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Chotcc Iittrature*
THE SPELL OF A SUTA ROTH.

BY DUFFIELD OSBORNE.

CHAPTER IX-THE SECOND NIGHT.
When the swiftly gathering darkness of the nigbt bad

spread itself through the Iieurew camp, Adriel arose and,
wrapped in a roui mantie with the end drawn over his
heaci so as to shade his face from the gaze of inquisiLive
f riends, stepped forth unobserved. Ile had dismissed
Abiathar earty in the evening under the pretence that bis
presence disurbed bis test, a reason which, sballow as it
might be, the boy could flot but regard ; and now, with
no weapon of offence or defence other than his sword
which, together with a bottie of wine and some dates, lay
concealed under his cloak, Adriel threaded his cautious
path until he reached the rampart, and, crossing it, pursued
bis way over tbe plain toward the ruins of the lallen city.

As he drew near he quickened bis pace, for the sounds he
heard drove the blood bâck upon bis heart and weli-nigh
froze bim with horror. It was tbe bowling of wolves and
dogs ; wolves that had descended from the mountains
drawn by the scent uf carrion, and dogs which, with none
to feed them, were driven to dine off triose who had been
their masters;, and now dog and woll howled, snarled, and
fought over the dainty banquet so richly spread for them.

Adriel was now rutînilg at full speed. 1-e had flot
thought of bis captive being exposed to such a danger, and
the borrur of it pierced bis very soul.

Ciimbing over the ruined wali, be sped up one of tbe
narrow streets, scattering wolf and dog in bis mad race, and
as be turned a sbarp corner,« be suddenly burst upon a band
of robbers who had corne down from the mountains to seek
such plunder as the invaders might have left. They were
sitting in a circle, evidently dividing their gains, wben this
apparition bounded into the midst ofthten ; but ere tbey
had sprung to tbeir feet and grasped their weapons he was
gone.

«' It is a spirit of the dead" said their leader in tremb-
ling tonies, and, bastily gathering up their hooty, tbey made
baste tu regain their fasinesses.

The thougbt tbat wolf and dog were aided by sucb allies
lent new wîngs to Adriel's speed until, with redoubled
exertion, he at last reacbed tbe but, and tainting and breatb-
less sougbt its entrance.
1A door tormed uf a single slab of stone warking on pivots,

and wbich he did flot remember having noticed before, now
closed the aperture. Within ail was still.

Adriel's beart sank witbin him and for a moment be
sçarce gatbered courage to knock or speak. At last he
placed bis shoulder to the door, swung it back, and enteîed.

IStanding a moment until he became accustomeà tu tbe
darkness, be saw tbe girl lying upun tbe couch and gazing at
him with ber great, sad eyes. Then she rose.

" Is it thou, my lord?)I"she said. " I knew not wiiether
it migbt be one ut thy people or some robber from the west
wbo sought for mie.'>

Adriel sbuddered.
"And wbat il it had been ?" be asked.
«'I sbould have preferred the former. It would have

meant no more than deat, " she answered simply, "and
the wolves to either, for the door is strong enough for them.
Had it been but une nan," she resumed, witb slow decision,
deperchance I could have struck bim down with the dagger
ere bis eyes bad seen me in the darkness, and had tuere
been more, it were but the work of an instant to make their
capture a vain one.">

Hie looked at ber in admiration for a moment, and then,
throwing back bis mantie, drew forth tbe supplies be had
brougbt witb bim and set tbemn before ber, saying:

"Sec, I bave stolen from the camp to bring tbee these,
that thou mightest not want wbile tbou art furced to remain
here. "

I'And for bow long will tbat be ? ' she asked.
"I knuw not," answered Adriel burriedly. "«Perchance

until they move the camp up inWkothe country, wben thou
rnayest escape with safety tuwar the south. Tell me,'" he
continued, as thougb to forestaîl ber pressing tbe inquiry on a
subject whicb coold nut but cail to mind the dîfficulties
of bis enterprise-difficolLies wbich be dreaded to contemt-
plate-" tell me sometbing uf thyself and people. Tbere is
short time wben I can saiely remain here, and 1 would fain
leara wbo tbou art."

For a moment tbe girl was silent, and seemed to struggle
to keep down the tears that threatened tu appear. Then
ahe turned to Adriel.

"There is fittIe for me to tell," sbe said. " Douhtless
thau bas heard of the mighty Kara-in-das. tbe king wbo
rules far away to tbe east in Babylon, a city to wbich rny
father bas told me that this jet icho washbut a bovel. Tbence
was it that my father came bither years ago on a mission
from our great king, tbat he should send him word how that
matterÈ went upun the coast, and should attend that cara-
vans from the East received due bospitality.' My brother
was then very young, and I first saw the light bere.

"For many years Urukb, my father, kept boping that
he would he recalled to Babylon, tbe city hc loved ; but
when the king sent word that he should remain, and build
bim a palace suitable for the envoy uf 50 great a monarch,
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"And I have told tbee that it were a foolish act."
"0f that I must judge," said be proudly ; and then, as

though to change the trend ut ber thoughts, " tlou hast
told me thy father's name, maiden, but I know nut yet wbat
is thîne."

"I arn called Elissa."
"It is a namne we know not among my peuple," he said,

absently, " but it soundeth musical on mine ear ; " and then
hbc fell f0 mosing, wiîh eyes fast fixed on v.cancy.

At length, arousing hirnself as thoogb from a drearn, and
springing bastify op, he said :

I must Icave thee how, else they may miss me in the
camp, and questions be asked that it were difficoît fur me tu
reply f0. Do thou keep thy door fast shut against beasts.
Men, I arn persuaded, thou needest not feai. The robber
would give this but nu second glance ; only be thou wary.
I will return to thee again."

He was gune, and the girl, once more alune witb her
tbougbts in the midst ut that ghastly solitude, struve to kilI
the feeling ut otter despair that sorged in ber heart and
made the events ut the preceding days scem like a boge
dream that must melt away at the rising of. the murning
sun.

CHAPTER X.-THE SUMMONS TO BATTLE.

Ozias lay sleeping upon bis cooch as the night wure on
int o the rnorning watch.

0f a sudden be hecame cunscious of men cntcring his
tent and standing beside hirn, and, springing qoickly up,
be sought instinctively for the sword that bung near bis
bead.

But a well-known vuice exclaimed, IlPeace be with thee,
Ozias ! " wbile another said:

" Hold, father ; if is Achan, who woold tain speak witb
thee ut Adriel," and Oz-*as, haîf asharned ut bis ready dis-
trust, bade Achan to be seat cd, and ordered Abiathar that
be should set hread belote the visitor ; but Achan waved
aside the proffered hospitalify, and turning to Ozias, said, in
a troubled voice:

b«Ozias, I have sought thec that we m;ght speak fogether
concerning my son. Well into the beginning ut the watches
be drove this boy of thine froni bis tent, and wben the boy
returned later tu sec bow Adriel slept, bebold be was gone.
Then if was that Abiathar soogbt me, and together we
ranged through the c-tmnp tbat preadventure we rnîght find
hirn we sougbt, bot witbuut avail, and refurning at last to
bis tent, we waited.

proacbing, and thceî the curtain of the tent was tbrown aside
anîd Adriel entered. You should bave seen the wild look in
bis eye, like to the eyes ut one that walketh in bis sleep,
and bis garments and sandals were clottcd witb the mire ut
the plain, bis hair bedraggled witb the dew. lie did flot
seerni f see us, but staggard toward the cuuch as a man
weary trom bard travel, and throwing himself upon if closed
bis eyes wifhoot a word ut greeting or explanaf cin. 0f a
Srot h. Ozias, I helieve the yoong man to be possessed of a

devil that drives bim forth on soch mad and rneaningless
joorncyings."

The face ut Ozias darkened, and turning to Abiathar, be
asked :

"H-st thou watcbedl him well ot late, as I bade thee ?
"Eien su, father," replied the boy, "lbut he bas seemcd

f0 chate at my presence, to speak barshly, and, even as Achan
bas told, last night the evil spirit witbîn bxm compelled me
to go forth, peradventure that I migbt not know wbither if
drove bim."

««Wberefore didst thou not lie in wait and follow bis
steps ?"

IlTruly I fearcd to, for Adriel is quick uf eye and car,
and be looked su grim when be sent me away tbat I doobt
flot the evil spirit would have slain me had I d red f0 t race

"Tush 1 " said Ozias scornfully, I thougn htto
didst deemn thyscîf swift ot fot ?" g to

IlThou sayest truly, but tbou knowest Adriel. lie
would have been upon me ere I bad rua a hundrcd paces."

"Wbat thinkest thou, Ozias ?" asked Achan impatiently.
"I know not what f0 tbink. Peradventore sorne woman

bath wound ber snarcs arouad bis beart."
"lNay, that cannut be, fur I have heen minded to speak

f0 tbce for m-tny days how that thou shouldst betbrotb f0
bur tby daughter, Miriam. I know bis beart goes ont f0
ber alone uf ail maidens."

"'And I have met thee with a promp assent, for I love tbe
boy well ; and nuw-wc must set a watch upon bum, and
then shaîl we sec whether or flot there be reason for bis
madacss."

As Ozias finishedspeaking there was beard a trampling
ut feet witbout the tent, and a vuice called:

"lOzias, corne forth ! I that speak f0 thee arn Caleb, the
the son of Jephunneb."

Ozias and Achan sprang f0 their feet and issucd out into
the dim ligbf ut the carly mornir1ý, wbile Abiathar sped
back to keep watcb near the tent ut Adriel.

IlWhat wouldst tbou with thy servant ?" asked Ozias, as
he stood belore the lieutenant of Jos;hua.

ibTis :" was the prompt answer. "The spies Whowent forth have bot just returned f0 me, and tbcy have told
their story fo the Captain, how that the hearts ut the menI
ut Ai are taintinu within the-ir breesQts atthe- -ws-f -our

Pass we by the day. Our business is not with i
nced. wc follow f bat grim old soldier, Ozias, witb bis
bardened followers, as tbey wind up the totuus Path5,ckt -

of the mount ain thirsting for blood, confident ut the ilegot
in fthi hrsytwacfl n ay etjttn e

dense ravine should give biding f0 snare or arnts'
Tbey ate gone. They bave been gune now for mans
and the darkness is once again spread over tent "D0 av

Adriel bad heen rcsting, as was bis wont, iduri'1g o
Iwhile bis family, and friends whispered sorrowftillY 11
theniselves that the fit was upon bum. Tbey say ta b
presence served but f0 irritate bis troubled brai", tandt ý
fore t bey kept aloot. Even Abiathar was roughîY, Of,

take bisft ence,'> and the iîî.concealed ad bt t
Miriami, wbich the boy incautioosîy revealed. seem tw
throw the patient int o a fit gloomier even thaIl thOe,
had gone before. Adie ,

Abithar, wbile obedient f0 the wisb utdrel b
drew bîm.,elt trorn the fent, yct mindful ot bis fatber's
ding, tingercd aroond and kept a close waf ch ibat b
tbey deemed a sick man sbould aut go forth UnaffOfi - b

At last the boy's wvatcbing bore fruit, for, jh~g -

wure into the middle watch, be saw Adriel issue
as before, in tunic and mant te, and takte bis way tOowW ,
the western plain. Rising qoickly froin where he la,.
the grass, Abiat bar folhoweu at such a distance astob
observed. He ran small risk, for the tboughtS " Of
were far away trom thbe ear of being spied UPOII.0 0 li
event s of thbe day bad sbown conclusively thaf the 9 to
was playing could not be continued at afYley t
Troc, be had been savcd much cmbarassmentbytb
take made as fo the nature of bis ailment-a ,Iistakc <Obtj"jI
he bad been careful fo do notbing f0 correci;t; I
bad ifs evil in the close watcb f0 wbich he W" b

(To be continued.)

THit Rev. Dr. Adam opened recentlyte Of~~'1 10
churcb at Coathridge, erected for the congregat~~ %
the 1sf e Protessur Henderson, ef Rame was for 7
pasfor. If is seated for 6oo and bas eost,$9oo'

rJUNE 2uth,

Ozias roused bis servants frum their slumbers, and sent th.o
forth to pick three thousand of the men uf Judahe b
slîould marcb with hirn against Ai.

I-lardly bas tue word passed that an enterprise WOSS
foot, and that Ozias had been appointed to lead the dt
tacbrnent, tban bis tent was besieged by many, eager to b
included in the chosen company. But leaving tbe selecoUo
to Sethur and Zithri, bis chosen lieutenants, Ozias set bis
face toward tbe tent uf Adriel, revolving in bis 'm 0
that such an employrnent as hie coold offer could not lei'
be welc )me to the spirit uf the young soldier, and woll
exert a poweriol influence toward shaking off the Stra19
humor that had seized upon birn.

As he hurried along, he was surprised fn see the i111
51

soogbt coming toward hirn.
"Adriel 1 " he exclaimed. '« If is well 1 bave miet th' ý

for I was bastening to thy tent to bid thee go U1
me against Ai. Peradventure a journey into the moufU
will bring back tbe bloom to tby cbeek and the fire tu
eye."»e

Adriel looked up as Ozias spoke, and the old50d
almost started back in surprise and grief at the change We
tbree days had produceci. That baggard, weary face e
the news ut action was powerless to lighten. o

For a moment Adiiel did n(>t answer, but stood silc'nt
abstracted as he pondered on what excuse hie could ufer to
avoid the service, a service which migbt làst several d$
bis absence durîng which cuuld rnot fail to be traught th'
the gravest danger to tbe maiden concealed amng
tomns. At last, seeing that Ozias eyed bim witb surpris
unmingled with impatience, he said :

'IWouldst thou bave a sick man with tbeei? prbI0
tbou mayest need the full strengtb of tby complement. i

" Tush ! " answered Ozias testily. 6 'lis but the 10o
of the camp. Trust me, it is action and enterprise that 0

drive away the sombre spirits that oppress thy mimd."
" Ozias," said Adriel, " thou knowest that I am VOt tbe'

mnan f0 shon either danger or toil, and now I say untO tbe -

that ere I had journeyed .with tbec as tar as the p5SPo
head would swîm and my foot fail me. It is in vain to
urgest. I cannot go."

H-e spoke decidedly, and the keen old soldierSW
argument was useless to press bis cause. lie 5hruged
shoulders and saying, " Be it as tbou wilt, but I thogS~
do thcc a service," turned back to wbere his de " Ï
ment was tast gathering for the march.

"Strange, strange," be murmored. --It was bisnti
to buund witb joy at sucb a service. Verily, he is pO8ý~
ut a devil." l

But the time for musing was short, for now three t
and hardy warriors stood ready under arms-pick
ail, and eagcr tu he led op against the peuple Whu5Cs~
try tbev now looked upon as, of a truth, their uwDi'* k
trumpets blared ouf their brazen sommons. Ozias a
place at tbe bead ufthte detacbment, and Joshua,
un a lîttle rising groûnd amid a group ot the P"c
stretcbed out bis hands over them, and with a feWbf
wvords bade them go forth. a

" Sec well, ye men ut Isracl, that ye srmite the 00
the edge ut the sword and leave not une nman alive, GOd styc smotc the mca ut Jericho ; and 4'pay tbe Lord Our,
tend ye and give ye victory over ahl your enemies!-o

Again the trumpet sounded tbe long slow blast i b
vance, and the invading party moved forward Wn t
shoots of the surrounditig multitude, wbo envied tbe»0b
relief from the irksorne tedioni ut a duil camp. Clalltbit
nuw arisen sun, with neither cloud nor mist tO d t
effulgence, shone down upon their polished Mail 4, bfjf
bearded ranks swept hy, thruugb the western gatC *t e
rampart and off into the acacia-studded plaint U Of
waving spear tîps were lost amid the thickefuig tfol Mt
the distance.

CHAPTER XI.-UNDIER THIE 5PELL.


