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untested weapons, which even theiradyocates
say must be carefully iuspected after only
250 quiet and cool discharges, at the rate of
eight rounds every three months, :ind which
it is boasted do not burst during a sea voyage
in time of peace, though they w: consider-
ably injured by the act of tenining the crevis,
Arm the British fleet with suchi doubtful
rifled weapons, and it is quite possible that
in & well contested naval aciiim it v be

come wholly dssarmed by thie iivegaine wob-
bling and hammering of iy own viciously
rifled projectiles.” The defet of the British
tleet must come from within, «nd could be
arranged for by discouraging the oflicers and
nien ; by keeping trom them all experience
of naval weapons ot destruction w use in
other fleets; and by supplying to them guns
which have never been tested for rapid con-
tinuous fire, and are known to be rifled con

trary to all mechanical principles. When we
have thus organized the fleet for defeat, and

atlained that end, then, and not till then,

shall our eecond line of defence be required
{o repel invaders.”

A p——

TuE rapid and signal success ol the Lrus:
sian arms during the late contest with France,
has very justly invested, with profound. in-
terest, every means, probable or otherwise,
by wbich it was or might be attained.

As the tactical subject has been exhausted,
and strategy pretity nearly so, the education-
al element is now submitted to unulytical
discussion, and fhe tendency appeurs to be
in the direction of attributing unduoc weight
to the peculiar training of the Prussiun sub-
altern, and as a primary element therein—
the practical lessons of strategy tzught by a
game of miilitary chess, for it is nothing more,
called the Krieg-Spiel or game of war.

Many of our contemporaries suppose ihis
to be ane of those new inventions which Prus.
sian military genius has given to the world,
and they will, no doubt, be surprised to
Tenrn that ii wus at least 35 years older than
the batile of Jena in which the Prussian
army was snnihilated by the Erench, altho’
the latter had not studied straicgy on a
chess board while the former had.

The United Service Journalfor 1851, ntpage
75, part I, has a well written notice of -~ The

War Game of Prussia,” in whiclh it is des:.

cribed as “the fam:liu méde of illustiuing
the evolutions of twops by smaki restangn-
bir figuiea” oo st : :

1t sppears Lo have been invented in 1780
by a Professor HetLwia of . Brunswick, and
improved as well as adopted by the Prussian
War :Dbpartment in 1821, and known by its
modern name—it was'pliyed by two persons
with a third for umpire— with plans and
every app)iunce similar to those now in use.

Our object in noticing this, is to introduce
a lecture delivered at Dover on 13th March
last, by H. R. I. Prixce Antaus, on this sub-
ject, and as avery movement of the diating
uished.leoturer is of interest ta ilie members
of the Canadivn art;y we-ive thas portion of
the lecture as ‘it appearcd in b Broad
Arrow. .

At the sume tim: we we udb inclined to
pin our faith cn trt kaivwledge which would

-

1 armies by placing pins on maps to represent.

be acquired by a game of chess, we believe it
to be a fact that some of the best strategists
and most successful commanders were lotal-
ly igoorant of that noble gau:e.

It may be valuable to youuy officers to be
taught what strategy mesns by a mechanieal
process, but no one except Mr. CARDWELL
would think of training (Genevals by illustra-
tions of the art of war,

“Tt s significant of the modern advance
in popular education in the army to lind so
many officers and even soldiers ocensionally
coming forward as expasitors of military
science. ‘i'le lecture delivered Ly H. R. II.
Prince Avthur on Wednesday at the Gar:ison
instructor’s Class-room, Dover,on the * tiame

of War." consisted of a remarkably Incid de !

scription of the German *Kiieg Spiel,’ and |
was designed to excite an interest in the
subject among His Royal Highness's brother
officers in the garrison aud district. Among
the officers and gentlemen present were Sir |
Howard Elphinstone, K. C. B,, Lisutenant
Fitzgerald, (lolonel W, #nrke, C. B., com- !
manding ut Shorncliffe; Colonel M'Donald, !

assistant adjlutant-general; Colonel Mayne, |

assistant quarter master general; Mr, A, W,
Downes. district controller ; General Dalzell ;
Major Blenkinsopp, superintendent of the
riding establishment in Canterbury; Mujor
Crooks, Mr. T. Humphreys, &ec.

“Colonel M'Donald, as president of the
Dover Association for the discussion of mil-
itary subjects, introduced the royal lecturer.
e said ha hoped he might be permitted to
ob-erve that the honor His Royal Highness
had conferred upon them by being present
on that occasion, and by his introduction ot
a subject known only by name (o0 most it
that ssscmblage, would give a stimulous te
Liie institution it had never hitherto possess-
ed,

*Having already described the modus
operandi of the game, wo now contine our
selves to that portion of the royal lecture
which represents the Prince’s own original
views of the application of the * Krieg-Spiel.’
His Royal Highness made the following his-
torical reference to the ‘ Krieg Spiel.” Some
twenty years ago a society of officers was
formed at Magdeburg for the special object
of playing the game, The chief of this soci-
ety was Von Moltke, who attached great im-
portance to it.” To attempt a full explanation
of tlie rules would. occupy far too long !
time, ahd would, . he feared, be wenarisome. |
Prince Arthur proceeded to explain the
general principles and modus operandi of the |
game, Dul‘iu{g the Iate wur most of them, !

he supposed, followed the movements of the !

‘the different bodies of troops, and thus got |
an excellent idea how matters sood each day. '
The game of war was simply an amplitication |
of this} instead of pins, leaden blocks were |
used, #nd these hlocks were cut to scile so
a8 to suit the maps wnd show the exact dis- |
position and spaca occupied Ly each arm of
the Service as well as the ireciion in wiuch
they were moving. The Prince produced
one of the maps used in I'russia, on a scale
of eight inches te the mile; the Austrian
maps were upon the same scale, but English
ordnance maps were on a scale of only six
inches to'the mile. Iu order, however, to
make usc of these maps, the War Office were
now engaged in getting leaden models of
troops, of a size suitalle to this scale. e
understood, also, that it was intended to is-
sue shortly a set of maps and models to each

i ing Lo obtain.

| at & certain pace.

military district. His Royal Highness point-
ed outa remarkable peculiarity in the Aus

trian map, the pieces composing it being
turned in any direclion one pleased, yot nl-
ways fitting, and thus enabling the players,
while using the same map, to change the fea:
ture of the ground,  In explainig the priv.
ciples of the game, the Prince said that two
persons were chusen to tuke charge of _lhe
opposing foirces, a third acting as umpire.
The two players or opponents need not be
very learned. All that was required of them.
was that they should know what the different
blocks were, be able to read a map, aud have
all the knowledge of the principles which
governed the marches of froops, their dispo-
"sition in action, &e., and, lastly, that they
i shoulid yield implicit obedience to the decis:
;ion of the umpire. The umpire, «n the other
“baud  shoull thoroughly uunderstand  the
Ctheory and practice of the art of war, and
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. know perfectly all the rules of the game, 8o
that hie could apply themat once to any
ease that might oceur.  Before commeucing
the play, the umpire issues o ¢ general idea’
stating the nuture ol the operations an:d the
general object which each side is endteavor:
This shoukl be done a day or
two before the game began in order to give
officers sufficient time to study the map.
A8 an illustration of this ¢ general iden ™
! His Royal [ighness supposed an invading
army bad landed and established itself at
Hythe, and while pushing repidly on to-
"wards London, detached a corps towards
! Dover and Chatham to mask them ; the
troops in the South-eastern District concen-
trating in Dover for a jcombined attack on
Hlank or rear, s0 as to cut oft the enmemy's
communications with Hythe. Besides this
: a gpecial idea was given to each commander
¢ to guide his own individual moves ; for in
t stance Colonel McDonald, who hid Kindly
j undertaken to defend Dover. had received
the following special idea. The troops in
the South castern district had had time to
' concentrate, and numbered about 11,000
{men us detailed. They were to advaoce
j from Dover on the 13th of March, and take .
{ up a position on the high ground in front of
j Horgham and Alkham, aud to throw out
. their outposts as far as Swingfield, Even.
i dean, and Stanley.  During the night of the
j 13th, the general cymmanding hears from
i trustworlhy reports that a strong force of
i ibe enemy is advancing upon Dover by the
: roud leading towards Hawkinge, Evendean, |
i and Swingfield, The general is to take up
| the sirongest defensive position near his
s outposts, and to hold until assistauce ar
After describing the laws of tha

. )
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i game, his Royal Highness. before closing -

mentioned a few instances to show how |
closely the game in its application approach.
ell to what would occur during operations
carried on in the field, For instance, a re- '
port is sent in from outposts thas the enemy
1s advancing ; the commander cannot imme.
diately give his ordersto the troops. because .
the L1ws of the game states that the aid-de
camp cannot carry orders more rapidly than -
He - must therefore wait "
tor a certain time before he can remove his
pieces. lle might make use of gignalmen;
but the rule is, thaut unless he has given .
written orders for the signalmen to be with
that corps, time must be allowed for the :
aide de-camp to gallop over that distance. «
Secondly, an officer orders his men to
‘‘double " 80 a8 to take cqver in a wood,
The umpire forbids Lim to **doub’'e’ more
than 200 yards at one move, and never more
than three times in right moves. Should
they be attacked immediately after ¢ doull-
ing,” they receive one chance less than is
due to their strength, as they are not then
supposed to be 80 efficient. 1laving said alli
that time permitted in explanation of the.
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