SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, i

AN INTERESTING INSTANCE,

The following instance, i'lustrative of
Home Department work, is reported by
Mrs. E. M. Ferguson, of New Jersey :

‘A young man and his wite, who were
formerly active in church work, had
drifted away so far that the Bible was
an unopened book, until one day the wife
was approached by a Home Department
visitor and asked to become a member.
Her conscience was aroused, and as a
result she and her husband began to
study the Bible together, and both gladly
became members of the Home Depart-
ment.”

Mrs. Ferguson also reports that at a
recent Sunday-school picnie, the Home
Department members were supplied with
ice cream tickets free. The superin-
tendent also saw that they were supplied
with fans on which was printed the pro-
gramme of the school for the summer.
These were practical methods of identify-
ing the Home Department more closely
with the school.

A SOURCE OF BLESSING,

What a source of blessing a well-or-
ganized Home Department can be to a
community, as well as to the main
school ! People just settling in the
locality are at once visited in the in-
terest of the school, entire families in-
vited to the church and school, a hearty
welcome extended in the name of the
Master, a church and a Sunday-school
home offered at once.

But the primary object of the Home
Department is to interest every one In
the study of God’s Word, and especially
those who for any reason are denied the
privilege «* attending the regular Sun-
day-school service. Are all the people
in any neighbourhood members of the
Sunday-school ?  Are all the people sys-
tematically studying God’s Word ? It
the answer to either question is in the
negative, there is positive evidence of
the necessity of the Home Department.

The benefits derived are many. To
the individual, the family, the neigh-
bourhood, the Sunday-school, and the
church come many unlooked-for bless-
ings. The Sunday-school teacher who
has scholars whose parents are mem-
bers of the Home Department will readily
testify to the marked improvement in
the scholars’ knowledge of the lesson.
The superintendent owes much to the
efficient and patient labour of the visitor
of the Home Department. The pastor
Is indebted to the visitor for keeping
him informed of new-comers and of cases
needing his attention.—Inter., Evangel.

Sunday-school Statistics of All
Nations,

The following table of statistics was
presented to the International Sunday-
school Convention, held in Atlanta, Ga.,
in April, 1899 :
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Those parents who neglect the home
training of their children in divine things
have no claim upon the promises, and
cannot complain if they early depart
from the Sunday-school and forsake both
it and the church. If their children are
saved to the church, it is a miracle of
grace, and if they wander away, it is not
hard to fix the responsibility,




