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of 2500 men, eight or nino field pieces, and
250 cavalry, for tho avowed purpose of at
tacking the division under my command in
{his position; and having soon afterwards
received a report that he had passed the
swamp and driven in my advanced posts
from Stoney Crack and Brady’s, Lieut.-Col.
Hlarvoy, Deputy-Adjutant-General, iramedi-
ately went forwsard with the light companies
of tho King's and 19th regiments, and hav-
ing advanced closo to and accurately ascer-
taned tho enemy’s position sent back to
propose to me & night attack on the camp.
The enemy’s camp was distant about seven
miles. About half-past eleven 1 moved
forward with five companies of the 8th
(orKing’s) and the 40th regiment, amount-
ing together to only 704 firelocks ; Licut.-
Col. Harvey, who conducted it with great
regularity and judgment, gallantly led on
tho attack.

Tho enemy was completely surprised and
driven from his camp, after having ropeat.
odly formed in different bodies and beon s
often charged by our bLiave troops, whose
conduct throughout this brilliant enterprise
was abovo all praise. The action terminat-
oi beforo daylight whon threo guns and one
brass howit:sr, with three tumbriis; two
brigadier geperals Chandler and “finder,
first and second in command, and upwarda
of 100 officers, non-commissioned officers
and n+"~ates, remained in our hands. Not
conceiving 1t prudent to expose our small
force to the yiew of the enomy, who though
routed and dispersed was still formidable as
to numbers and position, he having fled to
the sarrounding heights, and having still
four or five guns, the troops were put in
motion at daybreak and marched back to
their cantonments. After weo had retired
and it had becomo broad day, the enomy
ventured to re-occupy his camp, only, how-
ever, for the purpose of destroying his cn-
cumbrances, such as blankets carringes,
provisions, spare arms, ammunition, &c.,
after which he commenced a precipitate re-
treat towards tho Forty-milo Creek, whero
ho effected a junction with a body of 2000
men who were vn the march from Niagara
toreinforce him. I cannot conclude this
despatch without calling your Excellency’s
attention to the following officers :

To Licut.-Col. Harvey, the Deputy-Adju-
tant-Gencral, my obligations are particular-
jyduc. From the first moment thoenemy’s
approach was known he watched his move-
ments and afforded me the carliest informa-
tion. ‘To him, indeed, I am indebted for
the suggestion and plan of operations; no-
thing could be more clear than his arrange-
ments nor more completaly successful in
theresult. The conduct of Major Plender-
leath, who commanded the 49th regiment,
wasvery conspicuous. By his decision and
prompt efforts tho surprise of tho enemy’s
camp was completed and all his efforts to
mako a stand woro rendered ineffectual by
tho bayonet which overthrew all opposition.
A party of tho 49th with Major Plenderleath
at their bead gallantly charged somo of the
enemy’s field pieces, and brought off two -
pounders. Major Ogilvie ledon in the most
gallant manner the tive companies of tho
Kiog's regiment, and whilst one-half of that
kighly disciplined and distinguished corps
supported tho 49 regiment, the other part
xoved {0 theright and attacked the enemy's
left ank, which decided our midnight
contest.

Ihave alsorocsived the grestest assistance
from Msjor Glegg, Brigado Major to the
forces, and beg leave to mention the names
of Captains McDowal and Milnes, your Ex-
oellency’s aides-de-camp, who accompanied
msdo the attack, and upon all occasions

have volunteered their services. I have
likowiga to acknowledge the assistanco of
Captain Chambers, of the 41st regiment,
who had arrived somodays bofore from Am-
herstburg, and Mr. Brook, paymaster of tho
49th, who assisted me as acting aid-de-camp.
T'o Mr. Hackett, acting Staff Surgeon to this
army, I feel particularly indebted for his
Jjudictous arrangements by which the wound-
ed havereceived every attention land are
most of them likely to bo restored to the
service. It would be an act of injustice wero
Ito admit assuring your Excellency that
gallantry and discipline were never more
conspicuous than during our late short sor-
vico; and I feel the greatest satisfaction in
assuring you that every officer and indivi-
dual seemed anxious to rival each other in
his efforts to support the honor of his Ma-
Jjesty’'s arms and to maintain the high char-
acter of British troops. I begloave to rofer
your Excellency to the inclosed reports for
particulars respecting our loss, which I ro-
gret has been very severo.

1 havoe the honor to be, &c.,
Jonx Vixcssr,
To Ilis Excellency Lisutenant-Goneral Sir
G. Provost, Bart., &e. .

MYSTERIES OF COUNTERFEITING.

It often happens in trials in courts that
tho services of porsons especially skilled in
a profession or branch of business are rc
quired to throw light upon the matter to be

considered by the court and jury. A few |dock is to bo added. Hero is a brief sketch
weeks sinco wo gave somo curious results of | of what is going on among the English steam-
tho examination of handwriting by experts, | ship companies just now:~The Cunard
showiug that kind of testimony in that par- | Company is to increase its flect of 20 steam-
ticular instance at least to be contradictory * ars by four new vessels of 3,500 tens burden
and altogether unreliable. The value of an | gach; the Inman line has lately added two
expert’s testimony, of course, depends alto- | moro ships to its former fifteen; the Guion
gother upon his spezial akill and proficiency | hine, with six steamers on the station has
in the matter about which ho is called upon | twwo mozo of 3,000 tons burden each upon
to testify. Thomost remarkable case of alhe stocks: *he National Steam Company is
particularly competent expert that has fal- | {5 add four vessels of 4,500 tons each to its
len under our observation in Lhis city, was| present fleot of eigbt; and the Southern
developed in the counterfoll caso now on | Sieamship, s new company, shortly puts on
trial in the United Sates I . ict Court.|five vessels aggragating 10,000 tons. This
One John D. Trout, wl now Berving £ 1| gydden swelling of the forty-nine steamers
sentence in the Indiana S: «te prison, at Mi- | heretoforo plying into & navy of sixty-six—
chigan city, was brought Le-o to show that|ap increase of 33 1-3 per cent.—is for tho
the Johnson family had beenin the counter- | trade between Liverpool and the United
feiting business in Indiana from 1863 untill Siates alone, There is yet to be taken into
1867, at which lattor date Trout was sent toi gecount the case of tho Montreal Ocean
prison, But it came out in the course of , Steamship Company which, to its seventeen
the oxamination that he was thoroughly | yessels of 46,000 tons burden, is soon to add
posted in the manuiaciuro of counterfeit!{5o steamers more. The South American
moncy, having been engnged in tho business ' fieot numbers 24 largo ships—six times as
for fifteen years as anengraver of plutes and ' many ag last year, which with those of tho
o printer of blank notes. For tho benefitot \yast Indian line run up the total of steam
the court, counsel, jury and spectators, ho ghipping from Liverpool to the new world to
entered into 2 minute description of tho very close on one hundr «d large ships built
process of epgraving plates and printing ' and building—while thr so to various parts
notes, describing the various articles which qf Asly, Africa and che Meditermanean
had been seen in tho Johnson heuse, and gamount to as many more,

their uses in counterfeiting.  But the most

wonderful exhibition of his skill was the tel-
ling the name of the engraver of a plate by,
examination of a bill printed fromit. He

was thoroughly familiar with the work of all

the ongravers. Ho dotected a counterfeit

from = genuine bill ata glance. Horeadily !
designated as counterfeit anissue whicheven
tho Treasury Department took as genuine
for some timo bofore detocting it as false, ' Guardsmen
tho Depariment being then obliged to can- )

cel the genuine issuo because tho false was! The Ijaly, the largest merchant screw
so nearly perfect. Tho United States Mar- ' steawship in tho world except tho Great
shall has a book containing samples of all | Bastern, was recently lsunched from Messrs.
tho counterfcits yet isued. Trout looked i Sohn Eiders’ ship building yard, Glasgor.
at theso bills and told the engraver correct- | She is built for the National Steamship Com-
ly cach time with vory little examination. | pany, and is to trade between Liverpool and
Among theso bills wero those from plates jNew York. Measurement 4200 tons, and
engraved by Boyd and Ulrich, other cele- 600 horso power.

brated counterfeits, and which are so per-
fectly done as to deceive ninety-nine out of
overy hundred persons accustomed to the
examination of moncy. Trout could not
describe the process by which ho distinguish-
ed these various bills but characterized it as
an indescribable instinct. Ho said ho had
worlsed off hundreds of thousands of dollars
in counterfeit money while he was engaged
in business. lle is apparently about 35
years of age and secms to be on the brink
of a consumptive's grave, 1lis term of sen-
tenco does not cxpire for two years yot. But
he says he does not expect & pardon though
sonear doath. Heo prefers to end his days
in prison, and has made his coffin with his
own haads. 1o i8 o modest, quiet looking
man, and says that his appearance always
won bim the confidenco of those with whom
he came in contaut, and had much todo
with his success in disposing of counterfeit
money. It secras surprising that a man of
his talont should choose to use it in a course
of crime and ond bislifo in a state prison.
His skill, exercised inalogitimate direction,
would doubtless have gained him a com-
pefency. But heis now asad example how
gonius may be preverted when it lacks tho
balanco of good principles or good sense.

The Liverpool Docks, which are already
one of tho wonders of the commercial world
with a capacity for the accommodation of
1,200,000 tons of stcam shipping, oro still
found to be insufficient, and new branch

The bear skins used for making tho head
gear of tho British foot guards arc very ex-
pensive, and are chicfly obtained from the
Hudson Bay Company's possessions in tho
North-West. A fine skin fetches about £5
storling, and out of about 5000 bear skins
now in the Company'sshowroom, only about
400 will be accopted for the fastidious



