
carbo-hydrates of food, andi follow% the proteids int the animalI
.stomiachi %verc it is the si ecial foniction of the p epsin containied ini the

gastnc juice bo render themi Soluble.
A wvord or1 two niay n<4 bu out of place here regarding the digestive

ferments. 'I'hese arc ail nitropcnc>us bîodies as is also the (lisatase of

inaIt ;but bhe), are tinorganised férinents or1 enTes hle>' are (juite

différent Iroin the organîized ferncnîs, the vegetable or animal growths

stmch as Sacmon'c~t''I~<,whluih are saudto1 provoke the

various kinds of fermentations. 1>erhaps a Lgood wvay 1<> clas,.-sify tlîem

votli l) 1<> (oail tie formier ferments and tht' latter '' varinits.''
It does not appear that the digestive fluids of the intestinal canal

sochi as t11e b)ile and l)atcreati<' juec, are nuchi concerned in acting

tUpcn the alliuminoids of food or rather the p)epton~es of the chyle.
'[heir funvti u;iw seemit b l) rather to onverî sugrar and fat int

a condittion for easy alhs-rlp,t o. Elahoration Ifoilowvs absorption and

ultiniately these nutritive . terials hecomc p)art of the bl<od whichi

convcys themi to every purt of the body, aund affords to every organi and

tissue a supply of the substances they stand in need of. Thus the

nitrogen w~e have been following becomnes part of the albuniinoids of

the blood, muscles and nervous system, and to its funictions and

transformations in connection with these I have now to invite your

attention.
The l)lood, 'vhich constitutes about one twelfth of the weighit of

the body, anîd consists of the slighitl', yellowishi colored fiuid called the

plasma or serumii, and the bUood corpuscles whlichi swvim aroond in it, is
the fitîid of life. It not only conducts to the various tissues and organs

the substances which, arc necessary 10 their sustentation ai-d growth,
together withi the oxygen rcquired for changing the condition of the

wvaste which they sustain, but it also takes up and ren1oves fromi themn

ail the substances which have .served their l)url)ose and l)ecome %Vaste,
iii order to concluct theni 10 the various orgyans of remioval, the longs,
the :skin and the kidneys, throughi which they obtain egress froni the

animal body. Fornierly il wvas supposed that the various conibinations

and decompositions nieressary to those operations took place iii the

lood itself. This view hias, however, long since been recognizcd as

erroneous, for none of the prodocts of suchi decompositions are ever


