerds who pesped and mattered, and re-
sorted to familiar spirits, professod also to bring the
livivg to tho deail for knowledge.
« Now, whether wo are right or not in supposing
that theso ancient Necremancers did not in reality
hold intercourso with the dead——whether this spiritu- |
al commanication was real or pratended—certain it
is, that in cither case it wos entirely prohibited by
God. Tt wns considered by him n presumptuous
und rebellious sin. Tt was classed among the most
gross aud deadly offtuces aginst tho suajesty of
od.”"—Lrolestant Churchman.
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TRISTAN D'ACUNHA.
(From the Gospel Missionary)

Wo have moch pleasuro in complying with the
request of a correspondent, by inserting tho follow-
ing interesting account of an idand which our read-
er3 will remember as the sceno of missionary labours
of tho Rev. W, Taylor.

 Yesterday we arrived ot Tristan d’Acanhas
very fow ships touch hiere, on acconiit of its beihg
out of the way ; but occasionslly, as was the case
with us, the wind allows of it, and good-natured
skippers are glad when it so happens, on account of
l tho poor Fobinsen Crasoes who live there.

Tristan 4" Acunba is an extinet volcano, so steep
that it s2ems to rise ndicularly from the sea:

| the captain told mo it was 8,000-feot high. It is a
baro rock ; but here and there are patehes of gronnd
which can bo cultivated.  Tn Bunaparts's time, Lond
Castlereagh fook a fancy that the French might
wako 14 useful as an intermediate poiat of commyni-
cation with St. Helens : milorssay it-was sn -absurd
notion, for that the winds and currouts make it ims
possiblo for any sbip ¢o sail-from the ono dshand to
tho other. However, Lord O—— cstablished a
corporal and party of soldiggs to take care of ‘the
island.  Whon =1l fetr of “Bonoy wns over, they,
wero sant for Bomo ,-but soma of them had grown.oo
fond of their desert island, that they heggod leave
to remain, and here they havo bedn these twenty
| yoars; Oorgoml Glass, now: stylod the Gavemor,
and five of 2is men, with their-sx wives, nad among
them thirty-two children. It was-not possibla for ug
to go'on-ahore , but Glass and four of bis wen came
cfftosnp us.  Thoy looked very healthy and. ogm-
fortable—cared pot o sous for anything ont of thaig
isand—cod did not ask gme question conteming
_anything outside their.own. littls rock.  Too capisin
Y < Lo, . : ¥ %




