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THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

TRINIDAD.
LETTER FROM MRS, MACRAE.

Mrs. Macrno writes as follows to the
W. F. M. Socicty, of Baddeck, C. B.:

Princes Town, Trinidad,
March 1st, 1887,

My Dgan Fuiesps,—Notwithstanding
the many calls made upon me this is niy
first attompt at writing to a *“ Society,”
and I am rather at aloss to know where
to begin. But I can tell you something
about Princes Town (our own ficld), an
the werk there is to do,

TFirst us to the town itself :—Tt is called
Princes Town on account of the visit of
the Prince of Wales' sons some years ago
before that it was simply called **The
Mission.” It has not-by any means the
appearance of a Coolie village, nor isit
ono.  Although there are Coolie houses
in nearly every street, yet there are a
number of very protty houses with the
grounds about tjwm beautifully kept

+ owned by Europeans. Princes Town has
the name of bheing on of the prettiest
places in the Island. It is immediately
-surrounded by large sugar plantations,
Near theso are Coolie villages, and they
also live on the estates in barracks. Each
estate employs from 300 to 400 Coolie
Liborers, and sone large ones more than
tant ; and when 1 tell you there ave six.or
eight estates in this district, you will have
some idea of the number of people placed
under the care of onz missionary. The
thought of having two or three thousand
souls nominally under his care is to him
sometimes an appalling one.  But there
is comfort in the thought that God does
not expect impossibilitics, and Mary was
conmended for having *‘dune what she
could.”

There are seven schuols in the district,
one we started yestexday. We hope soon
to have cight, as Mr. Macrae is very
anxious to start another cne, andis in
town to-day trying to get assistance from
the Government for that purpose.

The Princes Towa school (just oppousite
our manse) is a fine large one with a daily
average of about 70. It has been taught
for the past nine years by Miss Blackad-
der, but seon after our arrival sho was re-
moved to Tacarigua in Mr. Morton’s
district to take Miss Semple’s place.
Jacob Cursbie, a Chinese young man, is
now teaching the school. He is well edu.

-| the Sunday school,

cated and n sincere Christinn, is doing
very well in the school and alsv agsists in
The vther schools are
iu the outlying districts usually near oron
an estate. A very important branch of
tho missivnaries’ work is to visit and look
after these schools. To keep thoem all in
working order and to keep tho teachors
(who are natives and naturally lazy) up to
the mark is no light task.

They all come in on Snturday mornings,
and Mr. Macras gives thom a scripture
lesson and instructions in the different
common school branches; both of which
they very much need. But L must tell
you ahout the school we opened yesterday.
Itis on an estate called **Cedar HiN,”
about five ailes from here. Mr. Me-
Kenzie (the manager) and his wife were
very. kind and helpful. e hunted up
some children himself yesterday, morning,
and has given orders to have them sent
out of the barracks every morning.

The parents have o great many cxcuses
and some are rather ridiculous.  Ono wo-
man said: ‘*If I send my children to
school it maks 'wn come bad; they learn
English, then they will not respect their
parents.”

Rupandyial, the native teacher, said:
*“I have learned English and the Chris-
tinn religion, and I still respect my par-
ents.” Which I thought wus a very good
way of answering her. Ancther woman
said: I will not send my children for
they will have to be Christians and cat
beef!”

Notwithstanding this we had eigliteen,
which we consider a very fairstartindecd.
The teacher has just been in, and said he
had 20 this morning with a promise of
more. He is one of the best young men,
aud is soon to get o nice little wife—a girl
brought up by Miss Blackadder, who will
be.able to teach sewing in the school.
Mrv. McKenzie has offered them a nice
little house near the schoul free of rent.
So altogether we feel that the ¢ Cedar
Hill” School bids fair to be a success.

I think this is all I will say this time
about our work. When you once get
started it is-not easy to find a good stop-
ping place. We are both very well, and
spend o part of each day studying the
language. It will take some time and a
great deal of patience to acquire it.

We have found the climate very pleas-
ant so far, but this is the cool season. The

folinge, fruit, and tlowers, are beautiful,



