
The Reviewer' s Corner.,

"Rate of Rate Hll" by Ellen Thorneycroft Fowler, is a book,
briglit, clever, entertaining and 'throughly up to date. "Smart"
scerns to described it better tlian any otiier word.

The plot is especially wvell thoughit out; unlike rnost novels this
one does flot reveal the whole plot in the first two or thrce cliapters.
Surprise follows surprise and events are constantly introduccd for
which the rcadcr cari find no possible explanation. Tlius the intercit
nev'er lags but is sustained until the closing, une.

Tliere is a noticeable absence of Iengthy descriptions of people
or scencs. The cliaracters speakl almost constant]y. On]y seven
or eight nionths pass while the Nwhole story is being worked out.

A dry humor runs through the book that reniinds one of Dick-
ens. Many a clever sarcastic phrase is floticeall too.

The charactcrs are just huîman enough to each in turn dis-
appoint us a little.

Whilc one reads the book for the rirst time w~itli brcathless in-
tei-est 'tis a question xvhether it is worthy of a second or a third
pervsal-or, in other.words, wvhether it is fiterature or not.

One feels a sort of uncertainty abouit the earnestness of the
writ-er. She iav be laughingy at hurnan nature even wvhen she seenis
most scrious. The book is in dangrer of offending by its ultra-
smnartness.

B. D.

'<1everly' of Graustark''. Geo. B. MicCtutclion. Ginn é&- Co.

George Barr McCutcheon, w'ho belongs to the newv school of
enterlainers froin the Middle Ws-aschool ch:efly known throughi
the -work of Peter Dunne, the creator of MNr. Dooley.

In a spirit, characteristically Amnerican, George Barr McCut-
checon portrays the Americans' pride as a nation, not forgetting tri
dr.iwv attention to their power of bluff, of wvhich the hieroine, Be-
verly Caihoun, ruade frequent use. The book keeps us interestcd
for the greatest part of the tinie, in Graustark, a mite -if a princi-
pality in north eastern Gerrnany. "Graustark, the Ancient": v


