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those passionate Spanîish song.s witb a pecuiliar tbrob-
bing cadence, whbic blie Cm llîsi,dc( b> 'barpi y r îîgilîg
bis spurb

T'lese (*'alifori,Ila, scotîîî<rels arc inN~arialy liglît
licarted -,rimie c.îniiot over>lbadov the c\hlîîar.îtioî of
aut-door life, reinorse ani gl<iciii are lîamîslîed likec
clotîds bvfore tbis piereninialIbllisuny I inie.

As the sofi, ftull tones of' i bandit died in distance.
1 %vent for Kau eab, and rode rapil v we'tward iii the
OppOsite direction, brinigmng Ili Suon In the outskirtà of
Millerton, just as the List garniblcrs necre clohiîîg upl
tlheir little gaines, and about the toune diîe drunk wcre
conveying ont-- anotiier borne.

Kaweali being stabled, 1 went ta tbc bottel, an ew cel
lent and orderly establisbrnient, wbere a colored ni of
rnild îinciirb gave nie stipper and niade *nie tf borne
b>' gentie con'. ersation, proinising at last to wake me
carly, and bidding mie good nigbit at n> roomi door
with the toiles of anl old friend.

I think his sootliing spirit may- partly accotînt for tie
gentîincly profound sleel) ino wbhicb 1 quickly fell, ani
wbielb beld nie fast lîound, tîntil hi., litnd <'l n),u slîoul-
lier and Il Half past four, sir," <:alie nie back, and re-
iicwcd Uic ctîrrcnts of conisciotîsnses.

After %ve hadl bad our breakfast, Kaveabi and 1 forded
the Saii Joaquin, and 1 at once lefi the road, deter-
rnined t follow a mioumîtain trail wbcbi led toward
Mariposa.

T1hc trait liroved a good Onc tu tm\'et, of siliooth, soi.
surface, and pleasant iii its diversit>' of tips and< dovns,
and witlî ranibling curves %vbicli ]cd through open re
gions of brown 'iilus, %viose ferti and grabs %vere ripened
to a coiion >'ellov brown, tiiem ainong park-like siopes,
crowned witb fie oaks, and occ-isional pine %voods, the
ground frcquently covcring itself %vitî cltînîps of sucli
sbrubs as chaparral, and the niever-eiiotigb.-adnîiiredl
nîankanita.

Vet I thiîîk I neyer saw sucli facilities for an amrbus-
cade. 1 inîagined the patb went otît of its way to
tlîread ever>' tbiclzct, and the very trees grouped thein-
selves wi.'tlî a view to bîgbwa>' robbery.

I soomi, thougli, got tired lookiig out for rny Span-
iards, and becaine assurcd of biav.ing rny ride ta niyself
Mv ien 1 studicd the trail, anîd fotind that Kawealî's were
the first tracks of tbe day.

Riding tlîîî in tbe late suninier iong the Sierra foot-
hilis, oîîe is comstantly inipressed witlî the clinîatic
peculiarities of the region. It is as if our Atîgust
sbould grow rih band ripe, througb cloudless days and
glorious warin nigbts, on till February, and tiien wake
as frorn sicci), to break out iii the bloomn of May'.

I %vas deliglitcd ta ride thus alone and exposc myseif,
as one uncovers a sensitized plîotograplîic plate, to be
influenced.

Behind me iii distance stretclicd the sere plain îvbcre
Kaweah's ruii saved mue. 'lo the w..est, fading out into
%varn, blank distance, lay tue great valley of Sami Joa-
(juin, into wlîicb, dcscending by sinking curves, werc
rounded bulis «witb sunny brown siopes softetîed as to
detail by a iow clinging bank of rniik>' air.

Nor was tlier! any elenient of imcoîîgruity at the
rancheria, wbec 1 di.sinounted ta rest sîîortly after noon.
A few sleepy Indians la>' on tbeir bricks drcarning ; the
good.lîuinored, stot -îîuaws nursing l)aipooses, or lying
outstretclîed tilioîî red blankets. The agreeable biar-
înony ivas îîot alone fron the Indian suinnier iii tbcir
blood, but iii part as weil froma the features of their
dress and facial expression. Their clothes, of Caucasian
origin, quickily fade out iiota utter barlxtrisrn, toning
down ta î'.arni, dirty umbers, neiver fadling ta be reiieved
bere aiîd there by ropes of blue and white beads, or
bead-band amîd girdie of scarlet cloth. I saw one ivo-

ilnan, of spieî<d ilîotild, souindly sleeping uponl lier
baick, a blanket coverimîg lier froîn tlic waist down iii
amplle folds, lier bare body and large full breasts kiiîdied
inta bronze under streaimîing ligbit ; tlîc amis flung out
ivide andi relaxcd ; the lips ciosed witb grav'c coiupres-
.,ion, and about tbe eyes and ftull tlîrcat ain air of deep),
eternal sleep. Sbc rniglbt biave been a casting in mnetal
but for tbe riclb [lot color in lier lips and checks.

l'oar(i flic late afternoon, trotting down a gentie
forcst slope, 1 carne iii siglit af a nuinber of ranche
buildings grouped about a central open space. A sinall
streani ilowe(i by tile outbîîildings, and %vouîîd arnong
cbaparrai-covered sptirs below. Cansiderabie crops of
grain biad becin gatbered into a corral, and a ntmber of
iorses ivere quietiy strayiîîg about. Yet, witb aIl the

evideiîces of considerabie possessions, the wliîoe pllace
had an air cf suspicious miock--repose. Ridiiîg ino the
open square, I saw that oîîe of the bilidinîgs îvas a store,
and ta tlîis 1 rode, tyiiîg Kaweah ta the piazza. post.

1 tiîotîgbt tbc wbole wvorid slumbered wlieiî 1 bcheld
the sole occuipant of this country store, a red-faced nmail
ii pantaloons and shirt, wlîa lay an his back upoii a

cotinter fast asleep, fie iandie of a revolver grasped in
bis riglît baud.

It seenied ta nie il I were ta wake Ilimi up a littie too
buddeniy lie inîiglit iîîisuinderstaiîd ii> p)re.senlcc anîd do
sanie accidentaI danmage ; so 1 stepped brick and~ poked
Kaweab, iakiig bini junîp and clatter lus boofs, and at
once the proprietor %liçutg ta the door, tooking flustered
ani< uiieasy.

1 asked liiiîî if lie could accoîîîmoclate me for the
afteriioon and iîigbr, and take care of iîîy horse ; ta
îvbiclî lie replied, iii a v.ery leistirely rnaiîner, that there
ivas a bcd], amîd somnething ta eat, and liay, and that if 1
was incliiied ta take the chances I might stay.

Being inii nd tu take the chances, I did stay, and
niy hast walked out with nie ta the corral, and sliowed
me wlîere ta get Kaiveah's iîay and grain.

I loafed about for an hotîr or two, fiuîduîg that a
Clîiîese cook ivas tlîe oîîly otiier Iîunan being iii sigbt,
amîd tiien coiîcluded ta punip the landlord. A haîf-
lîour's trial tharougbly disgusted nie, and 1 gave it up as
a bad job.

I did, lîaîîever, learn tlîat lie ivas a nman of Sautbern
birtlî, of coiîsiderable education, wliicli a brutal life and
depravcd mid had not sufficed fully ta obliterate. He
seeîîîcd ta cane very little for lus businîess, '.vlich indeed
ias srnall euîougb, for during the tiine ! speîît tliere not

a sinîgle customer made bis appearance.
'l'lie stack of goods I observed ou examniiation ta be

cbiefly fire-anîns, ever>' manner of ganibling apparatus,
and liquors;- tlîe few pieces of stuffs, barrels and boxes
of grocenies appcared ta be disposed! ratiier --3 urliarnents
tban for actual sale.

Fromîî each of tie înami's trousers )oekets protruded
the liaiîdie of a derringer, and beiid the counter were
arranged in convenient position two or tlîree double-
harrelled shot-guns.

1 renîarked ta him tlîat lie seemed ta hiave a hiandily
arranged arsenal, at which lie regarded nie with a cool,
quiet stare, polished tue liandle of one of bis derrngers
upomi bis trotîsets, examined the percussioni cap witb
great deliberation, and then, wvitiî a nad of the liead ta
convey great force, said, "Yau don't live in tiiese
parts," a fact for w.hiclî 1 feit liot untlîankfui.

The mnrn drank brandy freciy and often, and at in-
tervais of about baîf ai bouir callcd ta his side a pIe-
thoric aid cat naîned Il Gospel," stroked lier îvitb nerv-
otîs rapidity, swearing at tue saine titille in so distrait
and unconsciaus a maniier that he seemed mechamiically
talkiîîg ta hiînself.

Whoever bas travelled on the W~est Coast has flot
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