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CULTIATION 0F PLANTS AND FLOWERS.

ON the layimîg ont of a gardon, the soit and situa-
tion must bie contsideredl as iucli as the nature of'the
ground lI admit. iMany soils iwhicli are lîarslb or
arid, are susceptible of iniproveniemit by a little pains.
Tlius, a stiff clay, hy digging %vell ana teaving it to
becomte puîlverized by the action of' tie frost, aîîd
thon miixing plenty of asiles with if, beconies a fie
niold, îvhich I have ever found inost excellent l'or ail
fiowers of the hiardier kind. Thie blaek sout is flic
riclîest in if self, anîd requires no assistance bcyond
chamîgimig it abolit a foot iii depth every three ens
as a Ilower garden requires reiiewimîg, if a lady expeets
a succession of lîamdsome flowers. T1hîe ground
shonld be weli dug tic latter emid of Septenibe- or
OctOl)Or, or eveit iii November, and if flic soif i., mot
snfliciently fine, lot it bc dug over a second or tliird
time, and ncafiv raked witli a very fine-toollhed ratio.

Stony groumid requires riddling w-cIl, and great cuire
must bu falcen Wo liep it neat by picking up tlîe little
stones wliich constantly force fhîcmnselves to the suir-
face aftor raius. Nothing is so uiibeconing) as wcods
aîîd stomies in parterres, wviîce the oye scekis flowers
and ncatness. 1lnmost every plant loves sandl; and
if tlîat eau bo proctired, iL enriches amîd nourisiies tlic
soit, esjiecialiy floî bulbs, pinks, carnations, nuricuhîs
hyacitms, &c. Let it ho rn'xed iii thc p)roportion o!
a third part to tlic wliole.

If flic dead beaves arc swcpt iuîto a mound evcr 3
autuman, and flie soap-snds, brine, &c., of flic bouse
ho tliroivi upoîî if, the nimss wiil fuiecly decompose,
and becomne available flic following year. It miahes
an admirable compost for auriculas, &c., nîixed witlî
gardon or oflior mnold.

If tho grountl ho a gratecliv soit, the flover-garden
',Ilolîld flot slope, for stoiiy ground requires aIl the
moisture you eau give it, w-hile tlic sloping situation
wvouli incrense tlîe lient an(]rnes A luoist earth,
on ftie contrary, would ho iînproved by bu'ing slopcd
towards ftic east or west.

The soufli is not so proper for flowers, as a glaring
sua Nvithers the tender flowors; but the nordi nînst
bo cnrefully avoided, and slîut ont by a laurel liedge,
a watt, or any rural fonce garnishied %vith hardi crcep-
ers, or monthly roseýs, whichi rnke a gay and ag-reca-
ble defonce. Montlily roses are invaiuable as auxili-
aries of aIl kinds. They will grow ia any soi], and
bloomn tlîrough the winter mionths, always giving a
delicato fragrance, anti smiling even in the snow.
Monthly roses will ever ho tic florist's doli.glt: tlîey
are tlic lirdiest, most deiicate-looking, and greenest-
leaved of gardea productions; they give nu trouble,
and specdily form a beautîful screen against any of-
fénsive object, No floiver gardon should exist with-
out abumîdance of monthly roses.

It bas olten been a dispufcd point wlîcther flower
gardens shonld bo intersected with gravel walks or
-with grass plots. Thmis maust ho loft entirely fo tlie
taste an(l mens of flic party forrning a gardon. Lawn
i8 as wct and melancholy in thec winter, as it la beau-

tiffil and desirable in the summner; and] il, requires grent
care aîîd attenîtion iii niomwing and rollhng, andI triai-
inn round flie border. Gravel walks have this ad-

vantago: thc first trouble is the lmst.
Mnnýiiy tomrates are unequal to the fatigue of' lied-

ing down to f1ow cm, and particularly object .) the
st0oo)ing posture. la1 thîs c, ingenluity atln0 is
required to raise the flowers to, a coîîvellitnt hutigý3lît;
anti by so doing, to inerease the beau ýy and pictur-
esque appearance of' the garden. Old barrels eut i,
lîalf, tubs, pails, &c., xîeatly i)aitited ont.ide, or
adorned witli rural ornamnts, ami raiscd upon feet
noeaty clirved, 01r noullds o! earili, stand in lieu of
richier miaterials, suelh as vases, parapet walls, and
otler expensive dovicos, wlîîeh ornament the gardeons
of the wealthy. I have scen t liese humble miaterials
shaped int o forniq as pleasing to the eye, and even
more consonant to our damnp cliniate, thau inarble
vases. Tlîoy nover look green from timie, and are
reuewed at a very trifling expew-e. À. few pouul(s,
of' nailq, and tlic milbarkedà trinimings from fir planta-
tions, are tlie sole reql:ites tovards fomn a
vice whlmi a tasteful fiîncy can diefate; and a lit tIc
grleeon paint adds beauty and durability Mhen ftic bark
t'ail.- fromin tlic Nood'it protects. 1 have seen fir halls
nailedon to these fornis in tasteful patterns; and
ereepers being allowed to faU rai!nl oïer the
hrm, -ive a rvemarkably pleasing and varied appear-
anice to the parterre.

Evyery lady slîould ho furnishied with a gardcning
apron, conilp')sed of stout IIolland, with amiple l)ock-
ets fo contain lier pruning knifle, a nmail, stout bain-
muer, a baIl] of string, aldla few nails ami siiippiiigs
of cloth. Ilave uothiug to do witx scissors; ilhey
are excellent .l the 'vork room, but dangerous i a
tloiver garden, as f bey wrenehi and ivound tic stemns
of floWvers. Thle huîile cuts slanting, wvhich is Ille
proper wvay of takiing off slips; and the knifc is suffi-
cient for ail the purposes of a flowver garden, even
for cutting st ring.

Thero are many molles of adoriig a srnall piece
of <rround, so as f0 contain gay flowers amud plants,
andI appear double its real size. By coveiing every
%vall or palisade with. inonthly roses amud creepers of
every kiîîd, no space is lost, and uîîsightlyý objects
evemi contribute to tic goiieral effeet of a "1plaisau;ie."
The larger flowers, sucli as lîollyhioeks,, sunfloverq,
&c., looli to, the best advnntage as a baok- ground,
eitlier planted in clun'ps, or arranged singly. S,ýcarlet
lychis campanula, or anjy second-sized fluw'ers, înay
range tliomselves below, and so in graduated order,
tilI the oye reposes upon a foreground of pansies, au-
riculas. polynthuses, and innumerable hîrnibler beau-
tics. Tires ail are seeîî iii their order, and present a
mass of superb coloring to, thc observer, noue inter-
ferimîg wîth the otlier. The hollylîock (loos not
shroud the lowly pansy froni displaying its bright
Uîîf s of yellow and purlile; neither eau tlic sturdy
and gaudy sunfflowcr Iide the modest double violet
or simarfly clad aunmone from observation. Eacli
flowcr is by tlîis mode of piauting distinefly seen,
and each contriputes ifs beauty and its scout, by re-
cciving the beams of fthc sun in equal proportions.

If flic trnnk or a troc stands tolerably frce from
deop, overslîado'ving branches, tivine the creeping
rose, the late honeysuckle, or the everlasting pea


