
T0IHE RAILWAY AND SHIPPING WORLD.

CURRENT TOPICS.

Standard Train Rules.
The work of securing uniformity of oper-

ating rules is proceeding very satisfactorily.
eoilOwing the G.T.R., the Canada Atlantic
Put in effect on Feb. 25 the standard code,slightly modified to suit the conditions of thene. The C.P.R., whose present rules are
Very near the standard code, is preparing toadopt it at an early date. Mr. Whyte, Man-
ager of the system west of Fort William, re-cently had a conference with his general sup-erintendents, superintendents & chief des-
Patchers at Calgary, at which the proposed
changes were thoroughly considered, & at
Which Mr. Tait, Manager of the Co.'s easternunes, who is a member of the Train Rules
ConIittee of the Anerican Ry. Association,was present, as it is intended when thechanges occur to embrace the whole system.

s to efficient regulations it has been wellsaid that the standard code of train rules ofthe Anierican Ry. Association is the result of
years of experience of those best qualified to,orm such a code, & it is undoubtedly in the
Interests of all railways, their employes, &the Public that practically one uniform. system
should be in force on all lines in Canada, as!t already is on nearly the whole of the linesIn the U.S. The question is one which shouldbe promptly taken up by the managements ofthe Government railways, & of other lines
Wicb are operating under other rules, most
Of Which may reasonably be put down as
fauîty & out of date.
The Canada Life Assurance Co.

The 53rd annual report of this Co., publish-
have bOn pg. 89, allays any fears which might
C ,een entertained that the removal of theo. s head office to Toronto, or the change in
efflnagement, would havean unfavorable
eect on the business of the year. All along

¡h t'ne gains have been recorded. Especially
Whi s noticeable in the new business written,
whieh amounted to about $8,ooo,ooo, & in
the gain in business in force, nearly $5,ooo,-
h0. These are the greatest increases in the¡ istory of the Co., & bring the total amount
havorce well above $8o,ooo,ooo. The assets
h, during the year been increased by
1,3244.73, & now amount to $21,364,062.

fits of is thequinquennial year when the pro-
an the Co. are usually divided, the appear-
thance the report was looked for with morer n usual interest, especially in view of therecent amendment to the Dominion Insurancet, Which requires the companies to baseineir valuations on an assumption of an earn-
seg Power of i% lower than formerly, & con-
vequently to increase the amount of their in-vasted fund's. Although a period of 14 years
as allowed in which to effect the change, it

appears that this was a concession to the
weaker companies. The address of Senator
ti, Which as an able & exhaustive exposi-
equ fthe subject has probably never beenouated in the history of life insurance in thisesuntr treats very f ully of the effects of this

'On & the action taken by his Co. to
nt tht. Although the Co. could at once move
surple 3% basis & still have a substantial
tio us, it was decided, on his recommenda-
in e that $50o,ooo be set aside with that end
den w & that in addition a substantial divi-
Sharto policy-holders be declared. The
their o.ders have voluntarily relinquished
'he quinquennial bonus on this occasion.

stand Wil now be able to reach the highertra d.within the present quinquennium, &
gain g its large amount of invested funds

pan tain that reputation as a profitable Com-
thr' Which has become a household word
'r ghout Canada.

PO-ttion Companies a Hotels.
been thsome tine past the C.P.R. Co. bas
inio be largest hotel proprietor in the Dom-& it is well understood that not only

these hotels proved a valuable assist-

ance to passenger travel, but that they have
also paid well as commercial enterprises.
The chain of hotels owned & operated by the
Co., includes the charming Chateau Frontenac
at Quebec, the Place Viger at Montreal ; the
beautifully situated Banff Springs Hotel, the
chalets at Field, Glacier & North Bend, the
Hotel Vancouver, & the Hotel Kaministiquia
at Fort William, the latter being owned
jointly by the C.P.R., & the Hudson's Bay
Co.'s, & leased. Ail these hotels, which are
supervised by Superintendent Sheffield, are,
it is needless to say, excellently conducted, &
on the same up-to-date lines as ail other
branches of the Co.'s service. The chain is
now about to be added to by the erection of
a large terminal hotel in Winnipeg. The
Grand Trunk management appears to have
an aversion to going into the hotel business,
& as a consequence the Muskoka district, for
the tourist trade of which the Co. has been
putting forth tremendous efforts the past few
years, is still very deficient of first-class ac-
commodation, but the Co. is willing to assist
private enterprise in a liberal way, & it is
expected that at least one really good hotel,
& perhaps more will be ready for next sum-
mer's business. The Canada Atlantic is work
ing on the same lines, & is endeavoring to
arrange for the erection of one or two good
hotels in the Algonquin National Park, one of
the most beautiful & healthy districts in
America. We are informed that the Co. will
give liberal encouragement to any outside
corporation which may be formed for this pur-
pose, & that leading officials will be willing to
personally subscribe for stock. The Riche-
lieu & Ontario Navigation Co.'s experience
with its hotel at Tadousac has been so satis-
factory that it is now building a large hotel
at Murray Bay. The tendency undoubtedly
is for transportation companies to extend
their operations in the hotel line, either
directly or by way of subsidies.
Canadian Pacifie Construction.

In a recently issued construction supple-
ment, the Railroad Gazette, of New York,
gave a list of "railways building & proposed,"
in which, under the head of " Canadian Paci-
fic," it included lines under construction, &
branches, etc., which have been talked of,
but in regard to which not even the first stages
leading to construction have been reached.
This list has been copied in a lot of.papers in
a way tlhat gives the impression that the
works are ail in hand or to be started this
year. To show the absurdity of this it may
be mentioned that a line from Kleinburg,
Ont., to Sudbury, & one from Guelph to God-
erich, are included in the list, though the
chances of either of them being constructed
for some years to come are very remote.
Shareholders of the C.P.R., seeing the large
list of lines mentioned, might conclude that
the Co. was about to enter on a wholesale
scheme of building, which would certainly not
improve its financial position. The only lines
to be built by the Co. this year, se far as de-
cided on, have been mentioned by us under
the head of " C.P.R. Betterments, Construc-
tion, etc.,"& as any additional work is decid-
ed on we shall promptly record it. It is not
probable that there will be any mileage added
to the Atlantic or to the Ontario & Quebec
Divisions this year. On the Eastern Divi-
sion, the short connecting line across the City
of Ottawa may be gone on with. On the
Western Division, the Bonnett Lake branch,
about 42 miles, is to be completed. The
West Selkirk branch may be extended to the
west shore of Lake Winnipeg; the McGregor-
Varcoe branch will have rails laid on the 28
miles graded last year, but no announcement
has been made as to whether it will be con-
tinued to Varcoe ; & the Pipestone extension
is likely to be pushed on further through the
Moose Mountain country on its way towards a
connection with the main line near Regina or
Moose Jaw. On the Pacific Division, a 15

miles section of the Crows Nest Pass line
will be built between Procter's Creek & Five
Mile Point ; work will be continued on the
Arrowhead & Kootenay Lake branch; the
spur lines branching off from the West Rob-
son-Midway line will be completed ; a branch
may be built in the Slocan district to reach
Kaslo ; & the Vancouver & Lulu Island line
will be built. This is all the construction that
can now be spoken of with any definiteness,
but in the aggregate it embraces a consider-
able amount of work. After putting through
such a heavy undertaking as the line from
West Robson to Midway, the Conpany may
reasonably be expected to proceed cautiously
for a year or two. The programme of bet-
terments, etc., detailed in our last issue calls
for heavy expenditure & the Company will,
as usual, be a very large purchaser of supplies
this year, altogether outside its vast ordinary
requirements for the maintenance & operation
of its system. The magnitude of the Co.'s
operations is shown by the figures given on
pg. 71, by which it will be seen that $4,726,-
607.38 were expended last year in surveys,
construction & betterments. Adding to this
the expenditure during the year on the West
Robson.-Midway extension, the figures for
which are given separately, by it being a
leased line, & which amounted to $2,320,470.-
16, makes a total for the year of $7.047,077.-
54.
Deniagogisi In British Colunbia.

Jos. Martin, who was recently called on by
the Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia
to form a Government, has made a statement
of policy from which the following is extract-
ed : "The Government intends to adopt the
principle of Government ownership of rail-
ways, & to arrange for the construction of a
railway first-class in every respect from the
Coast to Kootenay, say to Midway, to run on
the south side of the Fraser River, & through
the Hope mountains. When constructed this
railway will be operated by a commission, so
as not to come under political influence. At
present the C.P.R. controls the main part of
the Kootenay territory. It will, of course, be
obliged to provide satisfactory connections &
joint rates. At present the C.P.R. policy is
to divert this trade to Winnipeg & Montreal.
We take no stock whatever in the suggestion
that a road through the Hope mountains is not
practicable. The Victoria & Vancouver rail-
way bridge will be erected over the Fraser
River at or near New Westminster, by means
of which it is hoped that both the Great
Northern & Northern Pacific railways may be
induced to run their trains into Vancouver
City."

It is evident that Martin is trying in British
Columbia the same demagogic methods that
he used in Manitoba some ten or twelve years
ago, & which, though temporarily successful,
ultimately resulted in his complete collapse in
the latter Province & led him to seek new
fields for the exercise of his peculiar talents.
The people of the Coast cities are naturally
anxious to secure more direct communication
with the Boundary Creek district than at pres-
ent exists, & the reference to a Government
line from the Coast is merely a vote-catching
device. If such a line is practical, at any-
thing like reasonable cost, & if it presented a
reasonable certainty of securing a paying traf-
fic it is not likely that the C.P.R. would hesi-
tate to build it, or failing that Company, that
others would undertake the work as a busi-
ness proposition. When Martin became At-
torney-General of British Columbia last year,
there was a contract in existence with Mac-
kenzie, Mann & Co., for the, building of
this line, but he induced his colleagues
to repudiate the arrangement. The idea
of Martin appointing an independent com-
mission is amusing to those who know his
character & his methods. The Fraser River
bridge is another vote-catching proposition.

The participation of Martin in public affairs
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