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unwisr ta forecast. Iefaro his final canonîzation
takes place, it is now evident that the advocalus
diaboli wiI1 have somcthing to say. At ail evcnts,
though Stanley is a man of great nobility of nature
and thougli many men of high character and splcn-
did abilities have traversed portions of the Dark
Continent, Livingstone retain tehigbost place
adong ibose wh'., havc donc s0 niucb to dispcl thedcnse ignorance flîat broodcd over so large a por-
tion of the Afrklan continent. To this exalted
position lie is fu1y iy ,itiri His indefatigable per-
severance, 'singteness af airn. tfty purposo and
desirc for t'he promotion of Christian civilization
sustaincd him on bis lanely and advcnturous jour-
neys, long before the world took any notice of him
or knewofliis existence. His lame grew b>'dcgrecs,
culminatcd whcn the sad tidings of bis dcath wcre
definitely told, and bas remaiincd undimmcd over
since. His whole conduct and bearing, and his gen-
tIc Christian behaviour won for himn thc confidence
of ail ho came in contact with, and predisposcd
timid natives to look iavourably on the Europcan
travcllc(s and traders wbo came aftcrward. And it
would have been weil if tbe good impression made
by Livingstone had not been so badly effaccd as
it bas been by the traffic of the slavers and the no
less demoralizing traffic of the rum traders.

Mr. Stanley bas maintainod the reputation hoe
bas deservcdly made by bis manly energy and rare
executive ability. Ho has ail the qualities that
eminently fit him for the great work lie las already
achicved, and that may yet await him, should hie
accept theo oecr made bim of thc governorship af
the Congo Froc State. Tho controversy over the
rear column of bis late expodition in quest of Emin
Pasha bas raiseci a cloud around him from which
it is lilcly hoe will emerge without serious hurt.
It bas gone too far, however, to romain in its pros.
ont unsatisfactory state. The accounts are so con-
tradictory, and tbc evidence on t<bich some of the
terrible charges rest arc so unreliable, that in the
intercsts of justice anld for the maintenance of the
good name of British explorers a full and exhaus-
tive onquiry is imperative. This will likely bc accom-
plished tbrough the British courts ai justice before
whicb the case in one form is now pend ing. In
reply ta questioning the leader of the House af
Commons intimatcd that there will bc no Govcrn-
mental cniquiry as the expodition and its manage-
mont wcre undertaken by private onterprise. There
is no reason ta regret thîs decision as the matter is
likely ta be thorougbly sifted judicially, sco that tbe
facts will become known and a reasonable conclu-
sion reachcd as to the truth or falsity af the terri-
ble tales rece:ntly told respccting the management
of the roar column and the doings af its responsible
officers. Enough, however, bas been revealed ta
justify grave suspicions that the result of the con-
duct of that ill-fated portion of Stanley's expedi-
tion tvill reflect but little glory on those wvho were
cntrusted with its command. Sotte of! Ihese have
gone beyond the sphere of human praiso or blame.
but this much t. _i been made clear that in ail future
expeditions greator care must be taken in the solec-
tion of mon tvhose general qualifications for such
parts are beyond suspicion. Bull-dog courage is
flot such a rare quality as ta overshadow ail other
cbaracteristics ; some regard must be bad to the
moral and intellectual endowments ai mon who, in
addition to military fitness, must possess the attri-
butes essential ta their representative capacity.
Britain, as the greatest of modern powcrs in the work
of colonization, cannot afford to be indïfferent to the
capabilitie3; of the mon who do hier pioneer work.
It will take a long time for the best of missionaries
ta, unda the f-il work donc by unfit explorers.

PUBLC MENV SHOULD BE PURE.

P RESENT events in Great Britain are caling
special attention ta moral questions whose full

discussion will in the end have an important bearing
on the personal character of public mon. Wbether
Mr. Parnell retires fromn the leadership af his party
or persists in its retention is a inatter of insign:fi.
cance compareci with the condonation af the moral
and social crime that by his own action has been
brougbt home ta him, which bis continuance in the
position would imply. Happily tho public con-
scienceocf Great Britain is not indifférent ta the
moral issue involved. No self-respecting country
can afford ta be indifferent as to the character of
those whose abilities are employed in shaping its
destinies. The outcomeocf the Parnell embroglia
will be watched with keen interest far beyond the
limits of Great Britain. Whatever rnay be the final
resolve of the parties more immediately concernied,
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it is even now apparent that the moral sentiment af
the country will cmphatically condemn the course
the leader af the Irish parliauaîontary party bas so
deflantly pursued.

No one prctcnds that Parnell is innocent ai the
heinous moral orecncc with wbîch ho bas been
charged. It is occasionally bintcd that there are
extenuating circumrstances. It is claimed by somne
that potitical animosity is behind the prosecution
that closcd so ignominiausly for Mr. Parnell. Sup-
pasing such to bc the case, tbat docs not in any
degree tessen thf- guilt ai the parties chiefly impli.
cated. Apart fromn moral considerations tbe Irish
leader is rigbtly crcditod %with passessing ail uncom-
mon degrce ai acuttncss. Instead of camplaining
ai the use that bas bccn anîd wili bc made af the
damaging iacts by bis political opponoents, ho mliglit
bave known that such uses would bo made ai bis
painful lapse from virtue. It will bc in the recol-
lection ai those who watcb the progress ai curront
events that wben the immoralities connected witb
Dublin Castle wcre oxposcd thc Parnellito parry
presscd homo the charges with a vigour that
strangcly cantrasts witb the determination ta reba-
bilitate their leader at al bazards. lmmorality is
nat a hcinou:; sin in anc case and a venial otience
in others. It i3 painfully truc that partizans, wbosc
grasp of principle is feeble, may pursue a flItn
apuonent with an almost relentless ferocity, but this
does not meot the approval ai fair-minded mon who
regard tho maintenance ai principle above party tri-
umph. In the earlier stages of the cantraversy it .s
naticeable that those who felt mast deeply per-
suaded that retirement was the only course open ta
Mr. Parnell, spoke witb commiseratian and gricved
over his flu. That this is a proper and becoming
attitude icw who look dîspassionately on public
mon and their doings will care t'> question. Pity
for the individual offender is not incompatible with
a robust and Lealthy repudiation ai the crime ho
commits. When evonts like those now agitating the
public mmnd occur, it is wcll ta keep distinctly in
view th.- iact that principles are concerned as well
as individuals. If it is a question whet!'er a prin.
ciple or an individual must be sacrificed, it -, btter
that princîple bc upbeld even thougb the offknding
part>' has ta go.

In this discussion it is significant that certain
public mon have spoken in a tone that faits ta mndi-
cate a bigh moral grasp. 0f late there Lve been
t.oo many painful disctosures af prevailing immnor-
ality, and Parnellite partizans, as well as others,
bave spokon as if the volume ai indignant remon-
strance was in part hypocritical, and anly ropresen-
tative ai the views ai religious bodies, ta wbose
prejudices it was attributed. Sa f'ar as such speakc-
ors were concerned,they were above tbe weaknesses
ai being shocked by revelations of the kind. Ta
same the great eyil is in being found out. Wben
moral laxity has reached the stage ai talking
superciliously in public, or anywhere tise for that
matter, ai the popular sentiment in behali ai por-
sonal purity, it is bigh time ta insist on ovil being
branded as evi! The disposition ta talk scoffingly
af this iniquity that is -nenacing social lueé, and
invading the sanctity ai home and pailiating it
because it is bocoming common, is in itseli ai2rm-
ing, and cannot bc too sevcrely condemned. Flip-
pant talk because ai the prevalence ai immoraiity is
..idicative of relaxed moral fibre, andi it should be
made plain that such trifling ought ta be mot with
stern rebuke.

Another matter for regret is what appears ta
be the unmitigated selfisbness on thc part ai the
chief public offende-: ;n this painful domcstic trag-
edy. The con sequei. L. s ta others and the cause in
connection with which ho bas made bis political
reputation are ai no accounit in his eyes in campari-
son with the anc t-.. t that ho must flot bc made to
vacato the position ho bas disgraced. Ho is as una-
bashod as evor in the assertion at all hazards ai what
ho conceives ta be bis personai rights. 0f seli-sacri-
fiee ho seris not ta have the remnotost conception.
Neither in his manifesta nor elsewhere, so far as re-
ported, bas ho admitted his grievous iault. Though
the country was ringing witb the incidents ai the
trial, when ho allawed judgment ta go against him
by default, ho has tiover made the slightest acknow-
ledgment nor expressed the least regret for the dis-
grac if wbich hohas involved bimseli. Popular opin-
ion may be fickle, the daring audacity of an intense
personality may largely presume, and meet with a
degrce of recognition, but toalal intents and pur-
poses the leadership af Parnell is aver, for the moral
~sentiment ai Great Britain can nover respect a mian
who flagrantly violates the moral law, and thon
deflos public sentiment. The mon who lezd in pub-
lic lfe nmust bc e n the conmunity can repect.
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