Junz gth, 1884.)

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

357

order, comploto accurity and protoction. Tho holy
city becomes agnin tho joy s tho wholo earth and tho
ocontre of tho world's salvation. Nay, not only doos
Mount Zion onjoy tho spocial favour of hoaven, but
all tho onvirous of tho hill—tho places round about 1t,
and tho peoplo inhabiting tho adjacent torritorica—
sharo in the manifold blessings predicted.

But, while Iunderstand this to bo the primary mean-
ing of tho text, thero can bo no doubt that spiritual
blossings arealsoimplied. Tho entire prophesy spenks
of o condition of things whorein God and His peoplo
would stand towards cach othor in an entirely dlﬂgt‘-
ent rolationship {rom that which formorly oxisted.
Theso tompora! gifts are, in reality, tho smallost part
of tho blessings promised. Thoy are indicativo ofﬁfo
richest outpourings of graco, and a proof that Uod
would again roturn and dwoll amung His chusen peo-
plo, restoring to thom privileges and honoura with
which tho glury and grandeur of a bygune disponsa-
tion. could not for a moment compare. Tho pious
Jow, I doubt not, regarded such prophecies of comin
gomi in this higher senso. It was by such gene
statomonts, that ho was lod to rocugnize wmperfectly
ot loast, tho character of Gospel times, and f:)uk for-
ward to the advent of a greater than King David
who should build another tomple of fairor prupurtions
than the firat, and repair the desolations of Jerusalem.

Intended originally fur the comfort of Gud's ancient

plo, the promiso has a direct application to the
hurch of tho present day.  All tho blessings promused
Israol aro ours. Whon tho words of the text are ven-
fied thero shall be but one fold and uno ahorhord.
Tho unbolicf of the scattered nation shall givo place to
unfeigned loyalty, and hearty rocoptions of tho truths
of Christianity. We do not yet sce ita entiro fulfil.
meunt, but we live in an age whon tho beginning of the
end can bo clearly discornod. It 18 uurs to pray and
to labour, that the Christian Church may enjuy these
ahowers of bleasing, that the parched sul) may bo auft-
oned and mado ready for abundant harvest.

From these words then we aro taught, first, that tho
Church of tho lattor days is to bo the rocipiont of
special favours. ‘‘I will causo the shower to cumo

own fn his scason , there shall bo showors of bless-
ing"” 1 am not careful whether yuu include tho
litoral as well as the apiritual meaning in its applica-
tion to tho Church of the present day. I believo that
tho timo is coming when God's blessing ahall rest to s
much larger cxtent than at present upon tho pruduc.
tions of the field, and when tho husbandu.an shall reay,
far more abundant harveats than are at present secured
under the most favourable conditions, Secundly, and
taking the passage in its highor meaning, asindicatin
tho outpourings of tho 8pirit, notice {a) the oxtent of
tho blessing , nut drops, but showers of rain, nut the
slight and all but imperceptible rustling uf the leaves,
but the mighty wind that brings abuadance of mun.
In a word, it is a rocurrence of Pentecostal times,
when tho presonce f Gud in His Church shall be
plainly recognized by mighty awakenings and ingather-
ings, nut sccurring unly unce in a century or after
long perivds Jf spiritual druuth, but accumpanyin
and sealing the simple pruclamation of tho Guape
frum year tu year. Noticu again (&) that theso shuw-
ers are t. be seasvnable. Mow much we lung fur
timely rains t. water the earth, and how muach dopends
upon their coming ' It is not guud to have sunshise
alwnys. Tho plants and shrubs and fluwers wither
under continued scorching heat. There must be
shuwers in spring and shuwers in summur tv B the
cars Jf curn with 8aj and substance, that harvest-hume
may be a time of grateful joy. And just such sessun-
ablo shuwers of grace are needed in the Church of
Christ. Weo may labuur persoveringly with human
gouls, and the Gospsl plough-share may turn up the
fallow suil, and goud ased may bo plentifully suwn,
but all is in vain until

** Goc tho plonteons shower bestows
And sends salvation down."

Hew frequently have we witnessed suck enorgencios
in our different ficlds! Thero have been indications
of a glorious worzk of grace , unwuntuned sorivusncas
and sulemnity have prevailed in the congregationg, the
truth has acemod to fall impressively upun buth soung
and Jd, the little cluud, no bigger than a maa's
hand, begins, as wo fondly imsgine, to cuver the hun.
zon, and we look for floods of morcy tu fall upun the
hesrta of sinnors, when lo * it passes by, and vur
hopes are_disappouinted. If the seasonable showas
hsgegut fallen, what rxich clusters of fruit might have
boon guithered, and huw many procivus svuls saved

from death !

Now, in the perivd spoken of there shall bo no such
failurcs. Tho showers shall be cupiues and ecasonable.
There shall be no drawbacks 13 spintual husbandry.
Tho suwer ahall toturn bringing his sheaves with him.

Notice n (¢c) that tho blossings thus conferrcd
upon the Church of tho laster days, shall aughtily in.
creaso her efficiency 1 evangehizing tho world. di-

w1dun] bolievers shall becomo centros of blessing to all
within tho seach of their influence. \¥¢ spoak of the
offorts ond victones of the Church too froquently
83 f st wore an agency quite distinct from the mem-
bership. We loso sght of personal obligations.
Many who tako credut for work accomphished desarve,
1n reality, nothing of tho hunour that beloags to 1t

The moro willing and zoalous bear tho burdons, whilo
tho mass roat satisfled, lookm? on and npplumhng ro-
sults, Not moro than ono third of tho moral power of
tho Ohurch is practically dovoloped, whilat the unomn-

loyed talonts of tho othors act as & hosvy drag upon
1er Pro It is not by such indifforonce and nou-
trality that Gospel victorica aro to bo hastened. Wo
may not all bo equally gifted or cccupy tho aamo van-
tago ground. Tho stars and plancts are not all of equal
mngnitudo ana brlhiancy, but thore 18 not a atar that
twinklos in tho rvidnight sky but has ita important
mssion to fulfil. Lo overything in naturo a distinct
part has been asaigned, and to overy intelhigont being
a soparato work has boon allotted.

ow in tho poriod spoken of, overy Gospel hearer

shall bocomo a positivo blessing to his followmen.
God s pooplo shall bo willing 1n tgo day of His power.
The love of Chyist will constrain and impel. Tho namu
of Christian will bo a synonyn. forall that 1s noble and

uro and slovating. 'I"ho wholo noighbouthaod will
ec] tho influenco of holy lives. BMon of tho world
will recognizo tho spirit and impress of tho Master, as
tho wuxﬂan tho image of tho sovoroign.  Not oni
80, but tho Church m her collective capacity shall
moro than ovor bless the world. Mount Zion shall
not only bo tho recipient of special favours, but a
source of unmingled good to all tho places round about
st. Tho visible %)ody of Chri»t 8 lollowors shall be the
most powerful agoncy 1n society. it shall be felt in
overy dopartmont of tho Stats 1t shall direct tho
councils of tho natton . 1t shall :avuld public opimon
on all impoztant questions afeoting nan 8 highest wel-
fuco. It shall command universal roverer~o and re-
spoct, for to be assoaated with the Uk .4 any ca-
ﬁaclty whatever will bo regarded s tho highost

onour.

This whole subjoct 18 woll fitted to giadden the
hearts of God s scrvants who aro seeking after a larger
measure of personal holiness, and who are longing for
tho sot timo to favour Zion. Not in human organiza-
tiuns, although these are necessary, docs the vitality
of tho Church consist, but in tho Spint of the living
God. Thon{npea and reservoirs and waterworks of a
city aro valuable, but capacious resorvoirs and the
moat comprohensive not-wurk of mans and hydrante
wall nut alone give water. The clouds full and over-
flowing are cssential to the effectivoness of the whole.
The uld log pumps, or the uld caken bucket will bring
forth more water cut of the farm-houso well fed by »
Living spring than the moat cos‘;li and complicated hy-
draulic apparatus, out of a lake whose springs are

icd up. And -so 1t. 18 in rebigous offorta ; unlees
showers of blesaing cumo in thouwr season, all human
dovices and appuintments are m vamn. ** Neither 18
he that plantoth anything, neither he that watereth,
but Uod that giveth tho increase.

Vut 1n the harbour of Marseilles, says tradition, four
galieons are standing with thewr prows turnod cast-
ward, and thoir saus idly tapping in the wind. Therr
decks are filled mth crusadoers eager 10 cmbark for the
Hoiy Lond. A weok has elapsad, and still tho vessels
have nuv muved therr anchurage. At longth, impatient
of delay, raiming therr helmots they all with ono ac-
curd juin n tho hymn . ** Fens Creator Spiritus.  As
thoy luwored their anns beanng the symbol of the
cross, tho svund of a rushing wind washeard, and tha2

~me evenng, with suls set in tho name of God, and
fited with fi‘m bnate, they were flying castward on
the vpen sea.  And thus, when our spintual hife and
energies are becaimed, wo pray that galea from heaven
may quicken the puisations of sur being.

« 0 Lord, wo gather silently, and hush our breath
And look and wait—
A longing eager muliitndo
Within and round Thy gete.
O Lord, wo wait the souod from heaven
Whieh ghall revive our drooping love,
And mako us strong and mske us wse,
And 8¢ as for the lifo above.
O 8pirit, como with power divino,
And make these waiting pevplo Thine i -

Fathers and brothren. we meot sgain in Goneral
Assambly to reviow the work of another year - tc sum
up results, and Yo recard our vense of God’s goodness
in the differont departments of Christian labour in
which wo aro engaged. T havenot attompted an olab-
aratoe or lewrned discussion of debated points in the
ology, which fmoro or lezs ongago tho attention of
thoughtful men at tho present day. Thosze we can
safely leave in tho hands of our professors to be dealt
with in ths class-room  Scldom, indeed, ought thoy
to form tho thome of ordinary pulpit discourse, and
only in very excoptional circumstances is it nocedful to
mako them the subject of an Assombiy sermor No
ono questions tho imperativo neccssity of a learnod
winiatre, in an age wheu the faith of Gnd’s sninta in
attacked by an insidious raticnalinin that soeks to doify
human reason at tho expenso of infinite wisdom Bat
boyond this wo noed in our palpits ‘¢ tho tonguo of
fire,” snd tho fire over burning up~n tho altms of our
homes. This, and this alone, can make our work per-
manent and progressive. There i3 some danger, when
the rosources of a church aro eqral to tho oatlay of

resting eatisfied with tangiblo results as eatisfactory
ovidonco of vital godliness in tho mcmbomhif athr%;a
But is it always 80?7 Wo gladly acknow odgo the
greatly increased liborality of our memborship for the

spread of tho Gospol at hemo and abroad  Tho silver
and the gold for tho beauﬁfyhig and enrichmoent of
tho tomple are not withheld.” Nor dare wo for & mo-
ment .aumtion tho sincerity of thoirotives that makes
nagmificont gifts to tho Church of Chirist in theso latter
days.  But is thero not, in spito of all, good grounds
for ukiug—-m‘o we, o8 mintters and ofiico-benrers,
growing i holineas 7 In the roligion of the ago ckare
acterized by greator personal eanctity than formerly,
or 18 tho wido-spread and bustling activity that pre-
vails duo to othor causes than the giroot oporations of
Uod's apint? In Christ’s parablo of tho vino and tho
branches, Ho not only insists upon tho union of the
branches with the vine in ordor to inoreaso fruit beare
ing, but also that tho fruit should remain T have
chosen you, and ordainoed you, that yo should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should romain.*
Indwolling abiding ;;ioty hroduces over-green Chris.
tians. Thoy flourish liko the palmn tree, and grow like
cedars i Lobanon. They bring forth fruit in old age.
And so it is wath churchos. Tho sceret of their abid-
ing strength and vigour is in conatant communication
with the Most High.  **Thore is o river, tho atreams
wheroof mako %:ad tho city of God. God is in the
midst of hor ¢+ sho shall not bo moved * God shall help
her, and that right early ”  As wo {ind it said of the
waters that Ewﬁicl saw in vision by tho banks of the
Chebar, intended, doubtiess, to symbolize the onwaed
majestio swoep of the Gospel —** E\'orything ahall live,
whithor the river cometh. On this side and on that
shall grow all trees for meat, whoso leaf shell not fade,
neither shall tho fruit ho comsumed, becauss thoir
waters 1ssucd out of tho SBanctuary.”

Tho past ycar has been marked by considerablo com-
mercial depression. Almost ovory class has felt the
stringency. Borcantilo institutions have boen forced
to Limut their operations or suspend paymont  Largo
busineas houses enjoying tho confidence of the com.
munity have gono down ; and men, esteemed rillion.
aries, reduced to comparative want. Does all this
mean notng ¢ Aro there no lessons for Chriatian
churches to learn 7 Are monciary convulaions and
failures in harvests to bo referred to accident and un.
forecen calamstics ! Nay, verily. much of it is God's
l|udszxmmt. upon unnghteous speculation and undue
ove of riches, which still withholds God's claims for
the cvangolizing of tho world. By such visitationsare
wo taught. that men aro but stewards of (od's boun.
tics ; that there 1s something nobler than to hoard up
riches, and that penurious giving sooner or Iater brings
o curse !

THE ELVERSHIF,

My Eviter, Whatever faults and imperfectivns
may attach t the oldership of vut Church,the un-
seriptural nnstrum Jf a ¢“ term gervice ” is nut the true
and proper remedy. Even if it were shown that the
rotary plan was much mdre ancient than ' Query
ssserts 1t to be, it wouid not at all cummend itself to
our nccegtance In the absence of any authenty frum
oither the supreme or suburdinate "standards of our
faith and practice, any extract frumm “ Wodruw s
edition ~f Knox," in «f nv value whatever. In Scnpture
we find unthing t- ccuntenance the idea of an eldership
elected for, o year, or for any specific term of yeara.,

In 8o far as tradition and usage are to bo regarded,
we ~ght tr prefer the cxample and pracuce of tho
Scottish and Irish Churches to that of tﬁo Cuntimnental,
~r oven the American  That thoe Scuitish Church ever

ractisod the rotary system has been omphaticull
scnicd on eminent authority. Fur arn able and fu
discussion of the *“Tenure of the Elder’s Offics, gco
an article in the Presbyterian Quarteriy and Frinceton
Review for July, 1878, by Dr. McGill, of Princeton,
in which the writer brands, a8 apucryphal, theanthor-
ities cited to provo the election of eldors for a lunited
term  Dr. McGill also doplores tho activn of the
American Church in making it optional with congrega-
tions to elect elders for a limited term, &3 a departure
frem Seriptural methuds and the tradiwuns of tho past,

*Query" copcludes by saying that it scoms prepos.
terous that ordained ministers shuald be romoved,
sometimes, indeed, tou casily, frum their charges;
but the eldor, once ordeined in & cungregation, can
never be displaced, excopt by the actwn of the Presby.
tery, on a distinct matter of accusativn. Theze 18 no
validity, howover, in tho cumpansun thus mstituted,
A minmster remuved frum his charge dves not cease to
be a minister. He is unly transferred, or transfors
himself tc anothor field of labuur. He can no more
be removed from his uffico thar can the elder, ¢ oxcept
by the action of I’resbytexgo on a distinet matter of
accueation.” Might it not be urged with as mach, or
as littlo rcasor, that whilo tho mimster may saver
tho pastoral 'ie whenever he chooses to do 20, no mat-
ter how dotrimental to tho interests of the cungregation,
the lattor has no powor to looso itsclf from the min.
istor, no matter hew inefficient he may prove himself.

Thero are two sides to this quattion of tho cldersh
from onc of which but littlo has as yet been hes
To adopt a ““ term sorvico ” syztem would bu to de-
grade, nut to elovato or impxovoit. 1 am convinced
that such sn arrangement would not be acceptable,
gither to tho clders or the membership of the Church
in this country The man whe is not qualified for a
1ife service in this work, is not fit to bo an elder st all,

Voynax,



