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Calendar for the Wesl,

May 11 - Ascension of our Lord  {Eolyday

of obligntion.)

1.—~8b. Narous and his companiuns,
Martyrs

13—8. Btanislas, Bishop and Martyr.

l4—dunday vatlun Uctave of the
Ascension, S. Pascal, Pope and
Confessor.

16—35. Isidore, Laborer. Confessor.

16 -8 Ubald Bishop aud Confessor

17—~8. John Nepomucene, Martyr.
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Philosophiocal Talks.

EXAMINATIONS AND ETHICS.

Educators are discussing the atility
of examinations as aids to educational
effort, or as tests of intellectua! pro-
gress. As usual, in such discussions,
doctors differ , and if patients do not
die, vxamnations go on, and pupils
drend the ** passes " to intellectusl
excellence and postgraduate fame,
However, a certain Professor Porter,
who speaks by the card for common
schools, has some consoling doctrine
for timid scholars. Whatever may be
said of the value of examinations in
other branches of learning, the Pro-
fessor 18 quite positive that they
should be rigidly excluded fron: the
science and school of Ethics. Be is
especially severe on the baneful effects
of any attempt at ap examination of
conscience, and he declares his
conviction that the moral desolation
with which the common schaols of
New England are made desolate is
mainly due to the unamerican habit
of Yankee youth examining theit
consciences! This practice, the Pro-
fessor says, makes young America
*too introspective.”” The Professor
seemns to be of the ethical sciool of
the other old lady from New England,
who would never consent to give up
“ the consoling doctrine of universal
depravity."

Howaver, the Professor 18 ready to
compromise. He will bave some kind
of conscience for the commen schools,
and will even permit 1t to be examined.
He calls this conscienc~ ** the respon-
sive respect for public 1astitutions.”
Now, we have considered many kinds
of conscience—the scientific con-
science, the commercial conscience,
the pohtical conscience, and the
society or McAlister conscience—but
we find it herd to place Professor
Porter's conscience. He would pro-
bably call 1t the connnon school con-
science, from which he has been care-
ful to banish the Criator. Anyhow,
this **responsive respect for public
institutions " is a manufactured con-
science, a mechanical conscience. He
tells us that, ** the institutions them-
gelves will take care of this conscience
afterwards ;" but he does not tell us
who wiil take care of this consoience
or these instivu‘ions now.

We have to tell Professor Porter
and sll his school that every boy,
every rational, moral being, must be
“aintrospective ;”  which big word
means when translated that every

man should Zook into himself, should
éco his own heart and examine his
own consoience. A more respectable
authority than Professor Porter once
said . ** Prevaricatores revertimins ad
cor.” ** Yo hypoorites and quibblers
(and common schiool Professors) go
howe to your hearts’ Examine your
own congoiencos before you pretend to
profess even commen school morahity.

Tho best text-bovk of Ethices ever
written is ** The 8piritual Exeroises of
St. Iguatius Loyola"; and one of
tho most important chapters in that
admirable book is on the Examination
of Conscience. There are two exanu-
nations of consciencs, the experiencad
writer says—* particular” and * gen-
vral,”  The particular exammnation
looks at the conscionce before ction.
The genesul examination 18 o survoy
of the field whon the day 15 done—a
numbering of the deeds, of thought,
word and act that sre living, or wound-
ed or dead.

Ignatius was a solaier ssint. His
wonderful book 1s a programme of
battle, a text-book, too, of mulitary
tactics, for the direction of conscience
in the warfare of hfe. Napoleon said
that the only enemy he feared was
lunprevu, the unforeseen, The pat-
uicular examination of conscience
guards against this enemy. ¢ Fore-
warned, forearmed, 181ts motto ; and
i3 war-ery 1s: * Watch the weank
point, " the partioular danger, the
predominant passion. Watch n the
morning, watch at noon, watch at
night, says the soul, acting as ssntenel
1n it daily rounds. Axnd i this it
only repeats the warning of the
divine Leader, whose work was to form
soldiers and save souls. ¢ Blessed 13
the man who shall be found watch-
ing "—that is, who shall be found
practicing this particular exam-
ination of conscience when the Leader
comes to give the pupl his prize and
the soldier s pay.

The honor and reward wmill be de-
termined by the general examnation
of conscience, which measures the
quantity and tests the quahty of the
work that is done. It ruay havs to
face defeat or wictory. It has grief
for the day that 13 lost, gratitade for
the day that i. won.  As it goes over
at eve the field of battle, there is joy
for the living, sorrow for the dead,
whilethe wounded are carefully looked
to, and are handed over to the par
ticular examination to be carefully
watched on the morrow.

Repititio est maler studtorum ig an
axiom of moral as well as of 1ntellect-
usl progress ; and the axiom means,
that, in the matter of particular and
general examination of conscience,
only careful and contiuual repetition
will insure success. Doctors may
continue to differ, then, about the

value of examinations inother branches
of science ; but all pupils who wish to
graduate in the science of ethics, in
the school of moral conduct, and all
teachers who wish to be worthy of
their boly calling, all fathers and
mothera in the Christian home will
ever hold in highest esteem the prin-
ciple and practice of dsily examination
of conscience.

The Pope received on Tuesday 500
Catholic pilgrims who had come from
Germany to testify their devotion to
his Holiness. His Eolinass has made
arrangements to receive cight hundred
pilgnms from Malta on May 21.

Mr. Langtry's Leoture.

On returning to Mr. Langtry's lec-
ture on Presbyterianism we are
anxiously looking from day to day for
an answer from those dircotly con-
corned. Qur roviow of the case muat
suroly not bo the only respouse , for
wo disclaim all ambition to champion
such a cause. Can it be that the
Kirk Divines are going to rest
gilence undor such a blow? It they
turn the other oheeck in the proper
spirtt it will be decidedly edifying ;
but if they aro looking to Rome for
comfort in this hour of distross thuy
are mistaken, All that Mr. Langtry
said about Presbyterianism as o reli-
gious system is true, and cannot fuil
to call forth concurrence from every
member of the Catholic clargy. So
far as the historical arraignment of
tho rise and progress of Calvinism
goes, and so far as tho doctrinal state-
ment of the creed and its tendencies
is concerned, the most ontical must
admire the scholarly labors displayed
in the former, and the gound logical
objection the lecturar takes against
the latter. We have no word but
that of praise upon either of these
gecores. Presbyterianism, whether 1n
the sacking of Antworp Cathedral in
the Netherlands, in the mutilation of
the cathedrals and punsters of Eng-
land, or in the Know-Nothing move-
ment and Protestant Protective Asso-
ciation of America, has always dis-
played the same spirit of hatred, dis-
cord and selfishness. In iws history
it has showan no pity, inits creed it
knows no mercy. It took for its
guiding principle the doctrine of indi-
vidual interpretation, and then con-
demned to the fires, both of this world
and the next, all who differed from it.
The olow which it dealt to church art,
church musie, religious worship and
sentiment, knocked the heart and life
cut of its adherents. Its chapels
became simply barns whosa rafters
echoed with no song of pramse, and
were sorated with no smoke of sacr-
fice. Much of this may be pussing
r.way, 80 far as religious teashing and
practice are concerned, bat the old
gpirit is manifesting itself in othar
ways. Calvinism in the sixteenth
century struck at the churckes; Crom-
wellian Puritanism in the seventeenth
century struck at the throne, and
Orangeism in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth century—with its youngest
brother of to day P. P. Aism—strikes at
politics and society. But as the most
important question with a man is his
salvation, 8o the action and effects of
Presbyterianism upon other questions
are of minor consideration when com-
pared to its results upon Christianity.
These results, witnessed in the scepti-
cal and rationalistic spirit of the
tiraes, or the still more irreligious and
gcoffing tone of rising generations,
were well presented by Mr. Langtry.
Had a Catholic priest put the blame
upon Presbyterianism, no one would
Lave thought it strange. But when
we consider the source we think that
it calls for attention from those to
whom it is addressed.

We pow put in our own say; and
we olaim that it calls for the attention
of both lecturer and lectured. Both

prinoiplos 18 tncomprohensible. That
our Bleased Lord, Wisdom Incarnate,
knowing the human heart as Ho alone
knowa 1t, could establish a Church
without a teaching authonty, that He
would morely put the wntten word
into the hands of overy ono and then
expeot that Churoh to lwve for all
time, bears a contradiction on the
face of it. Huad Christianity been
started on that plan 1t would have
orumbled before t! ; downiall of the
Roman empire. 1t has been tried, and,
after threo centuries, it has given the
most striking evidences of itc incolie-
sive power. ‘e think with Mr,
Langtry that the union of Christiamty
must be sought elsewhere—in that his-
toric continuity whose unbrokeu line
will carry us back to the day when the
apostles sat 1n counul at Jerusalem
with Peterat their bead. Here comeos
the inconsistency of the High Church
Party. Cut off from all uther Protest-
ant societies by their demand for a reg-
ularly ordamned episcopate, rejecting
Rome as fallen and apostate, they
bold an 1eolated position 1n Clristen-
dom very simular to the position which
the Donatists held w Africa in the
fourth century. But tlus :deal Church
lacks the essential of umty and Catho-
lioity. ** The unity must bind togeth-
er for all sges,”" there must be a single
source of teachung, judging and gov-
erning power. Seek 1t where you
will, the Church of Christ 18 one, and
it must be one, must have ono head,
one shepherd, one supreme ishop,
the delegate and vicar of Christ. Say
not that that supreme bishop 18 Christ
Himself, because then you take the
keystone from the wisibility of the
Church and are just in the position ot
Presbyterians. It you say that the
cldest See lost its pristine sanctity and
fell from its high estate, that 1t bent
the knee to idols and became the slave
of immorality, greedy only for political
gower and looking only to external
forms, then throw off the mask and
acknowledge that Christiamity 18 a
thing of the past, our faith 18 vain,
we are still in our smns. God made
an Eeclesia Docens—a teaching Church
—an infaliible teacher and judge in
faith and morals for all places and
times, so that ¢ securus judicat totus
orbis terrarum’ (the whole world
judges safely) was true of the Church
when first uttered by St. Augustine
against the Donatists; 1t had the
same value when it arrested the
attention of John Henry Nowman
and led him to the only haven of
refuge for those who desire a umted
Christianity.

The historical ailusions to Rome
contained in the lecture are 50 old and
threadbare that they 11l becomesuch a
lecture Too general in their character
2 < eriticized, they lack the intrinsic
quahity of truth and the extrinsic
quality of scholarship—they are cal-
calated only to arouse bigotry and
maintain a spirit which otherwise Mr,
Langtry has ably attacked. 1If, in the
unior of Christians, Rome is to be ox-
ocluded by such as Mr. Langtry ropre-
gents; then they are acting a farce, and
if it were not for their insignificance,
they are making themselves the laugh-
ing stock of Christian scholars of the
East and West. Amongst the Greeks

desire a united Christiasmity. How
that can bo attained by Presbyterian

thers never was an 1dea of unity
of East and West in which Rome



