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RICHARD LALOR SHUELL,

Tius ewminent vrator, pohtician and author was born on the 16th
of August, 1791, at the resdence of Ins father, sellevue House, on
the river Suir, o little below Waterford.  Ho recerved Ins early edu.
cutwn frum a French abbe, who bad tled from tug country during the
revolution, and had found rvefuge in the hospitable home of Sheil's
father.  After the Pence of Anuens the refuges returned to Ifrance,
and Sheil was sent to a school at Kensington, London, conducted by
the I'rince de Bruglio, » sun of Marshal Brogho. 1he greater num-
ber of the pupils here were sons of Irench refugees of raunk, and
Sheil becatne su proficient m the Freneh language as aimost to forget
his own.  His father's wish was that hoe should study for the priest-
hood, and with thus end i view he proceeded to the Jesurt College at
Stoneylurst in Luncaslure, but lus own tastes led hun i a different
direction. e decided on the bar as a profession, and in November,
1807, entered Trinity College, Dublin. Becoming a member of the
Cullege Historical Socicty, ke tovh a premmpent purt m ats debates,
but his speeches ut this tine were more vemarkable for metaphor than
argument. His figure was ungainly, bis gestures theatrical, and lns
voice shrill.  While perfectly conscious of these defects, he never en-
tirely overcame them, though the practice o public speaking tended
in time to strengthen ns voice and modify his abruptness of manner.
When only eighteen years of age he delivered his first speech in public
at n meeting of the Catholic Association. At the outset he was re-
ceived with marked impatience, but warnung with lus subject he
gained firmness, and at the conclusion was loudly cheered. About
this time Sheil’s father was completely ruined by the failure of 2 mer-
cantile firm in Dublin in which he had invested his money, and the
family residence of Bellevue had to be sold. This misfortune could
not fail to aflect the future of young Sheil. He gained his degree of
B.A. in 1811, und was enabled to complete his studies for the bar at
Lincoln’s Inn by the pecumary help of friends.  In 1818 he returned
to Ireland and took a leading part in the work of the Catholic Asso-
ciation, sidiuyg with the vetoists and agamnst O'Connell.

I'o aid in defraying the expenso connected with his call to the bar,
Sheil wrote a tragedy entitled ¢ Adelaide or the Bmigrants.” This
play when brought out m Crow Street Theatre, Dublin, gained u
temporary success through the clever acting of the celebrated Miss
O'Nell, who undertook the role of the herome ; but it possessed no
intrinsic ment, and when afterwards put on the stage at Covent
Garden proved almost a futlure. e was called to the barin 1814,
but his engagements bemg as yet inconsiderable, he continued to
apply nmself to aunthorsinp, and produced another tragedy entitled
“The Apostate.  In this play he seeks to demonstrate that religions
mtolerance under all cirennstances is objectionable. The cast in-
cluded Miss O'Neil, Mr. Kemble, Mr. Macready, and Mr. Young, and
on the mght of its first production at Coveant Garden the author was
called before the curtum torecerve an enthusiastic ovation. Mr. Murray
paid him £300 for the copyright of this play, snd from the manager
of the theatre he received £400.

In 1816, the year in which ¢ The Apostate '* was written, Sheil
married Miss O'Halloran, niece of Sir Williamr Macmahon, master of
the rolls. In 1817 lie produced ¢ Bellamira, or the Fall of Tunis,”
a play that met with a favourable reception, although not so suecess.
il as ** The Apostate.” He was now advised by a friend to make an
adaptation of Shirley’s play, * The Traitor.” He began the work,
but after a time threw Shirley aside, and out of the new material
which he had written he produced the tragedy of ** Evadne, or the
Statue.” This became the most popular of Sheil's picees, aud elicited
the praise of many eminent critics.  His next play, ¢ Montoni," was
a fatlure. ¢ The fatal Dowry ' and * The Huguenots ' followed,
but also proved fuilures, owing possibly to the absence through illness
of the actors intended for the principal parts. ‘The author, who had
expected great things fiom  The Huguenots, was so disappointed
at the fuilure that he resolved to renounce dramatic literature for
ever.

After receiving fur his dramatic writings a sum of about £2000, lie,
in 1822, turncd Lis attention Lo lus profession once more, aud set lam-
self to work up the practice so loug neglected.  Like many lawyers
of that period Lie touh an active part in the presailivg pulitical agita-
tion, and wrote ¢ severe critiasin on O'Conudll, which drew forth a
not very flattering 1ctort, Lut all this was forgiven aud forgotten
when Sheil gave the laudator, portrait of the Agitator which appeared
in the ** Sketehes of the Irinh Bar ™ he was then contributing to the
New Monthly Mayazine.  In the same year (1822) Sheil sustained a

reat blow in the luss of his wife. shortly after the birth of an only
child. For some tuac after this calamity he coutinued quietly attend-
ing to his prufession, «nd cuntinuing to contribute to the New Munthiy
Maqazine papers on the Irish bar, written in conji nction with W. I1.

Curran. The ** Shetchies of the Lrish Bar " were  Jterwards published
collectively.  Au wccidental meeting of Mr. O°Counell with Mr. Sheil

at tho house of a niatual friend in 1822 led to the former antagonists
becoming fast friends i the work of Catholic emancipation. Shortly
afterwards, at a meeting held in Dublin, it was resolved to petition
Parliament to institute an inquiry into the unjust manner in which

the laws were administered in Irelund. At O'Connell's request Sheil
drew up the petition. When laid hefore Purlinment Mr. Brougham
proposed to refer it to the ** Cumnmittes on Courts of Justice, ' but
Mr. Pecl strongly opposed this niotion, and would uut cousvnt to any
rolorence of a pet.tion which le characterized as ' wore in the de-
clamatory style of & conderund tragedy than a grave 1eprescutation
to the legislature.”  In 1825, wheu Mr. Goulburn brought in a bitl
for the suppression of pulitical assuuiations, Sheil, 0 Counell, and
others formed a deputation, procveded to Loudoun, and demanded to
be heard at the bar of the House of Comtnons.  The deputation was
received most cordially by the lenders of the Whig party, but their
mission, notwithstanding, was unstuceessful, the Duke of York declur-
ing in the [louse of Lords, that in the Cuent of Lis succeeding to the
throne he would never consent to Catliolic emancipation.  This inised
a storm of indignation against the Dake, in whicly Sheil touk an active
part.

Sheil's business at the Nisi Prius bar was now considerable, yet ho
found time to go beart and soul with O'Connell mto the straggle for
emancipation. He hurried about from county to county, and mn the
namber and variety of bis speechies almose equalled the great Agitator
himself. ‘L'e escape for a short ime from the constant pressure und
turmail of public life he visited France in 1826. 1lere his friend the
Abbe Genoude was so much struch with Ins deseription of the state
of Ireland, that he induced him to cuntribute to L' Ftile, n puper of
which he was editor, " series of anonymous articles on the subjeet
written in the I'rench language.

On the death of the Duke of York Sheil, made, m a sgeech at a
public meeting, a kind of apology for the severity of his former at-
tacks, but it seems to have had little efiect in allaying the resentment
folt towards him in lugh quarters. At length proceedings were in-
stituted against him, founded on a speech which he had dehvered on
Theabald Wolfe Tone, m which he appeared to approve of the senti-
ments and doings of that patriot. Plunket was Attorney-Generul at
the time, aud most reluctantly took up the case, well aware that this
act would destroy forever Ins influence m Ireland. Canning said
afterwards of Sheil’s speech that it mmght have been delivered in the
House of Commong without even drawing forth a call to order.  Sheil,
“to cut down,” as he said, ** Goliath with his own sword,” asked
Plunket to conduct the prasecution m person, mntendmg to cite pass-
uges from Ins (Plunket's) earhier speeches, winch were, at least, equally
as violent and unconstitutional as his own. Matters had assumed
a somewhat serious aspect for Sheil, who, by rashly acxnowledging
the authorship of the lotters in L'Ltoile, gave his enemies fresh
weapons wherewith to wreak their vengeance. e was desirous to
let the case tuke its course, but O Counell, lus counail, wisely put in
a claim for the defendant s delaying his answer to the mdictnent.
Tins delay was a great rehief to Plunket, who was only too glad to
grant it. The dissolution of government, on the death of Lord Liver-
pool, still further postponed the triul, and on Me. Canning’saceession
to oftico it was entirely abandoned.

In 1827 a seriousaccident withdrew Sheil for a time from public life;
when able to return to it once more, Canning, on whose aid the
emancipation party had reckoned, was dead, and the Duke of Welling.
ton was at tho head of the government. With these changes came
the Clare election, and the passing of a resolution by the Catholic
Association to oppost any member who should accept oflice under
govermment. When the Test and Corporation Acts were repeuled,
f,ord John Russell advised the withdrawal of this resolution, with
which zdvice O'Connell would have been willing to comply had not
his opinion been overruled. The point was speedily brought to issue
by Mr. Fitzgerald, the candidate for Clare, accepting office as presi-
dent of the Board of Trade. By the advice of Sheil and others
O’Connell was induzed to s:and for the county. Sheil was indefati-
gable in canvassing for hisfriend. lle went {rom pluce to place, de-
livering in out-of-the-way country towns speeches eloquent enough to
move a House of Commons. The result is well known—0Q'Connell’s
triumph was secured.

$heil, at the request of the vierroy, advised O'Connell to put a stop
for the time to the mass meetings, and on the 25¢h September. 1828,
O'Conuell indicated his desire, which was law to the peoplc. At this
time the question of emancipntion was under discussion, aad the
veople of Kent, apprehending danger, held 2 great maeting at Penen-
den Heath for the purpose of according the opposition of the Protes-
tants of Englund to any concessions the government mightbe disposed
to make. On hearing of their intentinn he determined to bo present,
and in order that he might be entitled to speak he proceeded to Lon-
don, purchased n freehold, m_)d on the 2ith of October, 1828, presented
himself to the meeting. Upwards of 20,000 men were present, and
aftec appealing to their generosity for a lhiearing he made a specch,
which, in conusequence of irequent interruptions, was scarcely heard,
but nevertheless his object was gained, ag it appeared in the Times
with others delivered on the same occasion. Iilled with admiration
of his courage az a man and brilliaucy asan orater, the people received
bim on his return to Ireland with a great ovation.

12 be Continued.



