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ill, and laid aside from duty. Mes. Ma-
theson’s letters and his own will ne
doubt give you all information about
his sickness. He was by no means ro-
bust when he landed on Tana in Octo—
ber last, but he was able to attend to
his duties until the following March.—
He labored with faithfulness and dili-
gence, and accomlished an amount of
work which surprised us a I.

As soon as the tidings of Mrs. Pa-
ton’s and Mr. Mathesow’s illness reach-
ed this island, Mr. Inglis and I visited
Tana in the John Knox.  As so many
of the mewbers of the mission were on
the spot, we had a meeting, at which
some resolutions were passed, of which
I enclose you a copy., Mr. Matheson,
at our urgent request, accompanied us
home to Aneitcumn. Ile has been on
this island since the first ot May. I
regret that I cannot write you encour-
ingly about the state of his health, In
addition to other troubles, he has fever
and ague at present, I do not antici-
pate any immediate danger, but we
scarcely venture to hope that he will Le
able to return to Tana. It will e a sa-
tistaction to Mr. Matheson’s friends to
know that he is comfurtable on Aneite-
um, and that we areusing all the means
within our reach, for his recovery. As
socn ag we brought him to this island,
we sent the John Knox to Erumanga,
for Mr. McGillivary, natoralist, who is
also & medical man, that he might enjoy
the henefit of his skill. I may inform
vou, ihat Mr. Mc Gillivary, in whose
judgment we repose much confidence,
gives Lut taint hopes of his ultimate re-
covery. The views of my brethren in
relation to Mr. Matheson’s case, are the
same 48 my Own.

The infant mission on Tana, has in-
deed been severely tried. The afflic-
tions which have Lefallen it, have in
gsome ways been hdverse to the cause,
The great ohjection of the Tanese, and
many of there islanders to christianity,
is the impression that it brings disease
and death to these who embrace jt.—
This impression will be to some extent
strengthened by the events that h:ve
taken place. But we must not be dis-
couraged. Though clouds have gathered
sround the Tana miesion, yet these will
soon disappear. And in the present
atate of the island, there is much to
stimnlate to exertior and to encourage
hope.
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T have been occupied for some months
paat, in revising otr translation of the
New Testament, whieh wo hope torend
to England by the return of the John
Wiliama, It has been definitely ar-
ranged that Mr. Inglis shall go Lome
and superintend \he printing of it. Mr
Copeland will occupy his station on
Aneiteum until his return. It would
give me great satisfaction, if Mr. Inglis
could extend his visit to Nova Scotia.—
Ile is so intimately associnted with us
in the missionary work, that you ought
to regard him as one of your own mis-
sionaries. A visit from him would, I
have no doubt, awaken much interest
in the cause.

My three children, Charlotte, Eliza-
beth, and John Williams, will also go
home in the John Williams. After
being joined by their sister, who is now
in England, the four will proceed to
Nova Scotin. The Rev. Messrs. Gill,
Turner, and Inglis, who go as passen-
gers, have kindly vffered to take charge
of my children during the voyage. The
ship is expected to leave here about
September, and after calling at Samoa,
Rarctonga, hiti, and other islands,
wil) proceed on her homeward voyage,
by way of Cape ITorn. She will pro-
bably reach England about May of nexs
year. They will then remain under the
care of Mr. Inglis or Mr. Turr er, until
they can be sent to Nova Scotia. You
wounld greatly oblige me if you could
make the necessary arrangements for
their removal there. Any information
on this suhject, may be sent either to
the Secretary of the Lundon #issionary
Suciety, or to the Secretary of the Mis-
sion Committee of the Reformed Pres.
Charch of Scotland.

You will be grieved to hear that one
of our feachers who was settled on Ni
na last year has been killed. This
small island lies ahout 12 miles from
Tana. Ina former letter I gave you an
account of the settlement of the teachers
there. I accompanied them to their
destinatien, had a friendly meeting with
the people, and received from them a
promise that they would not injure them.
The teachers’ names were Navalak and
Nemeyian. [t was their practice to go
round the island every Sabbath day and
hold meetings with the natives wherever
they could find hearers. On the first
Sabbath of May last, as they were re-
turning home, two natives of Tana whe



