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FIRST WVINTER SOIREE.

The first winter meeting of the Ottawva Ficld-Naturalists's
Club was held in the Y.M.C.A. Lecture Hall, December I4th.
In the absence of the President, the Vice-President, P>rof.
John Macoun, delivered the Inaugural address. This addiess
wvas almost w~holly of a reminiscent nature. It w~as showvn
that froin a very small beginning the Club hiad grown fromn
year to year until it liad become one of the most important
institutions of its kind in Canada. Though the progress lromn
year to year had not been great and it sometimes seemcd that
no progrcss was being made, one had only to compare w'hat
had been done in the early years of the Club's existence with
wvh4t Was being donc nowv to realize that through its stimulating
influence interest in natural science in ahl its branches had each
year increased. The membership of the Club showved this.
While the original members had continued their wvork with
unabated energy, new mernbers had been almost equally active.

The publication of local lists and notes was in the opinion
of Prof. Macotin the most important work that had been donc
by the Club. IBy this means ail that wvas worth preserving of
ech member's wvork had been put in an easily accessible form
and wvas available for study ancd reference. In concl'ading his
address, Prof. Macouni emphasized the fact that the young men
and wvomen of to-day spent too much of their time in an unpro-
fitable way, and made an earnest appeal to the members of the
Club to do ail in their power to increase the interest that wvas
already felt in its wvork.

A paper wvas read on " Some Local Violets," by Mr. J. M.
Macoun, and the report of the Botanical Branch by Mr. D. A.
Campbell. These are published in this number of THE
NATURALIST. Dr. jas. Fletcher gave an interesting account of
a monstrous specimen of 7'i-iumii g-i'andijIoi-iim witli green
blotched flowvcrs and long petioles collected by MIvrs. Chamber-
lain at Lakefield and figured in TIIE OTTAwÂA NATrJRALIST
for June, 1896. The root upon which the figured flower wvas


