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inus good cuse uy Josepli who resisted it, The
sudly mauled moth w riggling out of the spider webh
will never fly the better for ity entanglement ; the
bird escaping from the fowler's snare Zuins no new
strength of wing ; the fish hn-ukingnwu) in agony
from the angler finds a hook in its mouth which
adds little to the joy of life, Sin always leaves
sears. It is good to he saved out of sin 3 itis bet-
ter to be kept from sinning,

—
A, J. Gordon's settlement over s Boston chureh,
he said, “ Do pot praise me; I do not know wh
Iy do before | am done with life,” Such con-
fessions not only indicate daily dependence upon
divine strength, but they become o blockade ugainst
future sin, if uttered withan humble, trusting spirit,

Before the Class,

Indicate the time of the Iu\nunuduring the latter
part of the period studied iy, the lust lesson—a time
when David seems 1o have been living in luxury
und comparative ease while his army was winning
victory in the field. Be sure that the cluss, unless
children, understand what David's sin was,  (If it
is not best to disouss it in the eluss, it will be well
toask the members to read 28am. 11 and 12 dup-
ing the week before the lesson is tuught.) Let the
sin beseen in ity Strong contrast to the general tenor
of his life, and show that it was less heinous in the
light of those times than if it were committed to-
duy, At the sume time let it be understood that he
sinned aguinst the Cxpress command of God ung
against his own conse etiee; and that because of Jijs
regal position it was expecially harmful in jes in-
fluence, and beeause of his religious leadership it
guve great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to
blasphicme,”

Taking up the lesson text observe that gy Psalin
51 is David’s confession and pi

By Way of Hlustration,

Verses 1 and 2, “niquity,” 4" transgres.-
ston”  Iniquity meuns a fulling out of the w ¥
Life is pictured as g straight, clearly-preseribed
path such as Bunyan saw in his vision ; and every
sin is a stepping aside. ¢ Strgip s the gate and
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life,”

Sin signifies missing the mark, Ay a slinger
when he threw Weapon might miss the object at
which he med, so in sinning we are missing the
ohjeet. Every man is born to a noble destiny, But
he who lives in sin mi ‘s his destiny
his prize, Transgression means the overleuping of
u boundury.  Sin and iniquity may he partly due
to weakness oy ignorance, Lut trunsgression, ¢,
clear a boundury at o leap or to push it down,” s
the work of an excessive and uneontrolled strength,
They are the Presumptuous sins which push aside
the laws of God,

and misses

er this is his song
of praise for forgiveness, In it we find the story of
his own experience and the lessons that he has
learned and would teach to others, (1) In verses 1
and 2 we find the Joyful outburst of » forgiven soul,
(2) Verses 3 and 4 tell of his bitter experience dur-
ing the year that he concealed hissin, (3) In verse
5 he tells of his confession and forgiveness, Now
he turns from his personal experience to speak the
words of warning and exhortation which atruly re-
pentant soul must speak to those in danger of full-
ing. (4) In verse ¢ he exhorts the followers of God
to pray to him before the punishment for their siys
comes upon them, (5) Having in verse 7 ex-
pressed his trust in God, a promise of the divine
guidance is given him in verse 8. (6) Vierses 9 and
10 contain  words of warning to the unreasoning
and wicked. Aud (7) verse 11 is a final outburst
of joy expressed in exhortation to all the righteous
to rejoice in such a God of forgiving love,

Sin, punishment, repentance, confession, forgive-
ness, joy, are words that have not changed their
meaning since the days of David, We can all un-
derstand his experience, and his words speak their
lessons to our Liearts, Seek to impress these thoughts
upon the class. Enforce by the words of Christ
and the apostles the truths that sin can be covered
only by God ; the penalty follows sin us effuct fol-
lows cause ; repentance and confession prepare the
way for forgiveness ; Jjoy fullows pardon ; our sins
should serve to guide others in the way of holiness,

Verses 3-5, Conscience, We are told that at Gi-
braltar there is o sentinel with match in hand,
guarding the entrance to the tunnel which leads
out to the * neutryl ground.” If there were any
insurrection in the gurrison Le could gt once light
the whole truin and blow the tunnel up 5 and to in-
sure watchfulness the sentinel is relieved every two
hours.  God has made ceveryoue the keeper of his
own heart habitation, Conscience is te sentinel
A conscience drugged, a conse ‘nee seared or
suiothered, leaves us ut the mercy of any insurree-
tion within or any snares from without, o en-
lighten our consciences and to strengthen thew,
God offers us his Spirit. What o erime it is to
quench the Holy Spirit !

Confession, A German prince traveling through
France visited the arsenal ut Toulon where the gul-
leys were kept. The commandant offered 1o set at
liberty any slave whom he selected, I conversing
With the prisoners the prince met with universal
complaints of the injustice of their confinement,
At lust he came to & man who said, 1 hyve been
8 wicked, desperate wreteh. Ideserve punishment,”
The prince procured his release,

Verses 7-9.  Some students remember o scene in
i village prayer meeting when Dr, Mark Hopkins,
then over eventy years of age, said, “One tide
bears in on me still, that I am g sinner, und my
only hope is in the merey of the Saviour,” At the
cclebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr,
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