Northwestorn Fur Nows,

McDougall & Seccord, of Edmonton,
Alberta, write the New York Fur
Trade Review as follows regarding the
tur trade in the country tributury to
that market .

Dear Sir,—As the fur season {8 now
sufticiently advanced to cnable us to
form an iden of what the catch for
the sensont will be, both tn thig district
and the northern distrlcts of the Peace,
Athabascea and McKenzle rivers, we
have thought 1t might interest you and
your readers to know what, in our
opfion, the prospects are.

Last scason's cateh of fur in this
and the districts above named was
phenomenally  small, and we do not
think that this season’s hunt will be
much, If any, better, furs of all kinds,
sxcept rats, are scarce; the latter are
very numerour all over the countyy,
and, In the absence of other furs, are
veing hunted by the Indians. A first-
.1a88 Indian or Lalfbreed hunter con-
»iders 1L rather infra. dig. to hunt rats,
and generally leaves the kiliing of
them to the old women and young
lads

Foxes of all kinds are scarce—silver
toxes, Ilko angels' visits, few and far
between, The country for hundreds of
miles 18 Infested with mice in incred-
1bte numbers, and as the foxes feed on
them, tho few that there are are not
vadlly tempted by the bait of the hun
ter Bears this winter, are a rarlty,
very few, as yet, having come in, the
awinter has, su far, been a very mild,
upen one—barely enough snow to make
xood sleighing—and consequently very
favorable for hunting bears, 30 it is
(vident that they have migrated some-
where else 'These poor fur seasons are
perlodic, and do not by any means
puint to the killing out of the fur-bear-
ing anhnals

Rabbits are agaln becoming numer-
ous all over the country, and next win-
ter we may look for a better catch of
all the animals that follow and llve on
them. The catch of beaver may be
quite up to the average, as the hunters
will be obliged to hunt them. The win-
ter hunting of beaver s remarkably
tike very hard labor, and {8 avoldeg by
the gencrality of Indians when other
fur can be had. The trapping of mar-
ten. mink, fisher, foxes, etc., only calls
on & hunter to be diligent In walking
atong his line of traps and Kkeeping
them in order; but to break open n
beaver lodge in winter s, as Kipling
says, another story.”

1t may interest you to learn how the
beaver 1n this notthern country have
been cdeaned out. In the year 18746
there wete traded, at the following
Hudson's Bay Company posts, the fol-
lowing numbers of Dbeaver (In the
Peace river district). Vermfilllon,
K000, Dunvegan, 7,000, Battie River,
100 Peace River Crossing, 2,000 ;
Little Red River, 3,000, St. John's,
1,000, Hudson's Hope, 3,000, Lesser
Slave Lake, 8,000, and the traders got
fully S.000 among them all, making a
total of 47,000 in one year. Now we
doubt {f the trade of the Hudson's Bay
Company and traders combined at all
the above-mentioned places amounts
to 6.000 beaver in a year. In old days,
when goods were scarce, the Indians
only killed the beaver by trap and gun,
and scarcely ever broke thelr dams,
but traders coming into the country
with plenty of goods »nd competing
keenly for furs, lcd the Indians to kill
tn any way so long as they got the
fur the breaking of thelr dams left
the beaver heipless and unable to es-
cape, and, as a rule, where o party of
fiunters passed who employed this way
of hunting, that country was ruined,
as u beaver country, forever.

AN our advices from the north agree
ag to the fur catch being little better
this season than last, the small offer-
g of turs by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany is caused. in great part, by the
pus returns of the districts we have
before mentfoned, and we are of the
opinton  that this winter's trade wil
nut by much of an improvement.

Prices of furs are, as usual, high,
considering our distance from market,
and, outsiie of the furs shipped by the
Hudson's Bay Company and other
dalers, but a  comparatively small
amount s shipped out by trappers or
small dealers.

The Wool Markets.

The situatton for Ontarlo wool Is
avngl a8 discouraging as it has been
f.. many weceks. Hoiders of the last
«ipam the country are asking for bids,
ba ineal declers are not inclined to
mike ofters which nearly approach
the views of sellers, and are advising
the . in the absence of any demand
fur export, to wait till March or April,

THE COMMERCIAL

when a turn in the tide is expected.
It I3 estimated that 1,200,000 pounds
of the last Ontarlo chip 13 st held In
Ontario, or practically the whole ot the
season’s clip, with the exception of
what has been sold to the domestic
mills. A conslderable portlon of the
laat cllp now offering was bought at
18c. Buyers in the United States who
have been asked to make offers, on
ascertaining the value placed upon
Canadian wool by holders here, point-
ed to the fact that a large lot of Cana-
da flecece of the season before last
had lately been offering in warehouse
in the United States at 28¢, duty and
charges pald, and 1t was learned this
week that the lot of wool in question,
which amounted to 210000 pounds,
has been sold at arate which makes
the price 271c net to the buyer.

The followlng extract from o tletter
written by n Phtladelnhla tirm- within
the past week will be Interesting —
“A$ far as the wool market here s
concerned it 13 worse than it was when
I saw you; at that time we were get-
ting fine Territory clothing wools this
week at 4ic clean: to-day they are
only worth 42c. There s so much
bankrupt wacol flonting around at the
present time that it !s almost impos-
sible to do anything whatever In  any
Straight lots of wool. The London sales
have nothelped the market the least
bit. We have got so much wool here
that outside influence does not come
to bear ‘To sel Canadlan flecees here,
that is, {n this market, they would
have to be bought for about 13c, as
some large lines of Irfish wools, bank-
rupt stock, have been selling here at
25¢ per b, and they were very light
in condition, only shrinkable 1G per
cent. Yesterday I recelved a letter
from Mazamet saylng that the market
w&s firmer, and that prices had ade
vanced. But ten minutes ago I re-
cefved a  cable saylng :='Aarket de-
cidedly weaker, with 2 downward
tendency.’ "—Toronto Globe.

Winnipeg Raw Fur Prices.
Following s a list of the prices now
being pald by responsible fur buyers
in Winnipeg for comsignments of turs
from all parts of the west :

From To
Badger, prime .. .. .. ..$ 238 .50
Bear, black, small ... ... 4.00 10.00
Bear, black, middling .. 800 1200
Bear, black, large ... .. 1200 2000
Bear, brown, small .. .... 3.00 &
Bear, brown, middling .. 800 12
Bear, brown, large .. .. 1200 18.00
Beaver, large .. .. .. .. 500 .00
Beaver, mlddling .. .. .. 3.00 3.00
Beaver, small .. .. .. .. 150 2350
Fisher, according to size
and color .. .. .. .. 430 800
Fox, sllver, according to
size and coler.. .. .. 50.00 150.00

Fox, cross, according to
slze and color .. .. 5.00 154K
Fox. red, according to size

and color .. .. .. .. .. 2.50
Lynx, according to size and

color .. .. .. .. .o .o L 4.00
Marten, large, dark .. .. 500 10.00
Marten, large, brown .. .. 400 7.00
Marten, large, light, pale. 3.50 4.00
Mink, according to size

and color .. .. .. .. .. 200
Musquash, winter .. .. .. .0O¢ 10
Musquash, spring .. ... .06 12
Otter, according to size

and color .. . 500 1000
Skunk, according to size

and color .. .. .. .. .. .25 .15
Wolf, timbver .. .. .. .. 160 2.50
Wolf, pratrie .. .. .. .. bV 1.0
Wolverine, according to

slze and color .. .. .. 3.00 600

The above prices are for prime skins
only, and vary according to size and
color.

‘Winnipeg Prices o Year Ago,

Following were YWinnipeg prices this
week last year:

Wheat=No. 1 hant closed at G6e {n store
Fort Willtam,

Floup~Local price per sack:
$1.75. best bakers', §1.65.

Oatmenl—$1.63 per S0  sack ; patent,
retafl trade.

Milistuffs—Bran, $11QS1L50 ton, shorts,
S12.5066812.00, detlvered to city dealers,

Oats—Carlots on track, new oats, 30632,
according to quallty.

Barley=2530¢  per  hushel  for feed
grades of new, 32a33¢ for malting,

Country \Wheat—i19¢33¢ per bushel, ac-
cording to grade and freight rate to farm
ers at country points.

(i‘grn—ln carlots, 39%e per

Fﬁ\x—&l.&:@' $1.30 per bushel.

Butter— Dairy, 18&’1,200 por I for best
:m((’lcs; creamery, 24c per I to the retall
trade,
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Cheese~Regular slzes, 13@13%ce to the
retald trade,

Fres—18420¢ for Manitoba fresh.

Hides—No. 1 green hides, Te per b,

Wool=%i8¢ for unwashed flecce.

Scneca Root—37¢ per tb.

llay--Baled, $54145.50 per ton on cars.
. l':,nnt(x!s—i."/u&(lc per bushel for farmers’
onde

Poultry—Turkeys, 1le per I, chickens,
10c, ducks, Ve, and geese, ¢ por
Dresced Meats—Reef, 047e; veal, T68e ;
mutton, $ilic; hogs, 5}j@Oyce.

Live Stock—Cattle, 3te, as to grade;
sheep, 4c; hogs, 4444Y e off cars, accord.
Ing 10 quality.

Change in Anchors.

The design of anchor with which we
are all so famillar hag with but stight
variation done service from time fn-
memorial, and It seems strange that

at this late day there should be any
marked change proposed in the man-
ner of making o vessel fast. A very
radical change has been  proposed,
however, in the Langston mooring de-
viee which was recently given a pub-
He test fn New York harbor Its
form s that of a saucer-lke disk, on
the concave side of which are forged
lugs to hold the shackles and rings for
attaching the chain, Between the lugs
is a hole an inch and a half in dlame-
ter, and it {3 by the dlrection of a
strong stream  through  this hole,
against the river bottom, on which the
convex surface of the saucer rests that
the device 18 sunk to any desired depth.
These moorings may be made of any
required size, but it Is not contem-
plated that any conditions could ever
demand a disk of greater magnitude
than twenty-four inches in dtameter,
and none larger than that has been
made. The ten-inoh disk , which was
the size used at the test, could almost
be stored away in an overcoat pocket.
The fluke anchors, which are the kind
commonly in use, welgh thousands of
pounds. The tests made were emin-
ently satisfactory. ‘The disk can be
sunk In 2 few minutes to a depth
which will hold any vessel of ordinary
size, while {f it §s glven a little more
time in the sinking operatlon, it can be
sent to & depth from which it could
not be pulled by the greatest of the
marine monsters.  When it {9 desired
to pull the disk in, It i3 done 1In the
same manrer i{n which it was sunk.—
The Patent Record.

The Californin Orange Crop.

Estimates of the Calffornifa orange
yield grow larger as the season ad-
vances. The estimate of all citrus
fruits for 1901, fn the San Francisco
Chronlcle annual, was 22,000 car-
loads, of which 1,145 were set down
for central Californfa, ‘The raliroad
authorities are said to now estimate
the southern crop of oranges alone at
between 19,000 and 20,000 carloads, ot
which, up to January 19, 4,400 car-
loads had been shipped, which breaks
all records to .that date, while 850 car-
loads have gone forward from the cen-
tral part of the state. Our contem-
vorary's estimate of the shipments
from the district of which Oroville is
the centre was 500 carloads, and the
Southern Pacific Company now estl-
tate the total crop from that district
at between 000 and 1,000, which goes
to show that new groves are coming
into bearing of which no one Knew
anything. It {8 probable, as is usual
fn good years, that the citrus crop will
exceed all estimates, and that this
will be the most prosperous year Call-
fornia citrus growers have ever
known. The abundant rains which
have fallen in the southern countries
will improve the quality of the frult
and strengthen the vitality of the trees
to produce next year's crop.

WANTED=— Capable, reliable person in
overy country to represent large compliay
of solld financlal rcputation, $93G_salary
per year, payable weekly; §3 per day ab
solutely sure and all expenses: straight,
bonn fde, definito satary, no commission *
patd cach Saturday and expense money
advanced cach weck. STANDARD HOUSE
334 Dearborn 8t., Chleago,

OVERALL GLOTHING

OUR GOODS ARE WELI MADE.
‘Fhey will please your customers,
You will be pivased yoursclf,
$end us your orders. Satisfaction guaranteed

The Hoover Mfg. Co. Ltd.
Maw's Block TINNIPRG.
Itakery Business tor Sale.

Ope of the best bakery ngd confeotlop
ery buslnesses tn the Northiwest ¢or sale.

Rare opening for a hustler. Capital re-
qQuired, $1,000.00 to $£2.000.00. Poor health
cause of selling.  Possession glven  at

once. Wrlte ©
Winnipeg, Man.

> To Rent.

MmO RENT-BEST STAND IN VIRDEN,

known as Joe Merrick's corner, now
occupled as general store, or a good gen-
cral job stock wanted to purchase. W.
1% Scarth, Vicden, Man.

WANTED

A Situntion by a2 Dry Goods Traveller,
with elhteen years  (18)  connectlons In
Manitoba and the Northwest Terrltories.
Can handle any lnes in conuectlon with
General Dry Goods Trade Flrst-class rof-
erenced. Address  Thox. A, Montgomery,
219 Garry street, Winnipeg, Man.

AGENTS WANTED

Agents wanted for ‘““Life and Tlmes of
Quren Vietorla,”  Liberal terms: freight
«%"d‘ credit given, sample book free, send

cents tn pay postage.  Act promptis,
he first (o the 0eld The Bell Company,
Dept. D, Phtladelphia, Pa.

PARTNER WANTED

A _respectable young wman, worth $1.000
to $1,500, to go into Hotel Business In a
most prosrerous mixed farming district on
the Soo liue in Assinibota, Now bullding
Just completed Address G, A, R
The Commerelal, Winnipeg.

TO SELL OR RENT

A_200d butcher bslness, 200 miles west
of Winnipesr, main llne C. P. R. A good
town aud country trsde; also good divells
Ing house close by Present oceupler go-
fn west in the cattle husiness. Appieant
must he of good standing  and reliable.
;'\pply X. Y Z, Commercial Ofllce, Winnl-

o,

N, care Commerclal,

»  Care

For Sale.

General Dusiness, thoroughiy cstabiished.
Stock 2,500 Can rent or buy bullding. On
Pemblua Braneh ¢ 1 R Addrexs G. E.
O, care of Commerclal. )

NOTICE.

Notlee 1s heredy zlven that 1 have decld.
ed to change the nume of my firm, doing
buslness at Fanngstelle, Man., from Guil-
Lault & Ca . ta Vietolre Guitbault [ wiil
assure and pay all the Uabititses of the
late . *

Dated at_ Winnipeg, this 4th day of Feb-
ruary, A. D. 1901, *

“VICTOIRE GUILRAVET ™
Witness—C. HENRI ROYAY **

Agents Wanted
In cvery town in Capada to bandle
quick money-making goods used dally eve
erywhere. Write for particulars.

KARL K. ALBERT

208 McDormott Asenune, WINNIPEG

SET AND CAP SCREWS
We are the oldest, largest and best
equipped company in the Dom!nlon many-
tacturing willed screws. Write for cata-
logue. The John Alorrow Machine Screw
Co., Ingersoll, Ontarlo.




