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di.ing justice to it. Since it is so easy to juggle tacts, it is very neces-

siry that the historian should have t'ne true principles . as well as sound

eIrudition. These two, s0 completely had by Lord -Acton, are now the
p',)qsession of many of his followers. They have a noble mission ; nîay

ilhey succeed.

J. J. O'G. '04.

Engitsh Exercises-Imitation and Analysis, by Francis P. Don-

nelly, S. S., <Aillyn and Bacon, Boston), apply in English Compa-
sition the basic laws of progress in any art whatever The awkward
efforts of the creeping child straining ta walk like its eiders are

fanmiliar; how, %vith renewed purpose and the help of a chair or
*sinflar support, the inborn faculty is speedily and admnirably evolved.

The direct simple style and the happy cho;ce of topics in Washington

Irving's Sketch Book, 50 wiflfiflg for al! readers, are depended upon
by the author of this littie manual to stir in the literary tot the arm-
.bition to write well. What is it that gene.rally nips ambition of this
kind? A scant phraseology and confusion of ideas. With the "Exer-
cises" in hiand the toiling apprentice quickly appropriates; the simple

devices by which skilled writers irnpart charra in endless variations of
that one elenent-the sentence, periodic or loose-

A second drawback for young writers is lack of ideas, or better,
lack of conception and understanding. It is a tendency too conînion

to launcli forUi- blindly in the confident expectation that ilsomnething

rnay turn up," Aîîalysis, however, is the secret of success. If th e
student neglects to decompose or separate his subject into its coni-

ponent parts, can lie possibly do anything but wander around and
.1way froni it. But Mien lie studies, root and branch, the niatter he
selrcts for treatrnent, his pen fairly drips %with the"surcharged secretion

of thought. Here, as elsewhere throughont the book, IlEnglish E\er_
ci5es " is a va1tuable guide. Conîparatively short tine and study are

required to master the niethods set forth :the learner ivili know cilîow
to write and wvhat ta write."
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