THE CRITIC.

“I did; I watched you. You placed them in ono cornor, I could
put my fingor on the place,” said Miss Hastings,

1 locked tho box and carried it with iy owns hands to my study. I
placed it in tho dmwor of my irriting-table, and Jocked that. I nover
parted with my keya to any otio ; as is my invariablo rule, I placed thom
under my pillow. 1 alopt soundly all night,and when I woka I found
them there.  As I tell you 1 have been to the box, and the notes are gone.
I caunot undorstaud it, for I do not sco any indication of a thoft, and vot
J havo been robbed

Miss Haatings looked very thoughtful.

“You havo cortainly boon robbed,” she said, * Aro you suro tho koys
have novor left yaur posseasiou t*

“ Novor for ono singls mument,” he roplied.

“ Has any ono in tho house duplicate koys 1" she atked.

*No. 1 bought the box years ago in Venico; it has a peculiar lock—
thoroe is not ono in England like it.”

“ It is vory strango,” said Miss Hastings. *“ A thousaud pounds is no
triflo to loso.”

Pauline Dasroll, hor faco turned to the flowers, uttered no word.,

““You might show somo littlo intorest, Pauline,” waid hor uncle, sharply ;
“You mighﬁmvo tho graco to affoct it, oven if you o not feol it."

“I am vory eorry indead,” sho returncd, coldly. I am grioved that
you have had such n Joss.”

Sir Oswald looked pacitied.

‘It is mot so much tho act 'al loss of the money that has grioved mio,”
ho said ; “ I shall not focl it. But I am distressed to think that there
hould bo a thief among the poople I havo loved 11 trustad.”

“What a solema council * interrupted tho cheery voico of Aubroy
Langton. ¢ What gloomy conspirators I”

Sir Oswald looked up with an air of great relief,

“] am so glad you aro come, Aubrey ; yuu can advise me what to do.”

And tho baronot told the story of his loss.

Captain Langton was shocked, amazed ; ho asked a hundrod questions,
and thon suggested that thuy should drive over to Audloigh Royal and placo
the affair in the hauds of the chiof inspector of police.

“You said you had not taken the numbors of tho notes; I fear it will
bo diflicult to traco thom,” he said, regretfully. “What a strango, mysteri-
ous robbery. Is thero any oue you suspect, Sir Oswald 1

No; in all the wide “world thore was not one that tha loyal old man
suspected of robbing him.

‘ My sorvants have always beon to mo like faithful old friends,” ho said,
sadly ; “thers is not ono among them who would hold out his hand to steal
from me."”

Captain Langton suggested that, before going to Audleigh Royal, thoy
should scarch the library.

“ You may have made somo mistake, sir,” ho said. “You wero tirod last
night, and it is just possiblo that you may havo put tho money somewhero
elso, and do not remembor it."

“Wo will go at once,” decided Sir Oswald,

Mies Haostings wished thom success; but the proud faco directed toward
the flowors wus nover turned to them. The pale lips were nover unclosed
to ulter ono word.

After the gentlomen had loft them, when Miss Hastings began to speal:
eage:ly of the loss, Paulino raised her hand with a proud gesturo.

¢ .].: have hoazd enough,” sbe said. “I do not wish to hear ono word
more.

The robbery created a great sensation ; inspeclo;s came from Audloigh
Royal, and a detectivo from Scotland Yard, but uo one could throw the
least light upon the subject. The notes could noi boe traced ; thoy had been
paid in from differont sources, aud no one had kept n list of the numbers.

Even tho detectives seeraed puzzled. Sir Oswald had locked up the
notes in tho box at night, hio had kopt the koys in his own podeession, and
he had found in tho morning that tho box was still locked and the notes
were gono. It was a nino days’ wondor. Captain Langton gavo all the
Liolp fie could, but as all soarch sceined useloss and hopoless, it was aban-
doned after a time, and atthe end of the wock Captain Langlon was
aummoned to London, and sll hopo of solving the mystery wes relinquished.

CHAPTER XXII
FUL¥ILLING THE CONTRACT.

The proparations for tho wodding wont on with great setivity ; the rooms
propared for the bride wore a marvel of luxury and boauty. Thero wasa
bondoir with rose-silk and whito-laco hangings. adorned with most oxquisite
pictures and statucttes,with rarcst flowors and most beautiful ornaments—s
littlo fairy nook, over which overy onc went into raptures oxcept Paulino;
she never oven looked ot tho alterations ; sho mever mentioned them nor
showed tho least intorest in thom. She went on in hoer cold, proud, solf-
contained mannor, hiding many thoughta in her heart.

¢ Miss Haslings,” shc said, ono morning; “you can do me a favor, Sir
Oswald has boon saying that we must call at tho Elms to sco Lady Ilampton
and Miss Rocheford. %ahould rofuso, but that the request oxactly suits my
plans. I wish to 500 Miss Rochoford; we will drive over this afternoon.
Will you ongage Lady Hampton in conversstivn while I talk to hor nicce 1”

“ Y will do anything you wish, Pauline,” returncd Miss Hastings ; “but,
my dear child, bo prudent. T am frightoned for you—bo prudent. It will
be worse than uselose for you to tmade an enomy of the future Lady Darrell,
I will do anything to help you, aaything to shield you from sorrow or harm,
but I am frightoned on your sccount,”

Carcsses and demonstrations of affoction wore vory rare with Paulino;
but now she bent down with a softencd face and kissed tho 2axious braw,

(Te bs Continued.)

SCIENTIFIC GLEANINGS.

A NEW SYSTEM OF PAINTING IRON.

A procoss, on a now principlo, for protecting iron and atool from cor-
rosiott—oapecially whon aubmergod—has beon suggosted. ‘Tho theory of
tho proceas is ossentinlly olectrical, aud its utility fs based upon the
hypothoxis that tho oxidution of iron aud ateel is much scoolerated by, if
not whull{ due to, galvanic action. Tho metal to bo protectod s first
coated with ono or two primings of un oxide of a mutal electro-positive to
iron, to which any of the ordinary ante-fouling or oxide paints may bo
applied. Tleao latter elways contain thoe oxide ¢f a motal clectro-vogatine
to fron ; and this oxido will consoquontly always bo reduced and the iron
oxidirod In time,

Tho priming omployed in tho now procoss is composed of oxido of zino
ot waguesin, particularly the latter; and this not ouly protests the iron,
but kaeps it from contact with the outer coat, Iiis claimod that zomo-
thing of thie kind has always beon usod whonover painting of iron has
boon oven pactially succossful, but that the guiding prineiplo—thoe use in
the first placo of a material oloctro-positive to iron—gm been ovorlooked.
Red lead us 8 priming doos fairly woll for a timo, bocause, though lead is
cloctro-nogative to iron, it is only slightly so. Bottor prétection is assured
by the uso of a distinctly bnsic materinl,

PAPER SLIPPERS.

. Papor elippors aro tho latest form in which paper is introduced in new
invontions. ~An Englishman has patented a systom of manufacturing
elippevs, sandals, and othor coverings for the feot out of papor. Paper
pulp, or paper macho, is omployed for tho uppoer, which is moulded to tho
dosired form and size, aud a solo is provided made of papor or paste-board,
leather bourd, or other auitablo .paper waterial, which is united to the
uppor by means of comont, gluo or other adhesive mntorial. Thoe uppors aro
croased, embossed, or perforated at the instep and sides, which rendoers
them somowhat pliable, and provonts thoir cracking while in use.

THE WATERING OF HORSES.

Soino years ngo thoro was a movement in faver of the plan of letting
horsos havo water bofore thom at all times, oxcopt, of course, when thoy
camo in hot, Sowe porsons who gavo the experimont 2 fa’r trial aflirmed
that horses g0 troated drnnk leas in the rourso of the day. than thoso
watered from a buckot at stated intorvals, nor is therp adything irrational
in this ; while tho advantages of tho systom scom soll pvident. Horses
aro fed on dry and consoquontly thirst-producing food. = If this thirst is
not quonched, thore is a tondency to fover, whe‘muron-tho groow comes to
tho rescuo with his physic. If nature woro allowed {0 fiud hor own
balance, this foverishnoss would probably never appear, aa a horso never
drinks for drivking sake. Moroover, o horsa with wator ali-ays boforo
him nover drinks much at a \imo and is never unfit for work at any
mcment ; whoreas the horso watored only at Teeding times cay never be
usod until somo time after the bucket has gone rannd,

TO IMITATE OLD BRONZE,

The repeated applications to copper or brass of alternatc washos of
dilute acotic acid and exposuro to tho fumes of ammonia will give & very
antiquo looking green bronzo ; but & quick muode of produtifip w similar
appearanco is often desirable. To offect this tho articles may be imisorsed
in a solution of oue part of porchloride of iron in two parts of water.
Tito tono assumes darknoss with length of immorsion. Or thoe articles may
be boiled in a strong solution of nitrato of coppor ; or, lastly, they may be
immersed in a solution of two ounces of nitrate of iron and two ounces of
hyposulphito of soda in balf a pint of water. Washing, drying, and bur-
nishing completo the process, '

* SORGHRUM SUGAR.

Aftor all tho protection and subsidics and bountics that have boon
hestowed upon that very poltical agricultural product, boet sugar, it is now,
says Mr, Williams, iw danger of bsipg outrivalled by Sarghum sugar.
Gonnan snd Fronch chomists are working ogt the ssientifie. slensents of
the problem. M. Bicdermainn's Contralblatt, V, P. fuel, describes his
exporiments in its onltivation, and finds.phat, when the seed ripons, there
is fifteon per cent. of Sacoharoses presant—boefoms that time, enly from ono
tp throe por cent. Aftor the autumn cutting, the plauts throw up a good
fodder for sheep. It isstajed in tho samo journal, that Sorghum may be
cultivated in Franco at less cost than bpot, and its yield of molaasos is
loss, but good hrandy is obtainable from it, und ths ‘Tesiduo makes good
fodder. Boct and Sorghum aro ovidently runuing a closo race, with tho
advantage of tho etart, and conseqyont oxperiencoe and skill, on the side of
the boot. But this may not be maintsined.

ettt -t~ At

SurricirNT ReasoyN.—*“Professor,” said the student in purauit of know-
lodge concerning tho habits of animals, “why doos a cat, while eating, turn
hor head first ono way and then another#”—“For this xeason,” replied the
professor, “shat ehe cannot turn it both ways at ores.”

Misrorrones Never Coxs SixoLy.—Two thiovoes atole s well-filled trunk
a few nights ago. On opening it thoy discovered that it contained nothing

bulti religious tracts, and at the ¥ame moment they were captured by the
polics,



