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in the diocese for many years, and together made a tour of the
Continent.  Their route Ilay down the Rhine and Danube,
through the Slav provinces of Austria, and back to Ireland by
way of Italy, Switzerland and France. Many a timo and oft
has the writer of this sketeh been charmed and benefited by
the recital of the incidents of that tour from the late prelate’s
lips.  Bixhop O'Mahony was of supreme excollence as a talker.
To o mind stored with knowledgo covering the whole range of
European history and literuture, was added the raror quality of
being nble to give it eloquent expression, and of conveying to the
listener o vivid sense of the scenes and incidents described, and,
what will ever be remembered as one of his most lovable char-
acteristics, was the disposition to admit into the circle of his
hearors at such times those who, from their position in society,
had no claim cither upon his time r his hogpitality.

But to return to the main incidents of the Bishop's carcer.
Hig zeal and piety in the work of the Church in Cork had long
marked him out for promotion to a more oxalted sphere of use-
fulness, and when, in 1871, the Holy See created the new diocese
of Armidule in Australin, Pope Pius INX. named LIFather
O’Muhony its firse bishop. Armidale is situated in the north-
eastern portion of New Soutiht Wales, and thither, in obedience
to the Sovereign's PontifTs command, Bishop O'Mahony jour-
neyed, and with characteristic energy entered upon the duties
of Lho episcopate.  Arduous as these duties are at any
time and in any country they were doubly so in & new continent
and in n territory largely untrodden wilderness, with only here
vud there a settlement of Buropeaus.

For four years he labored incessantly in his far-off dincese.

Covering a grent extent of territory and possessing at that time
searcely any means of communication between the sea-coast and
the interior other than that afforded by pack horses or mules,
the difficulties to be surmounted were by no means insignificant.
A visitation of his diocese nsually covered a period of several

» months. Mouzted o the back of & mule and accompanied
somotimes only by & ““ black fellow ' (a3 the native servants of
Australia are ealled), the Bishop's route lay through almost
impenetrable forests, over steep mountains and across turbulent
strenms to the distant portions of his diocese, where, here and
there, members of bis flock were to be found, earving out for
themselves homes which had been denied to them in their native
lreland.  Bishop O Mahony's own verbal accounts of these
journeys, could they be reprodnced faithfully from memory, and
printed, would make interesting rending.  But that is impossible
now, though the narration is indelible impressed upun one ab
lenst of those who were privileged to bhear him. His bed was
sometimes in the saddle, often on the rough ground; and his
food the roots and berries with which the forests abounded or
the game which fell a prey to the unerving riile of the * black
fellow.” Bat, however romantic and entertaining to us now»
these travels, coupled with the excessive heat of the country, told
upon & once hardy coustitution, and in the short space of four
years the Bishop was a broken-down man, and he felt himself
unable to continue the work. IHe accordingly returned to
Europe and begged Pope Pius IX. to relieve him of the burden
that he might settle down in Rome to die in peace. He had laid
a firm foundatiov, in Armidaie and he left it to others who were
betler adapted to the cxigencies of the climate to continue the
work.  When he took possession of the Seeit contained but four
or five priests; holeft it with eighteen. He had built a cathedral
and several churches, had established numerous schools, and
had brought many souls into the foid of the Chureh.

Under these cireumstances Bishop O'Mahony took up his
residence in Rome. A few years rest and change somewhat re-
stored hig health and opened up new prospects of usefulness.
Meantima he was not idle.  He studied hard and, as his strength
would adiit, preached in many of the Roman churches. When
the Vatican Council was summoned he became an active psarti-

cipant in its deliborations and attended every session of that
memornble and historic gathering. It was during the progress
of the Council that he first made the aequaintance of Archbishop
Lyneh, with whom he was subsequently to become so intimately
associated. During his prolonged residence in Rome he was
brought into close relationship with many of the great men,
Loth in Church and State, who frequented that city. There, as
well as when in Ireland, he was on termsof the closest intimacy
and affection with His Eminence Cardinal Cullen, with Father
Tom Burke, the great Dominican preacher, and with His Emi-
nence Cardinal Hergenrother, afterwards Chief Librarian of the
Vatican library.

During his visit to Rome in 1879, His Grace the late Arch-
bishop Lynch, who had begun to feel the weight of years telling
upon him, invited Bishop O’Mahony to return with him to
Canada t2 co-operate in the work of his archdiocese. To the
Holy Father the Archbishop also preferred his request,’and the
result was that Bishop O'Mahony consented to the change.
The two prelates arrived in Toronto together in December of
that year, and the rezeption they wet with, together with the
events of Bishop O'Mahony’s subsequent thirteen years’ resi-
dence in our midst, are fresh in the memory of all. He at once
took charge of St. Pnul’s parish which he retained for the re-
mainder of his life. Finding the old churck entirely inade-
quute to the requirements of the parish, he soon turned his at-
tention to the erection of a more suitable edifice. Tor several
years he quietly made preparations to this end, and so success-
fully, that in 1887 he was enabled ‘o break ground and to begin
operations. The work was pushed forward with such vigor
that, on Oct. 9th of the same year, tho corner-stone was laid by
His Eminence Cardinal Taschereau, assisted by His Grace Arch-
bishop Lynch, their Lordships Bishops Walsh and O'Mahony,
and Mgr. O'Bryen,[Papal Ablegate. On December 22nd, 1889,
the dedication services took place, His Grace Archbishop Cleary,
Bishop O'Mahony’s friend and co-laborer of fifty years, being
the ofticiating prelate. Although the Bishop was thus enabled
to sce the long-desired church practically completed, it proved
to be at the cost of his own health. He caught a severe cold at
the laying of the corner-stone, from the effects of which he
never entirely recovered. A severe illness which brought him
to death’s door was the immediate effect of the cold. On be-
coming convalescent he proceeded to Southern California.for
the winter, with the result that his strength was somewhat re-
cuperated, but from that out the least exertion upset him, and
he may be said to have been an invalid more or less ever since.
He hiad not been in the churchihe was instrumental in building
for eleven months preceding his demise. Latterly his illnesg
turncd to dropsy, which in a short time terminated fatally.

As a preacher Bishop O’Mahony took high rank. His ser-
mons were models of learning and lucid exposition of Catholic
doctrine, and to this he added a sonorous voice and handsome
personal presence. Though rarely of late years heard outside
his own parigsh. church, he always, as a preacher, had great
influence with non-Catholics, and was seldom without one or
more onquirers. An explanation of Catholic teaching from him
seldom failed to carry conviction fo the intellect and strength
to the heart.

By the Catholics of this city he will be greatly missed and his
place cannov easily be filled. His work was of an enduring
nature, and without exaggeration may bs applied to him ths
words, ** He being dead yet speaketh.”

H. F. M.

BISHOP O'MAHONY'S FUNERAL.
The Mass dc Requiem was offered up in St. Paul’son Saturdey
at 10.80 o'clock. The altars and pillars of {be church were
heavily draped in mourning, and a gloom pervaded the vast



