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Much of the popular literature of the day helps | coming more and more aggressive. They threaten
pastor ar‘b ﬂ)eo'p[e‘ forward this sad process. The most attractive books | the overthrow of Christianity and the destruction of

MINISTERING.

— ¢

What though your fect are ofter weary,
On ceascless erramds sent §

And tired shoulders ache and ache so sorely
'Neath heavy burdens bent ?

Be patient, lest the ones whom you are serving
Be svon bcyoml‘?-our caro }

Least lutle wayaard feet that you are guiding.
Slip past you unaware,

Ah, then no joy would seem so dear and blessed
As spending manths and years

In ceascless scrvice for the vanished darlings,
So vainly mourned with tears.

But while you have your dear ones still around you
D) not regret your care ;

Far easier aching feet and arms and shoulders
Than aching hearts to bear.

Aald stidl beyend your househ. 1 duties reaching,
Stretch forth a helping hand §

So many stand in aeed of loving comfort
All over this wide land ;

F.echance sume soul you atd to day, to morrow
May with the angels sing ;

Same one may go straight ?vom your carthly table
To banguet with the Kiog.

THE POWER OF SIMPLE CONFIDENCE,

A young man, distressed about lus soul, had con-
fided his ditficulties to a friend, who discerned very
quickly that he was striving to obtain everlasting life
by great efforts. He spoke of “ sincere prayers” and
“heartfelt desires” after salvation, but continually
lamented that he did not “feel any different in spite
of it all.”

His friend did not answer him at first, but presently
interrupted him with the inquiry, * W-——, did you
ever learn to float 2 ”

“Yes, I did,” was the surprised reply.

* And did you find it easy to learn 2 ”

“ Not at first,” he answered.

“\Vhat was tue difficulty 7 his friend pursued.

 Well, the fact was, I could not lie still ; 1 could
not behieve or realize 1:at the water would hold ine up
without any cffort of my own, so I always began to
struggle, and of course, down [ went at once.”

“ And then?”

“Then 1 found out that I must give up all the
struzgle, and just rest on the strength of the water to
bear me up. It was easy enough after that; I was
able to lie back in the fullest confidence that 1 should
neversink.”

“ And is not God’s Word more worthy of your trust
than the changeable sea? He does not bid you
wait for feclings, He commands you just to trust in
Him, to believe His Word, and accept His gift. His
message of life reaches down to you in your place of
rutn and Jdeath, and His word to you now 1s, * the gift
of God 15 eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. vi. 23

INDUCTRINATE THE CHILDREN,

The laxness of doctrinal views which prevails in
maoy quarters amongst our people 1s no doubt to be
traced to a neglect of this part of the traming of
our ch.idren. We need not go into a comparison
between ovur methods in this matter and those of our
fathers Itis enough for us to know that doctrninal
error abounds o3 every hand, a great many who
claim to be Presbyterians, at least by family or by
education, have Litt e or no sympathy with our Stand-
ards , some open'y renounce them as belonging to a
dead past, as far behind the age, and even speak of
some of their teachings in disparaging and even re.
proachful terms.

We do not wonder so much at this in the case of
unbelievers. Our scriptural and spirituat system of
truth is distasteful to the natural mind. It offends
human pride by asserting the sovereignty of God
and the freeness.of His grace in salvation. Human
reason revolts at doctrines which it cannot fully com-
prehend, and at the claim of the Holy Scriptures to
be received in all therr parts as inspired and infallible,
But we find remains of this feeling in many who call
themselves Christians and even Presbyterians. Some
are drifting far away in the adoption of unscriptural
views and of a theology which is sadly latitudinarian.
The tendency of this evil 1s alarming.  While 1t be-
gws with a low 1dea of snspiration, and hence natur-
ally falls into what are called libera) views, it seldom
stops until the dreadful extremes of scepticism and
even infidelity are reached.

are saturated with this poison, Materialism and
agnosticism assume the garb of poetry and romance,
The heroes and heroines of a large portion of our
modern novels are made to utter the most heretical
and even immoral sentiments, to insinuate doubts of
divine truth, and to ridicule the most sacred doc.
trines. The interest of the story, the beautiful traits
of character associated with the holders of these false
views, and the charm of the style, combine to disarm
suspicion and secure a ready avenue to the mind and
heart for thess crroncous teachings, The readers do
not stop to analyze the moral or doctrinal sentiments,
or to sec where they are being led ; and before they
are aware of their danger, they are hopelessly be-
trayed. Hence sceptics go out from Christian homes
to spread the foul leaven of infidelity.

Now, what s the anudote? How can we prevent
this mischief? Our only answer is that we mst
forestall the evil by filing the mind with pure truth,
This 15 best done in chiddhood and youth. From
what we have said it will not be inferred that we re-
fer to what i1s generally understood as * religious in-
struction.” To teach our children only the elements
of religion, to confine their minds to the mere utilities
or amcnities of Christianity, to fecd them only on the
milk of even baptized ethics, i3 a very poor prevent-
ive of error in doctrine.  We must give them true,
solid, fundamental doctrine, and do this at the begin.
ning of our training. And yet how common it is to
assume that because what is called doctrine is regard-
ed as something abstruse and dufficult, it must be
postponed to a more advanced period, and that mean-
while we must teach them merely moral sentiments,
as expressed by precepts and illustrated by the
lives of Bible characters, and of pious children in
later times, Surely there is doctrinal teaching in all
this, but it is false and unscriptural as a general
thing. Thousands of children grow up in Christian
families, believing that if they are good, they will be
saved, and that they will be saved for their goodness,
and the converse. And what is this but the doctrine
of works ?

We give this only as a specimen. Numerous
other examples will occur to thoughtful observers.
But the most deplorable error is the encouragement
often given to the young to Gishike and avoid all doc-
trinal instruction as dry, uninteresting and difficult,
and as wholly unnecessary and unprofitable. tence
it is common to dispense with all such teaching.

But need such instruction be dry and uninterest-
ing? By no means. If parents themselves carefully
informed their own minds as to the grand truths of
God’s word, so as to understand their import and
bearings, and learn to feed upon them and to relish
and enjoy them, they would not teach them in a dry
and uninteresting way Itis, besides, a great mistake
to think that children feel no interest in such sub.
jects. It is noteworthy how common it is for them to
ask questions on the highest and grandest truths of
the Chnstian system. We cannot, indeed, answer
these questions, and remove obscurity and mystery
from them , bat, if we truly believe and love them,
we can at least famihanze ther young minds with
them, and give them a rlace and a lodgment that will
prepare them to resist the encroachments of great
error.

Unless this work is done early, it 1s not lkely to
be done at all; and it ought to be done at home The
parent is the truly responsible party. The Sabbath
school does not meet the case. We very much fear
that the system of international lessons has a ten-
dency to diminish doctrinal teaching. It is true, all
Scripture contains doctrine, But we recognize the
difference between narrative and biography and those
parts of the Bible which directly and didactically
teach doctrine , and we have sometimes thought that
the latter have not a fair share in the arrangement of
topics. This ought to be looked after and guarded
against, A skilled and thoughtful teacher can find
solid doctrine in all the lessons, but most teachers
fail to do this.

We cannot expect to raise up a generation of solid,
strong, systematical Christians unless we lay the
foundation in a careful instruction 1 the doctrines of
grace. The average piety of he day needs tonng
up, and that cannot be effected in any other way.
Neither can the Church be well fortified against new

and false views, These are multiplying, and are be-

all piety, \Vhat their force will be wwenty years hence,
no man can tell ; hut we feel certain that unless the
children and youth now growing up shall be more
thoroughly grounded in the grand fundamental doc-
trines, that force will prove overwhelming. A weak
theology cannot stand before the assaults of cither
infidelity or baptized heresy, It will produce only a
sentimental piety. It will be easily undermined. It
will be ready to compromise the truth and sell it
cheap to the insinuating advocates of * liberalism
or the unscrupulous agents of * progressive thought.”

What the tunes are likely to neced in the not dis-
tant futere, is the sturdy devotion to the truth of God
which madc heroes and martyrs and conquerors of
our Scottish and Puntan and Huguenot fathers.
They were strong men because they had been nour-
ished by the strong doutrines of the Gospel.  They
were unchangeable, because they held all of that
Ward which hveth and abideth for ever. They were
invinaible, Lecause their armour gave no openings to
the shalis of error. Let us be their children. And
let our offspring inherit that truth which they be.
quecathed to ns.—Southern Presbytersan,

WHY ARE YOU A CHURCH MEMBER?

We fear that there are a great many to whom this
is an embarrassing question. If weareto judge by
both actions and words, self advantage is the primary
and controlling motive. When we see persons seck-
ing a particular church which has the most wealth
and social prominence, and after uniting with it
“ standing all the day idle,” or hear them complain-
ing that they reccive little or no attention from the
members, one knows at once that they have no proper
conception of the design of church membership and
no true sense of responsibility as members,

It is very true that the church is intended to confer
great advantages upon all who join and that no one
can be a faithful member without reaping much
benefit. Amongst these is Christian fellowship, the
aid and cowmfort flowing fram brotherly love, the joy
and support which arise from being associated with
godly men and women, and being included in a circle
of holy and disinterested friendship. 1fthat be the
real motive, its best purpose will be realized by both
parties. It will be mutually beneficial. But no such
motive or result is connected with this step as taken
by large numbers. If one joins a church in order to
secure social recognition, especially in a grade of
society above that to which he or she has been
accustomed, and still more if one does it for the sake
of securing patronage in his business, he fails of any
true benefit and debases a professedly sacred relation-
ship toa mere worldly end. He may secure com-
panionship, but not Christian fellowship, temporal but
not spiritual help. He is simply making “gain of
godliness.”

Nothing is more disgusting than the whining com.
plaint from many lips, * I am never noticed by my
fellow members, they never visit ine in my home, they
never wnvite me to their entertainments, and all be-
cause I am poor and can make no show.”

We do not say there 1s no ground for such a com-
plaint. There 1s too litle real brotheriy love in the
church, too much regard for wealth, station, fashion,
style, and the hke. Theres too much pride of per-
son and family, too much 1solation and alienation,
and too hittie exercise of that teehing of oneness and
equality which Jesus inculcated upon his followers,
We are not communists. We do not think that Chris-
tianity was intended to obliterate all social and
intellectual disunctions. There must be freedom in
choosing associates, and congeniality inust be sought.
Yet still it is true that ig all spiritual concerns the
body of Christ is one and on the same level. The
poor and illiterate should never enter the church to
get notice from the rich and cultivated. Yet the
highest classes should enter it, in part, to exercise the
henevolence of true piety towards all in the church ;
and there is a way of doing this without condescen-
sion and superciliousness.—Soutkern Presbyterian.

MANY men can cas ly become prophets as to the
curses that will fall upon the heads of others for their
sins, while they seem almost totally blind as to what
will be the end of thetr own sins. Somehow they donot
reason in regard to themselves as they do in respect
to others.



