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B. C. 1451
| Commit to memory verses 10-12,]
i - 1 1 But the children of lsra-el com-

mitted & trespass in the necursed
thing: for A’chan, the son of Car'mi,
| the son of Zab’di, the son of Ze/rah,
%| of the trioe of Ju’dah, took of the
aceursed thing: and the anger of the
Lorp was kindled against the chil-
dren of Is/ra-el.
s o 2 And Josh’u-a sent men (rom
Jeri-cho to A’i, which is beside
Beth-a’ven, on the east side of Beth’-el, and spake unto
them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the
men went up and viewed A’

'3 And they returned to Josh’n-a, and said unto him,
Let not ll the people go up; but let about two or three
thousand men go up and smite A’i; and make not all
the people to labor thither; for they are but few.

4 So there went up thither of the people ubout three
thousand men; and they fled before the men of A%l

5 And the men of A’i smote of them about thirty and
six men: for they chased them from before the gate
even unto Shet/u-rim, and smote ihem in the going
down: wherefore the fearts of the people melted, and
became a8 water.

® And Josh’u-n vent his clothes, and fell to the earth
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upon his face befoie the ark of the Lorp until the even-
tide, he and the elders of Is’ra-el, and put dust upou
their heads.

7 And Josh’u-a sald, Alas, O Lord Gob, wherefore
hast thou at all brought this people over Jor'dan, to
deliver us into the hand of the Am’o-ritex, to destroy
us? would to God we had becn content, aud dwelt on
the other side of Joi’dan!

8 O Lord, what shall I “f' when Is’ra-el turneth
their backs before their enemies!

9 For the Ca’naan-ites und all the inhabitants of the
1and hall hear of it, and shall environ ue round, and
cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do
unto thy great name?

10 And the Lorp said unto Josh’u-a, Get thee up;
wherefore liest thou thus upon lh¥‘ face?

11 I’ra-el hath sinned, and they have ulso truns-
gressed my covenunt which I commanded them: for
they have even tuken of the accursed thing, and have
also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it
even among their own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Is’ra-el could not stand
before their enemies, but turned their bucks before
their enemies, because they were accursed: neither
will T be with you any more, except ye destroy the ae-
cursed from among you.

General Statement.

After the full of Jericho, the next objective point oll

the Israelites was Shechem, in the center of the land.
They had been commanded to hold at this place &
solemn service of thanksgiving and consecration, But
in their way up the ravine leading to the mountain dis-
tricy, the little city of Al stood confronting them, barring
their progress; or, if paseed by, endangering their reur.
Joshun sent a purt of his army to capture and destroy

drawn if the covenant people had kept fuithful. There-
fore Joshua sought the Lord in his extremity, and fell

‘ down before the tabernacle. Here he received a reve-
| lation that there was an accursed thing in the camp.

Some one had taken of the consecrated spoil of Jericho;
and ull Terael must suffer until the crime was expiated.
Joshua ordered the lot to be cast; and tribe by tribe,

| clan by elan, family by family, man by man, the erime

this city; but to his surprise and alarm. his attacking | was traced until the guilty man was found. He con-

party was repulsed, and a number of the warriors were |

fessed his sin, and gave up the stolen booty. But as &

slain. He knew that the defeat, though slight, would | warning he was put to death, with all his family, who
inspire the people of the Iand with new hope of vietory | were held as partakers in his guilt, Then Al was ugain
over their invaders, and to the saine meusure it would ‘ attacked, and this time conquered. Over the stone

in their

i the i

for God's promise of victory would not have been with

He knew,
100, that in some way sin was the cause of their failure,

heap in the valley, where Achan was burled, and over
the rulned city upon the mountain, God wrote his
condemnation of sin.

Explanatory and Practicsl Notes.

Versé 1. The children of Israel. Notice that the

whole nation was held responsible for the act of one
el was regarded as a unit in the covenant
with God, and when one man broke the pledge, all
mu-t suffer until the one guilty man is detected and
uni-hed. (1) Kverycommunity suffers, and each family
actof orime. In v e accursed thing.
Literally, ** in the consecrated thing; ' that which had
been devoted to God, and was not to be put to common
or private use. Every thing in the city of Jericho, a8
the first-fruit of the conquest, was dedicated to God,

n it, for every

and either destroyed or taken for the use of the tabe

nacle, Achan. [is name was afterward changed to

Achar, * troubler " (1 Chron. 2. 7), in remembrance of

this event. See verses 25, 26 of this chapter. The son

of Zaabdl. A few links in the chain of twelve generi-

tions from Judah are named to indicate the line. (2)

See how a whole family is disgraced by the act of one
",

Took. His nct is related Vi 2, |
- peiated b yaese c‘,‘_ | the repulse at Ai might have been avoided, But the

membe
took a Babyloni<h garment, a hundred shekels of silvi

and a wedge of gold, and hid them in the earth under
his tent. His sin involved robbery, for the spoil of
Jericho wus not his property; disobedience, for God
through Joshua had orbidden sll plundering, and es-
pecially sacrilege. for the treasure of Jericho was de-
The anger of the Lerd. God's anger
is no blind, unreasoning passion, hut a just indignation
Our God is neither a dead

voted to God.

against wickedness, (3)
Buddha nor an impulsive Jupiter.

2. Joshua sent men. As spies or scouts, to ascer-
tain the next place where the enemies were to be met,
From Jericho, From the ruined city_in the Jordan
valley up the ravine to the mountains, To Al Though
this place is named several times in Scriptmie and

its locality is given quite definitely (see besides this
verse Gen, 12, ﬂi,geof(rllpherl are not agreed as to its
identification. We incline to the location of Captain
Conder, ut Haiyan, two miles east of Beitin, or Bethel,
Joshua chose this place for attack, yrobably, because 1t
commanded the vulleys leading \|‘|| to the main road
runn|nyhl;orlh and south over the mountain region.
Beside Beth-aven. A small place near Bethel, but not
important, Bethel, A well-known lnce about twelve
miles north of Jerusule visited by Abraham (Gen. 12.
8); the scene of Jacob ision, from which it obtained
its name (Gen. 28. after the conquest assigned to
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the tribe of Benjamin (Josh, 18, 22); after the division
' 1n the territory of the ten trﬂns..whem it

cume un
dol sanctuary. 1 Kings 12. It is now called

Beitwn.

3. Let not all the people go. 1f Joshua had con-
sulted the Lord instead of taking the advice of the spies,

victory at Jericho had made the people self-confident,
though it was not their victory, but the Lord’s, and even
Joshua forgot to seek counsel from on high. Let
about two or three thousand. ‘They underrated the
power of their adversaries, who had the advantage of
osition, and made a fatal mistake. They are but
few. The population of Al was twelve thousand (Josh.
8. 25), which would give about two thousand nzhlinﬁ
men. (4) It ix a mistake to seek counsel from men ant

4. They Ned before the men of Af. This was the
first and only defeat of the Israelites in the war of con-
quest; and it came because of one man's sin, God for-
sook them, and left them to themselves, and then they
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