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of these, 1o 10 atrue poot who has pootic fecling and exquisito taste,

united with tne uioet thurough knuwledge of wrt and measure, and

he w:ites neither for fame nor pelf,

Tux Crivicat, AND BxgaxTiAlL CoMMENTARY 0N THE ErIsTLES 3O
THE Eritesiass axp 1o TiE Corossiasy, By the Rev. Dr. ‘I
K. Ahbott of Trnity College. IPrice 2.60. New York.
Scribner's Soma.

This is one of the new volumes in the International Critical

serios published by Charles Neribner's Sons, I+ is gotten up in the
samio atylo as the preceding volumes and maintains the same high
atandard ae to scholarship. 1a fact, if the volume han u feult at all
it in that of being too scholarly. The writer «uotes from all the
Gireek and Latin authorities 1n the original without translating,
sometimes expresses hin own viewa by a Latin phrase rather than
an Laghiah one, and altogethor assumes a classical kaowledge on the
part of his readers which will make the book rather tiresome
reading to many a Hiblo student whose acquaintance of the ancivnt
languagos has grown s lhittle rusty. We cannot help feeling that
this is & rather padantic mistake which might well enough huve
been avoided without at all dammging the writer's reputation for
learning or the usefulness of the work. In this respect he has not
been so wise as his predecessors in the same aeries. There is no
juestion, however, sbout the writer's competence for the work
assigned him and the conspicuous ability with which it has been
carried out.  ‘Theso two Episties, Fphcsinne and Colossians go well
together as having been written at the same time, and containing
80 much matter in common. There is enough of difference, how-
ever, in the questions raised to make them scparately interesting.
1a reference to the Iphesians, for example, thore is the vexed
ijueation as to ite real destination. Dr. Abbott virtually accepta
the view steadily growing in favor that it wasa circular letter to
the various churches of Asia. As 0 the Colosmunsthere in the
whole problem of the Ginostic errors referred to.  Here Dr. Albott
has no contribution to make of lus own st all comparable to the
esays of Bushop Lightfoot, and is usually content to refer the
reader to this standard commentary for further information. Dr.
Abbott everywhere shows hitiself thoroughly acquainted with the
history of the exegenia of these Lpistles and marshalls the different
opimons 1n n masterly way. He proves lumself generally more
skilful in stating objections to them, one after auather,thaninother-
wiee defending his own. This 18 often left to stand merely an the
only ooc to which he knows no serious objection, and not fre.
quently 1s stated 1 such an obscure or incidental way as to leave
one 11 doubt at the end of a commeut ae to what his own view is.
Woe need to read a seccnd tune before we discover 1it.  When we
do discover it we are generally impressed with ita samity and grod
ontnmon sense.  Wo :ntes, howerver, the side discussions of theo.
logical and other kindred questions ariving out of the Ejunstle which
form wuch a strong and attractive featuro in Sanday’s Romans.
The atyle 1s everywhere esay and yet to the point.  T'he wark can-
not ho aaid to heabanlutely the best commentary in the language on
these Epistles bat not many better ones can bo named and at wall
wortluly take ita place 10 & series that so far has matotamned a high
level.

Tux Pisn Fany Bk, By Andrew Lang. Price $2. Lousgmaus
Green A Co,, London, The Copp, Clark Co , Linnted, Totonta.

** The Ik Fairy Book,” cdited by Androw Lang, with numerous
illusteations, contains faury tales from many tongues, including
yuite & sumber from the Japanese. They are all of the old-fashioned
kind which have beeu fashionable for centurios upon centuries, and
will doubtless please for as many generations to como. There are
smute, here, and dwatfs and seven-headed snakes, and eca scrpenta
aud mormaids and hobgobline and witchen, and all manner of wild
beasta and other creatures which make things exciting for the hittle

poople.

Tux Lamiary o0 Ustrer Stouns, Price 10c. DL Appleton &

Nona, New York

This valuable series of little books ahould nmeet with a large sale
amony the homes «f onr thiking people, as they bring scientiic and
other rather umntercoting sut ;~!s before the rewder in a conciso
and fasciuating manner.  The eerica comprises ** The Story of the
Stare " by 1. tv Chambers with twenty four llustrations. ** The
Story of the Barth™ by Prof. Ho G, Secley ; ** The Story of Germ
Tafe™ by W, W Conu. **The Story of tho Plancts® by Grant
Allen . ** The Story of the Atmorphere by Danglas Archibiald,
** The Nory of Blectnieity by John Manse,allustrated , and * The
Story of the Fauat Civale stion of the Last ™ by Robert E
Ander o, allustrated.

Rev Francn 1 6 inrk, of Chnntian Eodeavor fame, han recently
1soucd & hittle hooklet kunowo as ** The Great Sectel,  dealing with

vatioun plases of the Chrietian Life. ‘The little work which sells
for 302 10 issued by the United Society of Christisn Eadeavor,
Washington St., Boston.

Guiasisos 1y Bropua Fietvs, By Lafcadio Hearn. Price $1.85.
Houghton, Mitthn & Co., Boston,

Debightful—with the word underlined. The suthor haa lived
long enough in Jspau to escaps the complacent assumption that all
who live in the Occident are civilized, and none besides. He has
learned tn love the Japanese and to see things with their eyes, and
he secs beautiful thinge. We are introduced with kindly sppreci-
ation and charming navete to the folk-lors, the street songs, the
art, the phjlosophy, the inner life of Japan. Mr. Hearn is Lecturer
in Englieh Literature in the Imperisl University, Japan, and has
the touch of the literary artist. 1e can in elegast English unfold
what he fecls. The get up of $he book is as near perfection as books
can very well reach,—as might be expected from the Cambridge
University Preas,

The Presbyterian Board of Philadeiphia have issued what will
undoubtedly be of a good deal of interest to the Presbyterians
throughout the land at this particular time, when the annivereary
of the Westruinster Assembly is brought so forcibly befors their
minds, It is a fac.simile of the draft of the Shorter Catechism
presented by the \Westminater Assembly to the House of Lorde and
Cotmmons on the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth days of November,
1617, The atyle of the old old English is maintained and the paper
has been specially made to represent the ancient document.

MAGAZINES.
¢ Chirist and His ‘T'ime," the great Religious serial now runaning
in the National Magazine is drawing toaclose. Themost dramatic
and tragic pictures of the life of Christ are treated in the December
1ssue, ‘The sericl is one that holds interest from the first line to
tho last.

Prof. William Z. Ripley leads the list of contributers in
Appleton’s Popular Science Monthly for 1lecember with s paper on
4 I'ne Racisl Geography of the British Isles.” The wide extent of
terntory governed by English-speaking psople, and the preponder-
ating influence which they have had in the advancement of civili.
2atton, ronder this articls one of the most impurtant of the series.
¢ Are there I'lanets amony the Stars?” is & discussion by Garrett
P. Serviss of some of the questions raised by Dr. See in a recent
paper on this subject. Mr. Serviss takes issuo with Dr. Bee on
several points, and contends that, notwithstaudiog the eccentricitios
of the double stars, we may still cherish the belief that there are
eyes to sec and minds to think out in celestial space. Another
article of special intereat is that on ‘¢ Animatel 1ictuces,” by J.
Ahller Barr, * The Teaching of Applied Science,” by M. Ch,
Lauth, discusses this important department of education, especiaily
in its bearing on the commercial prosperity of a country. M.
Gustave Le Bon, under the titie * The Life History of Scientific
Ideas, showa that scientific theory is subject to the same general
law of evolution which the scientist claims is at work in the other
departments of koowledge.

The Christmas number of the Cenfury reflects much of the
holiday »pirit. The opening article is ** Merry Christinas in the
Tenements,” by Jacob A. Riis, author of ** How the Other Half
Lives ”” and other studies of life in the tenement districts of New
York. The articlo has many characteristic illustrations by Jay
Hambidge. Clarence Cook contributes a sketch of the author of the
fanuliar pocws of childhood, *'T'was the Night before Christmas,”
and a portrait is given of the author, Dr. Clement C, Moore. The
late General Francis A Walker is represented by a paper on *¢ The
Causcs of Poverty.” W, Lewis Fraser writes a critical sketch of
** \ Religrous Panter.” A richly illustrated paper on * Teanyaon
and His Friends at Freashwater " is written by V. C. Scott-O'Connor,
and contains many new portraits of the Tennyson family published
with the consent of the present Lord Tennyson. Miw Eliza
Ruhamah Scidmore tells of * The Wonderful Morning Glories of
Japan,” which are taking the place of the chrysanthanum in the
affections of the Japanese people.  The magszine as usual containg
numerous other articles of deep intereat.

The Christmas number of Chalmer's journal containe bearde the
ordinary attractive list of contents ** The Millionaire of Harburgh
Island,” ** Witness to the Martiage,” * The L astVoyage of Martin
Valanco. With this number ends the 14th volumn of the fifth
scrios.  The programme for tho coming year is very attractive and
should comniend ataell to those who desite a high class family
Magssine tor their households,




