
1724 Nôtre Dame Street. ÇMONTREAL, SEPTEMBER 15, 1894. 18200 ffA?<4fi4n

THE

Insuranrc2 anfl *IUinaniuig Oklhrni12.
PiAs.d on the it and is!A ol eacA :opttA.

Ar 1724 ±NoTtw DÂXIC ST.. btOîrac&t.
R. WVUrSON SMITH. Editar aod Proprletor.

Alpouai Subscriptlou (Io Advavce) . 1 $2.00
Prices for Advertiserocipts oo application.

Ail Communtlons intended for Tatit Citto\ocu. must ben ahnd flot Inter
thais the zoth and assis of the month tosectire anstfors.

TiUri unfortuno'q victinis of tlie recentTite ForeAt riresfoetfrsiiteSasdutls
'%Varulng. oss reinteSae ubls

neyer dreamut of the calainity wvhich,
overtook thei being possible. lIn the saine happy state
of uniconisciansucss as ta, risk fran bush fires, are Soule
of the inliabitauts of severai villages and towns iii Cani-
ada. Durinig this sunînier a large village iii the West
was in imminent danger of being swept away by the
flanies of an extensive bush lire which reaclied close
up to, the hanses. Happily the fire accurred iii the day
tine wvhen a large force of men ivere available far pro-
tecting the place ; liad it beeni iii the niglit, the îvhole
%~ illage and the outskirts of a iieigliboring city wamîld
]lave gonse up) iii sitioke, îvitli prabably a serians disaster
ta the service of ane af aur main railway fUnes. T.he
praximity af a bush inuist always entail this cantiin-
gecncy ta, settlenients. Those wvha have not seeîî Snell
fires îvauld îlot believe it possible far flaînies ta sprcad sa
rapidly as we liave seen tin do iii autumuii, after a
dIraught. TIre dry leaves and gra.-ý. carry fire iii ai:
cver widening circle, until iii an ainazingly short tiiiic
a ivide area is a flanie whlich it is nîast difficîjit ta isolate
un)less a large bady af mxen art -il liand. We trust aur
rural municipalities situated ne -r te the bush will take
îvaring by the disasters iu tis States, and guard the
coniiîunity frani :ikce s!tfferiiigf. A. lide space should
be clearcd between Settlemnents and tlîe bush, and
special precautians taken ta prevent boys and tramps
nîaking fires in places wlîere the embers are likely ta
spread. The one wve refer ta was caused by boys
gipseying, wha had Ieft a fire unextinguished in their
camp, some Sparks front wvhich tvcre cari ed by a wind
to places whcrse dead leave.s abounded thiat soon raised
a very alarnîing bush fire.

Tite anal IN a few days a canférence ivili be
Conférence. lield iii Toronita, for tlîe ptirpasc af

furthîcring a projected enlargenient
of the water wvays ivestîvard of this part, sa as ta permit
the passage of ocean vessels thîraugli thc great lakes.
TI'le agitation for this vast sclîcîîîe is clîicfly confined ta
Toranto. Wc do îlot secowever, lvy that city sliould
take aîîy deep iintercest ii* the projeet, as if vessels of a
sufficient tonnage and build Nvc euabled ta make
their way fraîn Lake Superior ta the sea, they wvould
ccrtainly xîot enter the harbor of Toroto C/ rould4 save
uiîder stress of iveatlier; tliey îvould be sceîî passing
frani the Welland canal towards Kingstonî iii a direct
coursejust as grain boatf.-0 jodo. On the otiier haîîd,
î'essels wvitlî -westbound freiglîts would flid it far marc
econauxical in severy 'vay ta uliload at thîis part, as the
liglit loads t1isey wauld ]lave, aller uinshipping wlîat
wvas consigned direct ta Moîitreal, would îîever pay
thieni for a tediaus trip thîrougli anc or tvo hiundred
miles of a canal, and a retuiru trip ov< r tie saine course
îvith atiotlier liaif lond. Already aur Sotitlieni neigh-
bars are iîidicatiiig their policy should te wvater -mays
wcstward bc sa, exlargcd. Thîey %votld meiet this by
mnaking the Eric canal capable of licading off ta, New
York the niev class of large vessels proposed Io be ac-
comiliodated; and ivere tlîis donc, the St. Lawrence
route îvestward of this part would, ta a v'cry large cx-
tent, be used for local freiglits. 'Plie etionaÂous expen-
diture tliis schieie imîvolves is a dead ,%eiglit wlîicli it
will be vcry liard, iindecd ive are iinclined ta tliink, it ivili
be found impossible for Calnda ta lift. Certainly the
outlay ivilli not bc lcss than $moo,ooo,ooo, a suin whîch,
îvith the animai extra cost of working tlîe canais wlîen
dcepetied and w'idened, would add at lcast five or six
million dollars a year ta the expeinditures of titis court-
try, and thecrefore ta its taxation, for whicli the national
benlefit tabe dcnived would be doubtful- It is,!iot%,ver,
proposcd that the Anîcricaui gaverniment be asked ta
shiare the expiises of this canal eîilargeinent r-clenie,
and that the preseut wvater ways sa incrcased be under
tlecjoinît contrai of the authorities of thc. Iwa counhies.
If, ta aîîy extent, the proposed sclieme hinges upon this
idea, it uxust be regyar4ýed is chinierical. A proposai.
ta give a foreign -Ioe;- aîîy proprietary nights ovetý a
canal in Canadiaur territory wo ild mncet witlî a stemn re-
fusai by the people of tItis Dominion.


