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NEVELOPING SOUTHERN
BRITISH COLUMBIA

‘The development of the great IKoot-
enny reglon.in British Columbla will
bo given a great boost onward by the
coustruction of the Crow's Nest rall-
way. faitway work, however, is not
t0 couse with the completion of the
Crow’s Nest road. A more important
rallyay work almost than the Crow's
Nest road, so far as the making acces-
sible ot rich mining camps is concern-
ol, iy to be pushed forward as rapidly

as possible. This is the Columbia
amd Western rallway, a portion of
which is wow under contract. The
region through which this railway will
1ass will be the scene of great activ-
ity this year. The empoyment of a
small army of men in building the rail-
way, the active development of the
minerni weaith of the country, and
the building up of the new towns
whict have been located throughout
tho region, will all combine to make
this yeur one of unusual activity in
this part ot British Columbla. The Col-
umbly and Western railway will really
form n wosterly extension of the
Crow's Nest road, with which
it will ultimately bo  ocon
nected. It starts from Robson,
on ihe Columbla rlver, and will
be Wulit through the already famous
Toundary Crezk country.

The Canadian Pacific Rullway com-
pany, who aro building the Columbia
and  Western, have Jocated several
town sites along the road. One of the
most hportant of these points will
undoubtedly be the town of Cascade
City. situated at the crossing of the
Kettlr river, near the southern end
ol tho beautifu! Christina Lake. Cas-
cade City will b2 the first important
town op the line of the Columbla aud
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Western. rallway after it leaves Rob-
son, from which point tha distance by
rall 18 ubout fifty miles. From tho
west she Kettle river approicies the
towusite through the broad andfcrtile
Jandg of “Tho Grand Pralrie” until it
rerches the western bordor of the
townsite, whers it rushes through a
narrow rocky canyon ln a secles of
cascades, making a descent of 125
feat, thus creating a stupendous pow-
er, estimated at 20,000 horse power.
The valuable rights connected with
this water power have recently been
purchaged by a corporation which
i3 under contract to develop the same
without delay for the purpose of gen-
erating clectricity for operating
tramways to mines, street car lines,
Mghting and mining purposes, aud for
manufacturing iato lumber the tim-
per growing on the banks of the Rettle
river and its tributarles. Yowers
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West Kootenuy by investing millions
ol dolurs In developing clalms, equip-
ping mines, erccting smeltors, otc.
Twenty miles to the east of Cascade
City lle the rich and favorably known
mines of Rogsland which three or
four years ago were almost unknown
“prospects,” these are to-0ay well
developed mines, paying thousands of
dollars monthly in dividends apd hav-
*ing millions or dollars worth of ore
in sight. Thirty miles to the west
aro the extensive and aumerous cop-
per-gold properties of Boundary Creck
and southwest the receontly discover-
ed and marvellously rich Republic
mine. Opn the north, in close proxim-
ity, are the Christing Lake and Burnt
Basin districts with such gurface
showinge as to attract large amounts
of capital. In addition to gold, sil-
ver, copper, lead and iron mines, in
the Burnt Basin district, a rvich and
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similar 1 character to that by whi:zh
Cascade City Is cndowed have mude
Great Falls and Spokane ¥ails, the
principai citles ol AMontana and Wash-
ington and there is no apparent reason
why the same factor should nos
operate towards placing Cascade City
in a similar position with rezard to
the great mineral territory of which
it is tho centre.

West Kootenay district, of which
Cascade City s dostined to be one of
the principal mining towns, i1 remark-
able for its great mineral wealth.
Marvellously rich deposits have been
digcoverad in different scctions and
new finde are almost daily made. It
is o country of illimitable possiblli-
tles, but is only passing the early
stages of devclopment, when the vast
area of hidden wenlth is considered,
capltalists and practical miners have
shown thelr unbounded -confidence In

extengive boldy of Unuxite or clay
carrying a very high percentage of
aluminum, has been discovered. Upon
the townsite or near by Is found ciny
suitable for brick .or tiles, lime for
emelting or plaster, sand, and a var-
ety of good building stone. Notwith-
standing the large bolics of ore that
are known to exist, the surrounding
country I¢ yet only partially ex-

lored.
p'l‘;he illustrations glven herewith cone
vey only a faint idea of the landseapa
surrounding the townsite of Carcade
City. The waters of the XettleRiver
afier thelr passage through the can-
yon leap through a gateway of pre
cipitous rocks, which is spanned by a
suspension bridge over which the main
road pasces to.the west. The river
then sweeps by in horsehoe form al-
most encircling the park-like platean
on which the townsite has been lald



