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my’s country, and are every moment ex-
posed o danger. Let us watch against
our foes, Let us watch the intimations of
our Lord’s wi]l. Let us be sincere, devo-
tional, active,“diligent, peaceable, and up-
right before God and man. If we believe,
faith will keep us steady: if we repent,
penitence will make us humble; if we pray,
prayer will assure us supplies; if we con-
sccrate afresh all our energies to the Lord,
consecration will preserve us from a worldly
spirit; and if we are watchful, we shall es-
cape many temptations and snares which
overtake and overcome the heedless and
unwary.

Beloved, may this year bring you much
race from God; may you live and walk
in close and haly fellowship with God;
may you be entirely devoted, and bring
great glory to God; and if death should
overtake you, may an abundant entrance
be administered unto you into the ever-
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. And may the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope, through the
power of the Holy Ghost—Rom. xv. 13.

COMMUNINGS IN THE SANCIUARY,

He made darkness his secret place ; his pavillion
round about him were durk waters and thick clouds
of the skies,—Ps. xviii. 11,

Christianity deals not with trifles, nor was
the mission of Jesus for unimportant ends.
The subjects and the purposes which are
here presented to our view are, on the con-
trary, of the deepest moment, and of the
most absorbing interest.  Rejecting  the
vain ohjects of tht fleeting world, and all
the idle themes which appertain to earth,
the gospel embraces the things of life and
death, and, entering at once upon the stern
realitics of human destiny, dwells on those
solemn truths which, from their very uature,
are fitted to engross the atiention of every
human being.

Yet life and death, the great themes of
religion, in which man is eo deeply con-
cerned, are among the great mysteries of
the universe. How little we know of life,
although it is every where around us, and
even within us! How much less we know
of death, of which we have had, as yet, no

cersonal expericnce!  Doubtless, however,
it is this very obscurity which gives to
these subjects an interest so deep and per-
mament. What we have fully explored
and comprehended, wearies us by famili-
arity, and looses its attractive charm.  But
rpystery awakens cm'iosit,y; engages atten-
tion; exeites inquiry; gives activity to
thourht ord zest to enjoyment.  How just.
then, that ihe mo:t important things should
be the .t nysterious!  How proper that
we should be thus led to dwell upon these
with fixed attention! How natural, also,
that we should be most deeply interested
in the things which Christianity presents!

Nature attracts us by the wonders of a life
and a death which are temporal, but reli-
gion enchains the soul by the deeper mys-
teries of a life and a death which are eternal!

In proportion as the mysteries presented
to us deepen, they approuch nearer to God.
He is the great mystery of mysterics, and
we draw nearer to Him as we approach
the veil that conceals the sacred arcana of

| hisinnertemple. ZLifenaturalis tous a great

enigma, and it reveals to us much of all
that we yet know of God; but peaTh, that
still greater mystery, will open to the soul
still nearer views of God in the world oi
spirits. .In our investigations of nature, we
may trace effccts to their immediate causes,
and discover important truths in regard to
the divine system of materiul things. Itis
when we would seck to explain and analyze
these causes themselves, that we find
ourselves involved in deeper and more
remote researches, and itis then, when we
approach the mystery of the divine will,
that we are brought nearer to the invisible
Creator. It is untrue, then, that a mys-
tery that is truly divine, can obstruct our
progress or hinder our vision. On the con-
trary, it tends to give us truer and nobler
views of the Deity, because it brings us
nearer to Him, and yet veils, in a favouring
obscurity, that dazzling lory which would
otherwise blind our fecble vision.  Thus it
is not the light of day that gives to us the
most glorious and sublime view of the ma-
terial universe. We then see the earth
beneath us, and the blue expanse above us,
with its single sun, on which, from its very
brightness, we dare not gaze, and whose
very light conceals from us the rest of the
material system. It is when that light is
withdrawn, and darkness casts her sable

mautle over the things of earth, that our|

view, instead of being contracted, is enlarged,
and tixed upon the heavens, It is then
that worlds upon worlds arise before us,
and millions of suns appear in place of one,
and distant and still more distant, orbs lead
us farther and farther through the regions
of illimitable space, to the unresolved ne-
bulwe of utmost vision: to the sublime mys
teries of nature; to the overwhelming gran-
deur and magniticence of the divine crea-
tion; to the infinite power and glory of the
Creator. So, also, though life reveals much
of God to man, it is deatk that shall unfold
much more. It is the night of death, the
darkness of the grave, which, while it hides
from us the earth, shall reveal to us the
heuvens, and display to the soul - those
sublime myscerics of Deity which, though
now above us and around us, are yet con-
cealed from us by the very brightness of
our day of light.

But what is true of our own life and
death, is eminently so of the life and death
of Jesus. How great was the mystery of
the life of Christ I How thick the veil in
which the divine glory was then enshroud-
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ed! Yet it was thus alone that man was
enabled to approdch so nearly, and to con-
template so fully the glory of the Only Bg-
gotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth. It was tln'ough that mystery of the
inearnation, that God was indeed revealed
to mortals, It was amidst the durkness of
the world, that this infinite love, merey and
condescention, shone forth to the view of
man.  But ah! how much greater the mys-
tery of his death/ and how much more it
presents to us of God! What new and
wonderful developments it gives of the di-
vine character! What awful and sublime
coneeptions of the Infinite One it presents
to the soul! What startling thoughts it
suggests of the things invisible! What
sorrowful memories of the past; what
blissful fellowship of the present; what joy-
ous hopes of the future, cluster in the
broad heaven which the death of Christ
reveals! Ah! it is here that we 'sce more
of God than angels knew before! It is
amidst the darkness of the grave of Jesus,
that new visions of God arise, more sub-
lime and glorious than all that could pre-
cede! It is, indeed, the bright light of His
presenece that dazzles and blinds. It is
Licut that renders him inaccessible, so that
no man can approach him. It is into the
thick darkness that we must enter, like the
leader of ancient Isreal, if we would find
Him. Tt is when He shrouds his glory in
the veil of immortality; when he partaks
of our deep woes, and enters into the
gloum of our dark and dreary prison, that
we may presume to draw near to Him in
trustful faith, to enter into a holy spiritual
communion, and partake of the ineffuble
joys which wait upon his presence.— Alil-
lennial Harbinger.

PRESS ON, CHRISTIAN!

Press on, Clristian, to your crown ; let
not Satan throw his delusive veil over you ;
let every-temptation of his, prove a iresh
impetus to draw you near the Saviour, and
consider your eternal rest. Fain would he
rob you of your God, your Saviour, your
tleaven, and your all.  Let watchiviness
and prayer be your mighty weapors, for
by them through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ,can you come off more than conquer-
ors through him that loves you. The road
to Ileaven may be difficult, but the end
thereof is peace. There is no danger of
fainting on the way, relying upon the
proper scource. The malice of the evil one
can do you no harm, resting upon this stay.
Perishable as this world is, and doomed to
the fires of the last.day, you are safc in the
bright one to which you go. Its burning
conflagration can never reach you : its dis-
solving wreck can do you no injury. Lift
up your bowed head, then araise your des-
ponding spirits. Sound aloud your notes
of praise, sing your sweetest anthems; tune
your voices in praise and exultation to Him



