IX NOVA SCOTIA AND THR ADJOINING PROVINCES.

is s reluctance to look to the proofs of the Di-
vine glory that lie hidden until the Spiiit re-
veals them; and there is thus a barrier to the
reception of the truth, The Gospel of our
Lord ‘Christ Jesus does more than remove
this barrier. Under its guidance the disciple
comes to the examination of the truth * with
open face ;" not only from the enlightening
gower of that grace which withdraws the vail,

ut also because the dispensation of types
snd shadows has given place to the dispensa-
tion of actual and visible accomplishment.
The earliest discernment of truth from heaven
cculd not fail 5 be in some measure glimmer-
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during the days of His flesh, when we think of
His early docility and submissior, 11is dedica-
tion of every energy to that work which the
Father had given him to do, His-generous en-
durance of proteacted trial and aftliction, the
words of kindness, and affectionate counsel,
and tender sympathy, by which He poured
forth so copiously a fountain of purest happi-
ness to all by whom He was surrounded, and
lis gracious exereise of that Divine power
by which diseases were healed, and sorrows
soothed, and even the dead restored to the
afflicted and bereaved. But we are invited
to see, in every act of His short and busy life

ing and imperfect. There was doubtless the | during His public ministry in Juden. crowded
promise in varied forms of a coming deliver- [ as it was with expressicrs of all highest and
ance; and even amidst the slern sanctions | most service.lle goodn. sy, a part of that mir-
and minute enactments of the law, the soft- | ror which refiects some of the glories of His
ened radiance of mercy was seen to mingle; tdivinity. And when the Spicit uacurtaing
but atill it was a time of unsatisfied longings, the truths embodied in His s. rifice, and in

when the real nature of blessings into which
there was a desire 10 penetrate, could not Le
completely understood. ‘The deficiency arose

, the exercise of faith the believer gazes on the
1 crosh—tracing in that scene of mysterious
suffering the solemn attestation whica 1t bears

from two causes: To a perception partially | to the sinfulness of man and the holiness of
obscured, there was presented unly a shadow "'God ; to utter powerlessness on the one hand
of good things fo come. ‘T'he spiritual power | and to omnipotence on the other; to the se-
of discernment was not yvet largely given, and | verity of the punishment justly merited, and

the transactions that were typified had not vet ] to the overflowing mercy that has made for

been accomplished. But there is a striking
contrast hetween this dark and confined con-
dition, and the light and freedom which they
enjoy who are enabled * with open face to
behicld as in a glass the glory of the Lord 5"
for we find in the Gospel, fully understood,
the facts and doctrines which as a mirror re-
fleet this glory. They have been treasured
up, and their light shines forth for our in-
struction. As the telescope reveals by its re-
flective power the orbs that lie far beyond
the range of our \ision, and enables us to
clagsify and arrange them according to their
brilliance and maguitude, so the truths of the
Gospel are the instruments whereby a know-

ledge of the glory of Gud 1s conveyed to be- !

lievers, That glory is beyond our highest
conceptions. It lies in regious inte which no

mere intellectual discernment may penetrate.
Spiritual, infinite, and uuachanging, it is co-
vered to our natural perceptions with elouds ;
and all the truths connected with it, whieh,
in our own strength, we are able W discover,
dwindle into cold and lifeless theories that
never kindled one warm emotion, or prompt-
ed to an act of service expressive of real ven-
eration for the Supreme, We cannot ima-
gine the possibility of this glory in our pre-
sent condition being made known to us di-
rectly. We are destitute of the faculties
which such a manifestation would require.
But the more minutely we examine the nature
of redemption in its history and its grand de-
sign, we find that the whole work of Christis
a reflection of the Divine glory ; ‘and we are
thus made acquainted with it in the only
metiod of which our nature and our position
admit. Much that was beautiful and attract-
ive in itself may e traced in the life of Jesus

itself a channel by which to gush forth, mark-
‘ ing the light of that which is divine, as it s
| magnified by contiast with the sin aud the

darkness of poor humanity—a clear discern-
'ment is given of large and arresting truths,
! that reflect with the greatest fulness the glory
ofthe Lord, It is thus that revelation, supply-
irg instruction respecting Chiist, becomes &
mirror in which we see the Divine autributes
reflected. The brightaess of the Fathers
| glory, and the express image of His purson,

the Son of the Highest is clothed in all grace-
| ful and attroetive qualities, to a degree of in-
i finite perfection, and with a lustre so surpass-
| ing, that they dazzle by their rictiness und in-
tensity. No created eye can look on tleir
eflulgence. But wien our Lord condescend-
ed to come down and dwell on the earth, He
made provision for imparting perceptions of
His glory, not Ly diminishing in any way its
injerent splendour, but by embodyiag in ac-
tion the qualities of which it is composed ;
and thus exhibiting it under an aspect which
softens iis overwhelming radiance. Tux
Lorp 1s INFINITE IN wisDOM.—How rich a
fountain did Jesus keep ever flowing, whether
when He spiritualized and extended the enact-
ments of the law in His more regular dis-
courses, or spake in parables, or held familiar
converse with His disciples ! Tue Lorbp 1a
INFINITE IN POWER.—Diseases healed, evil
spirits expelled, energies restored, yea, even
the gates of the tomb burat open, and the
dead brought forth,—in these we see the
glary of that power reflected, Tue Lorp is
INFINITE IN coMPassioN.—The ear that lis-
tened to the parental entreaty on behalf of a
dying child, the look of pity on the man that
had a withered hand, the tender sympathy for




