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Ontario.-A hasty description of fruit growing ini this pro-
vince wvould easily occupy the whole time at my disposai
this evening. Wc shall first -look at sorne of the older
fruit growing sections. Along the banks of the Detroit river
in the extreme south-wvest are gigantic pear trees. These are
from seed planted probabiy by French missionaries. One of
the oldest is said to, date frorn 1705. Legend also states that a
a colonist brought from. his European home threc pear
seeds in his vest pocket and planted thein near Amherstburg.
These grev, bore fruit, the seed of which produced the pic-
turesque old trees marking the Iandscape of this region at the
present day. The trees are productive, but the fruit is not valu-
able. The planting of apple orchards began in this region about
the year 1784. Since that time grrape groiving has assumed
enormous proportions. The entîre peninsula between Lake St.
Claire and Lakc Erie, composed of the countics of Essex,
Kent and Peice Island, are especially favoured clim-atically, for
the production of grapes and peaches. The manufacture of wîne
ia business of growving importance. On Pelc Island there are

-5o acres of vineyards. This Island hias probably the highest
mneani temnperature of any point in Canada. North of Pele
Island is a p.-ach scction.-rapidly becoming recognizcd as one
of the best in Canada. The industry is not more than 2o yecars
old, Y'et in 1894 a single station, Lcamington, shipped 3,5,000

baskets (if peaches. Last year that number wvas probably
doubled. It is estimnated that nearly haîf a million peach trees
wvere pianted last spring in tbis section ; this year the area
plarited wvilI nearly equal that of 1896. Land values are increas-
ingy in this section.

Along the south side of the Georgian Bay, in the valley of
the l3eavcr River, wve find one of the fincst plum gyrowing
sections of Canada. Disease of the trees is practically unknowvn.
In IS 94 a carload çf plums was shipped every day for three

[july


