§ S UR

O

CON LS

gw‘;;,.:;.- .

3986 .The Presbyterian Review. '\

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lesson VI.—Saut croseN KinG.—Nov, 10,
(2 Samuel x, 13-27.)

Gorvex Trxr.—*'T'ho Lord reigaeth ; let the earth rejoice.”—
Is. xcviis 1.

Trie.—B.C. 1076 or 1694,

Prace.—~Mizpeh.

INTRODUCTORY.—Samuel at tho timoe of this leeson, was about
soventy-two years old. Ho had been acknowledged as a prophet
of tho Lord for sixty years, and for twenty years before this losson
had discharged tho duties of judge ovor all Ysracl. During this
period thero had been peaco and prosperity, and his rule as judge
appears to have been most satiafactory to the people, but ho had
assooiated with him his sous as judges, and they were tuilty of
corrupt practices that occasioned great discontent, leading to an
urgont demand for & king, like tho nutivns around them. This
was displeasing to Samuel, but when ho laid the matter before the
Lord, he was dircoted to grant the requost, and to anoint Saul as
king privately. And the peoplo were then gathored at Mizpeh
whera the king was duly chosen by lot, as recorded in this lesson.

Lrssox Cousexts.—V. 17. Samuel called the people together—
This was no doubt one of those great assemblics of Israel which
were accustomed to gather on all important occasions, made up of
representatives of all tho tribes and of the peoploasfar as possible.
U"nto the Lord - The Lord was present there to meet His people.
To Mizpeh —This hill, near Ramah, the home of Samuel, was the
placo where, during that period, great assemblies were often held.

V. 18. 8aid unto the children of Isracl, Thus saith the Lord God
of 1sracl—He speuks in tho name of the Lord, delivering tho mess-
ago tiod had given him. I brought up Israel out of Egypt, eto.,~—
He reminds them that in all their gieat. dangers and deliverances
He, Jehovah, was their King and Leader, and to Him they wore
indebted for whatever of prosperity they had enjoyed.

V. 19. And ya have this day rejected your God—This they had
done by their dissatisfection with the form of government ho had
hitherto given them, and especially their lack of faith in Him. It
was this which had led to all tho disasters that had distressed
them. And yehavesaid, . . . Seta king over us—This was their
domand of Samnel. Now thercfore present yourselves before the
Lord - There was no doubt an altar thero, and we must suppose
that on this occasion some religions servicoe was performed. By
your tribes, aud by your thousands—There was to be somo
systomatio arrangement of tho triues to facilitate the takingof the
Jot.

V.20, And. . « tho tribe of Benjamin was taken—The firit
lot was betwoen thetwolve tribes, resulting in the choice of the
tribe of Benjamin aa the tribo from which the king should be taken

V. 21, When he had caused thoe tribe of 13enjamin to come near
with their familiesa—The tribes were divided into sabdivisions,
ealled families. +Theso divisions were gencrally distinguiahed by
tho names of the sons of the original heads of tho tribes. The
aons of Jacob were the heads of thetribes, their scns were the heads
of the families into whic* tho tribes ware divided. The family
of Matri~This family of all the familics of Benjamin was chosen by
lot. Saul the son of Kish— There wero perhaps intervening steps
taken, but tho final lot pointed out the king God had chosen.
When they sought him, ho could not be found—Saul knew what
the result of tho lot would be, for ho had been already anointed
by Samuel, and inodesty seems to have led him to withdraw from
the aszombly.

V. 22 Thereforo they inquired of the Lord further—How thoy
inquired is not told, but probly through the bigh prieat, and in
the appointed way. Awong the stuff—The baggage. Such an
assembly would have a well-appointed camp with the baggage.

V 23 Andthey ran aud fetched him thonco—The expression
indicates the eagerness of tho peopls to see tho chosen king. And
when he atood among the people, ho was higher than any of the
peoplo from his shoulde:s and upward—It is surmisod that homust
have boen noarly or quite scven feet tall,

V 2§ And Samuel said to all the peoplo—Notwithstanding
Samuel had been rejocted by the people. 1t is evident horo and
clsewhero that he had entered beartily into the movement ac?
attached himself atrongly to tha young king. See ye him whom the
Lord hath chiosen, that thero isnonclike him among allthe poople?
Wo may auppose that it was uot merely the staturo of Saunl that
unpressod those who saw him, but his attractive appearance,
And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king—Thus
acotpting him as their kiog.

V. 25. Then Samuel told the people the mannerof the kingdom,
and wrote it in & book—These words imply that Bamuel, under
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divine dircction, gavo to tho king and people a written constitution
thus establishing a limited monarchy, unliko those of neighboring
kingdome, ag thoy wore dospotio in their character. Lald i up
before the Lord—It was doubtleas placed in charge of the priosats,
a3 was tho law of Moses,

V. 26. 8Baul .. . went homo to Giboah-~This placo was four
miles north of Jerusalem, whore Saul seems to havo madehis head.
quarters. A band of men—Who appear to have volunteored to be
his followers, and who constituted the nucleus of his army.
\Yhosohoarts God had tonohed —That is, had inulined toward Saul.

V. 27. But the children of Belial——The expression means wortk-
less people. How shall this mau save us ?—Perhaps this was
becanso ho was of the emallest of the tribes. They . . . brought
him no presents—~The castomary gifts of homsge. e hold his
peacs—Patiently abiding the timo when ho could gain their allegi-
ance by his acts of valor.

Hints to Teachers,

The lesson is takon from tho fourth section of the first general
division of the Books of Samuel, The principal events of this
fourth seotioun are :

1. The demand for a king, and the Lord’s respouse.

2. Saul privately anointed by Samuel, with the siges given him
that he was to become king.

3. Saul chosen king by lot at Mizpoh.

4. Saul publicly aczepted by the people after his victory over
the Ammonites. .

Our leszon is taken from No. 8, but the incidents preceding and
succeeding, as noted above should bo considered.

Summary.

1. God someotimes suffers the disobediert to have their own
way.

2. To reject Uod is & sin of heinous ingratitude.

8. Modesty, humility, and forbearanco are marks of true
greatness.

4. Ayoung man of noble-traits, if be be without the grace of
God, may fall to the lowest deptha.

J. Bad rulers, high or low, are a great curse to a people.

6. Tho precepts of God’s law should be the guide of every one
in his official acts.

7. Some follow Christ the King in Zion ; others despise Hum.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

“Thoro is a wondorful futuro boforo the Endoavor movement,
on ono condition ; that its loadors and mombors porsistontly
offor it to God for tho nmninand ronowling and thanksgiving
of the Holy Ghost.”"~Rov. Androw Murray.

What Others are Doing.

Hungary's fiest Christian Endcavor Society was lately organ.
ized, with saven members.

The local unjon of Wellington, New Zealand, employsa Chinese
catochist to work among his countrymen in that city.

The latost denomination to make Caristian Kadeoavor its official
young people’s socicty is the African M. E. Zion Church.

Qoo of the former members of the society in the Wisconsin
State Prison is now engaged in work for prisonerain New Lagland
and New York.

A socioty in Richmond, Ind., mado arrangements for ukidg
the fecbla and aged members to the church to a communion sor-
vico, aud afterwards went with them to their bomes.

Theoriginal Christ’an Endeavor Socicty in Williston Church,
Portland, Mc., seos no flagging in its zeal. In alternation with
other P'ortland Sociotics, it has undertaken the holding of regular
oervices at tho Gresloy Hospital.

Christian Endeavor in Toxas partakers of western enterprise.
The Cumborland Presbyterian Socioty of Terroll, recently made s
trip of cight miles to Pootry and organized a Christian Endeavor
Socioty of thirty members in its own denomination.

Daring the Boucon Convention, tho uniform courtesy of the
mon employed on tho strect cars was quickly noted, and in recog.
nition of thisecrvico the United Society sent a letter of tbanks to
the West End Railroad Company. Tho company prioted thelettcr,
and gave a copy tocach of its employees.

The power that rests with ono consecrated young people’s society
is well shown by the example of the Pzesbyterian Endcasvcrers of
Glenolden, Penn. The eleven delegates to Boston returned beme
Brod with zesl for persorz work. An evangelistic committee was
appointed and outdoor aerviceakave been held regulazly on 8sbbath
evenings. The first seven services resulted in more than fifty
conversiens.




