
V. R. I. MAGAZINE.

THE CANADIAN NORTH-\VEST REBELLION, 18S5.

(Continucd.)

The next morning înost ai the traops %verc sent out to OCCUPY
thc saine positions as thic day before, iii front of the cnciny's rifle
pits. With the rcmnaiîîdcr ivc cut doivn the btislies, strcnigt*'eiicd our
parapets, putting up tlirce largc niiunds (aas)ta protect the
camp froni thce ceniiy's firc. One place sloped towards the front,
and could not bc defiladcd, so ive arranged ilîrc rows af wagons
heiîîid cadi other ta stop the bullets. The guns ivc put inito the
angles. Tîxat cveiug, after the traops bad retircd oin the camp, the
ecry fircd juta us again, friu thec w'oods arouind, but only hit tliree
horses. That day passed without any important incident, but the
nmen were getting seasoned, and unconiiionly good at skirmnishing.
lut the afternoon 1 rode out iwithi a sînail escort af scouts ta the righit,
iound thant a mile or sa away w~as open grouund, zind sa tdie thiird day
die General conducted a reconnaisancc iii that direction, aiter the
troops hiad bcen sent ta the saine positionis as previously. The open
prairie %vas travcrsed by thie mnain' trail ta I3atoclîe, ly whiichi ie
should hiave advanccd, but aur guides nîiissed the iway. Wc7 were
fired ont at long 'range fronti rifle pits iii the ivoad edging the prairie,
and wc cliased two niouiited patrois, wvlio escaped, but we captured
a iant on foot, who threw away bis rifie and said lie %vas flot fighit-
ing. \Ve iouind plenty af cattie and ponies, and rait inii at we
wanted likec freebooters. As wve %vere sitting ont aur liorses at the
necar edge of the wood, saine of thce enenuy crept up ta somte brokein
ground and fired a volley at us. Our scouts hiad becu disnîounted
skririnishing iii tlhe buslies, and ane ai thiese, whlo was really invisible
ta the eneîny, wvas tic only anc liit. Tlie bullet struck Ihlmi fair in
the centre ai the upper lip, and passed out at the back af bis hecad.
H-e never niiadc a sound. 'Ne carried the poor ichloiv back ta camp
oin a gun-carriage. Naw %ve concludefi that aur steamer " North-
cote" liad escaped, for wc hîad been six or seven miles below
Batoclie, and liad seen the wl'hole of the river for eighit or nine miles,
but she wvas flot -visible. Thîis, thouigli clieering, nmade lier absence
ta us at the tine stili nmore unaccouintable.

The decision ivas niov conie ta for ant advaîîce ont thi narrow
ta carry the rifir. pits, andl the Gencral dirccted nic t a ie as good
a 'plain as I could ai dic eninîy's pits. Ta verify niy idea ai tlue po-
sitions oifli teemiy, I gat a ladder and clinibed ta the top af a
chiurch, whicli cauumnded as good a vicw as cauld bc gat. iront any-
'vhere. I was quictly înarking %vliat I saw, %vlien at bullet striking
the wvooden shingles of the roof sliowed nie tliat tlîey liacl seen me,
and I could only conipicte uuîy work by liuirricd pecps. It wvas for-
tunate for us that thiey wcre suicli bad sîmots, for the distances bc-
twcen the opposing forces wvcre ouîly front 150 ta 200 yards, and aur
lasses in the tîrc days' figliting liad becu sinaîl, viz., only about 135
hit.
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